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2 HISTORY OF IRELAND

In these chapters on Pagan Ireland we venture
to dip lightly into the enchanted fountain of old
Irish chromicles, not, of course, claiming for those
curious records the authenticity of modern history,
yet giving nothing which has not in the judgment
of many respectable authorities at least an historical
foundation.

Some romantic stories are related of Queen
Ceasair, who came from the east of Furope to Ire-
land thirty years before the Deluge (2379 B. C.)
with fifty women and three men—Bith, Ladra and
Fintan. The historic flood soon swept over ‘‘this
curiously proportioned colony,” but this far-away
primitive legend is generally rejected by the judi-
cious old annalists as unworthy of serious consid-
eration.

Most ancient authorities agree that the Partho-
lanians ‘‘of the stock of Japhet’’ were the first col-
onists of Ireland. Accompanied by his sons and
many followers, according to the legend, the parri-
cide Partholan, fleeing from his native Greece ‘‘in
the 60th year of the age of Abraham,” voyaged
down the Mediterranean, passed the sunny isles of
that historic sea, gazed upon the ‘‘Pillars of Her-
cules’’ in the Strait of Gibraltar, and after escaping
the dangers of the rough Spanish coast, at length,
when well-nigh in despair of reaching that far-off
Sacred Isle, he heard the welcome cry of land. The
billows dashed wildly along the shore, leaving a
long line of foam upon the wild coast of Munster.
The noble Kenmare river rolled its silver tide be-
tween wooded hills and sunny slopes. The pictur-
esque Reeks pointed their blue summits in clear
outline against the distant sky. Mangerton and
Carrantuel, clad in royal beauty, greeted the eyes
and cheered the hearts of Partholan and his com-
panions.

The little colony landed B. C. 2100 where the
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town of Kenmare now stands, amid the beautiful
scenery of County Kerry. Then Partholan divided
the land which he had discovered among his four
sons. ‘The new colonists set themselves vigorously
to clear the plains of timber; they cut down a pro-
digious number of trees and drove the wild boar and
stag into deeper recesses of the well-wooded island.
““They brought with them a practical knowledge of
sowing, reaping and other farming arts,”” and began
to cultivate the land. Thirty years after landing in
Erin, Partholan, being full of years, sickened and
died, and his body was interred with royal honors.
He was, it is said, a double parricide, having killed
both parents before leaving his native country. For
this unnatural crime, say the sage chroniclers, his
posterity was fated not long to possess the land;
and, after three hundred years’ residence in Erin,
the entire colony, then numbering 9,000 persons,
was cut off by a dreadful pestilence, and the mound
which is believed to cover their remains is still
pointed out at Tallaght, near Dublin.

During the next thirty-nine years Ireland is
represented as uninhabited; then the Nemedians,
under their leader, Nemedius, arrived from the
shores of the Black Sea. Nemedius, who was a
distant relative of Partholan, having learned by re-
peated dreams of the fatal end of his kinsmen in
Ireland, Tresolved to go there and take possession of
the country. Accordingly, with thirty-four trans-
port vessels he set sail for the Western isles, accom-
panied by his wife, his four sons and a thousand
followers. They soon after landed on the Wooded
Island, B. C. 1761, and immediately ‘‘cleared twelve
plains of wood,”’ and afterwards built two royal
forts.

Nemedius, it seems, was not permitted to enjoy
his new kingdom very long, when his peace was
disturbed by a warlike race of giants which swarmed ’
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Ireland. ‘The Firbolgs were in their turn disturbed
of so tempting a prize, eighty years after their con-
quest, by a wonderful people who came from Greece
called the Twuatha De Dananns. ‘“These heroes,’
we read, ‘‘landed on the coast of Wexford, an
then, having burnt their fleet to cut off their re-
treat, they wrapped themselves in the dark cloud of
invisibility and drified Tiké a mighty. mist to the\
Iron Mountains on the border of Leitrim.”’

They were led by their king, Nuada, who took
up a strong position on a hill, at a place called South
Moytura, near the present village of Cong, County
Mayo, where he was immediately attacked by his
Firbolg kinsmen, under their monarch, Focha. The
attack was fierce and bloody, but after six days of
terrible destruction—‘‘the greatest slanghter that
was ever heard of in Erin’’—by their enchantments
and by the power of theig.L%a_L Fail, or Stone of Des-

B0 B

tiny, according to the legend, victory remained with
the Tuatha De Dananns; and thus this decisive
First Battle of Moytura, or the Battle of South
Moytura, as it is sometimes called, in one day
brought the reign of the Firbolgs to an end, reduc-
ing them to the condition of a subject-race. Focha,
the last of their kings, escaped from the fatal field
only to meet his doom near Ballysadare, County
Sligo. A cave on the Sligo strand is still pointed
out as his burial place, and there is a curious tradi-
tion that the tide can never cover it. ‘‘On the
plain where this great Battle of South Moytura was
fought there may yet be seen a great number of
cromlechs and other sepulchral monuments.”

In the time of her last Firbolg king Erin was
in a position almost without parallel in her early
history, for, say the bardic historians: ‘‘Good were
the days of the reign of Focha; there was no wet
or stormy weather in Erin nor any unfruitful year.”’
This happy state, however, was soon rudely brought
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to a close by the De Dananns, who were also, like
the Firbolgs, of Nemedian descent.

The new conquerors, it appears, came from
Greece, where, by long residence, they had become
deeply skilled in all those mystic arts for which the
Greeks were then famous.  Before {heir invasion of
Ireland the Tuatha De Dananns had passed through
the northern countries of Europe, where, according
to the legend, ‘‘their magical science procured them
respect.”” From those parts they brought the fa-
mous Lia Fail., This stone, which gave to Ireland
the name of Inisfail, or the Island of Destiny, was
used at the coronation of their kings. During the
ceremony an astonishing noise is said to have issued
from it, and, according to tradition, wherever this
stone should be preserved a king of the Irish race
would reign. We are told that among other rare
gifts the Tuatha De Dananns could forge magical
weapons, cure malignant diseases, quell storms, and
even raise the dead to life. By these wonderful
arts they were enabled to crush the brave Firbolgs
into submission and to exercise sovereignty over all
Ireland.

Nuada, the Tuatha De Danann king, lost his
right hand in the last great battle with the Firbolgs,
and, in consequence, came near losing his kingship,
for his warlike subjects refused to recognize a muti-
lated sovereign. Nuada in this dilemma applied to
Cert, his artificer (a man renowned for mechanical
skill), to help him out of his difficulty. Cert fash-
ioned for his royal master a silver hand of great
beauty and wonderful workmanship, and the king’s
physician, according to the legend, then took it off
and infused feeling and motion into every joint and
finger of it, as if it were a natural hand, and hence-
forth the monarch became known as Nuada of the
Silver Hand.

While Nuada’s hand was being made the throne
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was occupied by a chief named Breas. The new
king soon became very unpopular. He was not
hospitable, he tried to oppress the nobles and had
the bad taste to slight the bards. Discontent came
to a climax when a popular bard visiting the royal
court was rudely received by King Breas. The in-
dignant bard soon left the palace, but not before)
pronouncing a terrible satire on the king—"*‘the first
satire,”’ we are told, ‘‘that ever had been pronounced
in Erin.” ‘The consequences were dire to Breas,
who was immediately called on to resign, which he
did with the worst possible grace. The silver hand ,
of Nuada being now finished, he at once re-ascended
the throne. In wrath Breas withdrew to the He-
brides, where he roused up a vast army and navy
under Balor of the Mighty Blows, a Fomorian chief
of great renown.

Balor and Breas, after effecting a landing on
the northern coast, marched their formidable army
to a place called North Moytura, in the present
County of Sligo, and there the two leaders awaited
the attack of the Tuatha De Danann forces, which
soon appeared and promptly gave them battle. The
magical skill or superior fortune of the Tuatha De
Dananns proved equal to this crisis, and the invad-‘
ers were totally defeated. Their renowned chief,
Balor of the Mighty Blows, slew Nuada of the Sil-
ver Hand, but Balor himself was killed by the great
Tuatha De Danann hero, Luga Long Arms, who, ]
after the battle, was proclaimed monarch of all Ire-
land. The Plain of the Fomorian Towers is still
pointed out to the curious as the place where this
decisive Second Battle of Moytura, or Battle of
North Moytura, was fought, and ruins of sepul- }
chral monuments yet mark the site of that ancient
battlefield. ‘“T'he Three Sorrowful Tales of Erin’’
are among the most famous of Ireland’s poetic
legends. The first of these belongs to the reign of
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Nuada of the Silver Hand—*‘The T'ale of the Fate
of the Sons of Turenn.”’

The three sons of Turenn—DBrian, Ur and Ur-
car—slew Kian, father of the renowned De Danann
hero, Luga Long Arms. Xian and the sons of Tu-
renn had long been at deadly feud, and when the
latter chanced to meet him alone on the plain of
Louth they cruelly stoned him to'death, turning a
deaf ear to his pleading to spare his life.

“‘Six times the sons of Turenn buried the body
of their victim, and six times the earth cast it up
again, but on the seventh burial the body remained
in the grave. As the sons of T'urenn rode from the
spot a faint voice came from the ground, warning
them that the blood they had spilled would follow
them to the fulfillment of their doom.

“‘Luga Long Arms, seeking for his father, came
to the grave, and there the stones of the earth took
voice and told him that his father lay beneath.
Luga unearthed the body and vowed vengeance on
the sons of Turenn over it. He then hastened to
Tara, to the court of Nuada of the Silver Hand,
and denounced the sons of Turenn. In those days
the friends of any murdered person might either re-
ceive a fine, called ‘eric,” in compensation, or might
seek the death of the murderer. ILuga called for
the ‘eric.’” He demanded three apples, the skinof a
pig, a spear, two steeds and a chariot, seven pigs, a
hound-whelp, a cooking-spit and three shouts on a
hill. To this ‘eric’ the sons of Turenn agreed
readily enough before all the court. Then Luga
explained himself more fully. The three apples
were to be plucked from the garden of Hisberna, in
the east of the world. ‘They were the color of bur-
nished gold, and of the taste of honey, and cured
wounds and all manner of sickness, and had many
other wonderful qualities. The garden of Hisberna
was carefully guarded and none were allowed to
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the northwestern province, where Breogan built a
city, which he called Braganza, from his own name.
King Breogan had two sons, Ith and Bile. The
latter was the father of Milesius, who in his turn
Ibecame king of the colony. Soon after ascending
,' the throne Milesius extended and strengthened his
| dominions (called Galicia) by diplomacy and suc-
| cessful wars and then concluded an advantageous
! peace with his enemies.

Milesius now resolved to visit the land of his
ancestors for the purpose of learning those abstruse
arts and sciences for which Egypt was then cele-
brated above all other nations. On his arrival King
Pharaoh gave him the chief command of the royal
army in a war in which he was engaged against
the Ethiopians. The Spanish hero acquitted him-
self with such skill and success that the war was
brought to a speedy close. As a reward for his
services Pharaoh gave Milesius his beautiful dangh-
ter Scota in marriage. Before leaving Egypt Mile-
sius caused twelve young men of his suite to be in-
structed in all the arts, sciences and mysteries of the
Egyptians, so that they might instruct his subjects
on their return to Spain. The great object of his
journey being ended, Milesius bade farewell to the
king and all his court, and accompanied by his no-
bles, his wife and attendants, he returned to Spain.

A dreadful drought now cast its gloom over all
Galicia. King Milesius summoned all his chief men
to assemble at Braganza to deliberate on the grave
situation. It was unanimously resolved by the as-
sembly to abandon Spain and seek the most western
island of Europe, which one of their famous druids
had long before prophesied would be possessed by
the posterity of Milesius for all time.

The important discovery of this island was in-
trusted to Ith (son of Breogan and uncle of Mile-
sius), who was a man of great wisdom and pru-
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The remaining sons of Milesius—Heber, Here-
mon and Amergin—with all their attendants, ef-
fected a landing at last near Slieve Mish Mountain,
in Kerry, but they were immediately attacked by a
large force of the natives, commanded by Queen
Eire, wife of Fethur, the Tuatha De Danann king.
The warlike queen, after losing a thousand men,
was put to flight by the invaders. The latter lost
three hundred warriors in the battle, besides Scota,
some druids and many chiefs. Queen Scota was
buried beneath a royal cairn at the foot of Slieve
Mish Mountain, near the ‘‘sad sea waves,’’ and her
grave is still pointed out in a valley near Tralee,
called from her, Glen Scota.

After this first advantage the Milesians laid
plans for a decisive campaign. In a few days the
hostile armies met on the plain of Tailton (now
Teltown, in Meath). A well-contested and bloody
battle followed, the issue of which was for a long
time doubtful, prodigies of valor being performed
on either side. Towards evening, when their three
kings—Ethur, Cethur and Fethur—and their three
queens, together with their principal chiefs, had
fallen, the brave Tuatha De Dananns were thrown
into irrevocable confusion and hopeless rout. This

 great battle was decisive: by its result the sover-
eignty of Ireland passed into the hands of the Mil-

eslan conquerors.

And thus the Tuatha De Danann dynasty passed
away, leaving many a curious legend of magic and
mystery among the people. After their overthrow
they retired to the fastnesses of the wooded hills and
mountains, and in those secluded places they were
believed for centuries to have practiced diabolic arts

| befitting such accomplished magicians. A very

J
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curious ancient Irish MS. states that some of them
lived as spirits and fairies, with human and material

! forms, but endowed with immortality. The Tuatha
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After the battle of T'ailton the Milesians formed
alliances with the Firbolgs, who materially assisted
them in the final subjugation of their late masters,
for which they were partly restored to their ancient
possessions. Amergin, being a druid, could not
reign, so Heber and Heremon divided the sover-
eignty of Ireland between them, Heber ruling over
the southern and Heremon the northern part. They
made Emer, son of Ir (one of the five Milesian
princes who had perished in the storm), ruler over
Ulster, and important possessions in Munster were
assigned to Louy, son of Ith, and finally, in consid-
eration of the aid rendered them in the conquest,
Heber and Heremon bestowed on their Firbolg allies
the greater part of Connaught and also territories in
Leinster. Some of the Firbolgs afterwards became
provincial kings of Leinster under the Milesians,
and for many centuries they also ruled as kings of
Connaught under the Milesian monarchs.

The two brothers ruled together a year when
Heber, influenced by the importunities of his ambi-
tious queen, declared war against Heremon. The
two armies met at Geashill, near the present Twulla-
more, Kings County. The battle of Geashill was
long and well contested, but at length Heber and
his chief officers fell and the victorious Heremon as-
sumed supreme command. He took up his resi-
dence in Leinster, where he built a magnificent
palace on the bank of the River Nore, and another
at Tara, and after a reign of fourteen years as sole
monarch of Ireland, he died near the present village
of Ballyragget, in Kilkenny.

‘““The ancient rath,’’ says a modern historian,
“‘where King Heremon was interred still exists, and
is now called Rath Beagh.”” We are told that the
descendants of Heremon became the kings and
chiefs of the ancient provinces of Meath and ILeins-
ter, and that many of them also ruled over Ulster,
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the great national register. The scrutiny of family
and national annals and their adoption into the na-
tional archives continued until the Anglo-Norman
invasion in the twelfth century.

The great legislator, Ollav Fola, also estab-
lished the law which made employments and offices
hereditary in families; sons were restricted to the
occupation or trade of their fathers. He assigned
lands for the support of the hereditary druids, who
were also the judges, bards, teachers and historians.
This celebrated lawyer established a great university
at Tara for the study of philosophy, astronomy,
poetry, music, medicine, history, etc., and died
there after an illustrious reign of thirty years.
Thirty-two monarchs are now enumerated in the
Irish annals as possessing the throne in succession,
though they often obtained it by usurpation and
acts of violence.

It is related of the thirty-third monarch from
Ollav Fola, Louy the Fawn by name, who had slain
his two predecessors on the throne, that a certain
druid, who had the gift of prophecy, foretold the
future monarch’s father, Daire, that he would have
a son whose name should be Louy, and who would
one day wear the crown of all Ireland. After this
Daire had in succession five sons, and that he might
not miss the fulfillment of the prediction he gave
each of them the name of Louy. When the five
sons had grown to manhood their father went to the
druid and inquired which of his sons was destined
to be monarch of Ireland. The druid told him to
take them on the morrow to Tailton (now Teltown,
in Meath), where there was to be a great gathering
of the chief people of the kingdom, and informed
him that, while the people were assembled, he would
see a fawn running over the field, which would be
pursued by the whole company. Daire’s five sons,
the druid said, would join in the pursuit and one of
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the slain. His five sons, however, not discouraged,
raised another army and again met the princess in
the field, but they were defeated more signally than
before, and were so closely pursued that they were
obliged to conceal themselves in the woods and
marshes of the country. Macha now arranged the
dispute with Kimbath by marrying him and making
him king.

She then, according to the legend, having re-
ceived information where the five brothers were con-
cealed, determined to go herself and effect their
capture, previous to which she stained her hair and
took the dress of a peasant girl. She followed the
five brothers into Connaught, and after many
strange adventures, related by the bards, she suc-
ceeded in capturing them, by a singular stratagem,
in the woods of Burrin.

The council of the kingdom, heartily tired of
the civil war which had divided it, condemned them
all to death, but the queen caused the punishment
to be remitted, and instead compelled them to erect
a stately palace in Ulster, in which the kings of her
race should in future keep their court. Macha drew
the plan of this palace with a pin which served to
bind her cloak, and hence it was called, in Irish,
the Pin of the Neck of Macha. This celebrated
building, known to the general reader as the Palace
of Emania, became so noted in Irish history that not
only were the native rulers of Ulster henceforth for
centuries called Kings of Emania, but the date of its
erection became a technical one in the Irish annals.
With the erection of this palace (nearly 400 years
B. C.) Tierna, one of the most judicious of the
early Irish chroniclers, claims the dawn of authentic
Irish history begins.

The palace of Emania was the residence of the
kings of Ulster and the resort of the famous Knights
of the Red Branch for nearly eight hundred years,
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his gifted daughter, Meave, celebrated by the old
bardic chroniclers for her beauty, immorality and
masculine bravery. After the death of her husband
Meave reigned alone as Queen of Connaught for
ten years and then married OQilioll the Great, chief
of the Clan Morna (a warlike Firbolg septs, and
had him share with her the throne.

Meave erected in Connaught the celebrated
Palace of Cruchain, where she lived in a style of
great splendor and magnificence. During her reign
a seven years’ war broke out between Ulster and
Connaught, which formed one of the favorite themes
of the ancient bards. During this long struggle
the heroes of Clan Morna, under Meave and the
Red Branch Knights of Ulster, led by the young
hero Cuchullin, were arrayed against each other and
performed marvelous feats of valor. In one of the
old historic tales Queen Meave is represented as
wearing a golden crown, seated in her war chariot,
at the head of her heroes, and dashing into Ulster
and sweeping before her the cattle from the rich
fields of her enemies to her domain across the Shan-
non. Meave flourished about the beginning of the
Christian era. She lived more than a hundred
years, but at last the warlike queen was treacher-
ously slain. Meave and Macha share the honor of
having been the most celebrated of all the women
of Pagan Ireland. Meave was alike conspicuous
for her ardor, abilities and beauty, and figures as
the heroine in many of the legends of that heroic
period.

The first century after the birth of Christ con-
tains another long list of Irish kings, few of whom
obtained any celebrity in the ancient annals, but it
is represented as a period convulsed by social rev-
olutions, in which the best of the old Milesian blood
perished.

In the reign of Creevan, towards the close of
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the first century of our era, the Roman general,
Agricola, was employed in the subjugation of Great
Britain. At this time commerce had rendered the
shores of Ireland better known than those of Eng-
land. The account of the internal troubles of the
Irish nation reached the general and tempted his
ambition. ‘Tacitus, the Roman historian, informs
us that under pretense of friendship Agricola de-
tained for his purpose one of the Irish provincial
kings who had been driven into exile by a faction at
home.

This recreant king, according to Tacitus, used
every effort to induce Agricola to invade Ireland,
assuring him that a single legion, aided by a few
native troops, would be sufficient for the conquest of
the island. But the Roman soldiers never set hos-
tile foot in Ireland, and Creevan, so far from fearing
them, led an army into Scotland to aid his allies,
the Picts, against the Roman invaders, and returned
to Ireland laden with rich booty. Creevan has the
honor of being associated with Agricola in the im-
mortal pages of Tacitus. He died of a fall from
his horse A. D. 79, and was succeeded by Fiacha.

While the Milesians were sapping their strength
in internecine wars (domestic and foreign) a large
portion of the Irish people, composed of various
races, were engaged in peaceful pursuits. Those
who claimed descent from Gadelas considered them-
selves degraded were they to engage in any kind of
manual labor. The cultivation of the soil and the
mechanical arts were left exclusively to the subject
races and the plebeian Milesians. These were
ground down by the high rents and exorbitant exac-
tions of their tyrannical rulers.

The descendants of the lower classes, who had
formed part of the invasion conducted by the sons of
Milesius, were held in a state of vassalage. The
social degradation which the Milesian nobles forced
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upon the great body of the people produced intense
dissatisfaction; the oppression caused perpetual dis-
content, and at length the hardworking plebeians
determined to strike a blow for freedom.

They confederated, and joined by the Firbolgs,
the Tuatha De Dananns, and some discontented
Milesian chiefs, they chose Carbry Kincait, a Fir-
bolg, for their leader. He had the skill to assemble
two of the provincial kings, their queens, the mon-
arch Fiacha, with his queen, the chief nobility, and
other leading Milesians, at a grand banquet held in
Connaught, which, after a carousal of nine days,
ended with the massacre of the Milesian guests.
According to the ancient historians, only the three
queens and three princes escaped; and the latter
were yet unborn, their mothers having been spared
in the general massacre and allowed to retire into
Scotland, where, soon after, each gave birth to a
young prince.

The success of this conspiracy led to a general
civil war throughout Ireland; the Milesian mon-
archy was overthrown and the rebel leader, Carbry
Kincait, was placed on the throne.- The reign of
this king lasted five years, during which Ireland,
abandoned to anarchy and crime, was reduced to a
state of the greatest distress, and the fullness of its
misery was completed by a general famine. On the
death of Carbry Kincait, his son Moran, instead of
accepting the crown, abdicated in favor of the Mil-
esian race of Momnarchs, which was again restored
in the person of Faradach, the son of Creevan.

The new reign was one of justice and prosper-
ity. Moran was rewarded by the office of chief
judge of the kingdom and became celebrated for his
righteous judgments. His name was given to a fa-
mous collar that he had made, which judges after
him were compelled to wear on their necks. This
collar was said to give warning of choking by con-
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the chief kings, he formed the whole into the
province of Meath as an appendage to the crown,
under the title of ‘“The Mensal Lands of the Mon-
arch of Ireland.”

In the province of Meath, thus enlarged, stood
the four grand seats of the Irish monarchy: on the
tract taken from Munster, Tuathal built a magnifi-
cent palace, where, on the night answering to the
eve of All Saints’, a great assembly was held to
light fires and perform other pagan ceremonies. He
built another royal palace in the portion taken from
Connaught, where a second assembly was held on
the first day of May, the day of the Baal fire. ‘The
third palace erected by this king stood in the district
taken from Ulster, on the plains of Taelton, where,
on the first of August, was held the celebrated fair
and games in honor of Tailte, ‘‘the last queen of
the Firbolgs,”’ who was buried there. ‘The Palace of
Tlara already has been mentioned as the scene of the
National Assembly, as well as the usual residence of
the monarchs.

The grand assemblies held at these palaces by
Tuathal were accompanied with great splendor and
magnificence. Among many measures of national
improvement ascribed to this monarch, the province
of Leinster alone was struck with his vengeance.
Achy, King of Leinster, stood so high in the favor
of Tuathal as to be given in marriage the monarch’s
eldest daughter, a princess of great beauty, whom
the provincial king carried home with him to his
palace in Leinster. After about a year’s time Achy
returned to the court of Tara and told Tuathal that
his wife was dead, and declared that the only
means of appeasing his grief for her loss was to
allow him to marry her sister. Twuathal, thinking
to strengthen his alliance with Leinster and thus se-
cure the peace of Ireland, granted this request, and
the marriage was celebrated with great pomp. Both
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grew up into a kingdom, which, after the conquest
of the Picts by Kenneth MacAlpine, became the
Kingdom of Scotland and gave that country its
reigning family.

Cormac, son of Art (hence called Cormac Mac-
Art), and grandson of Conn of the Hundred Bat-
tles, was the most accomplished of all the Milesian
kings, rivaling in justice and excelling in wisdom
the best of his predecessors. He obtained the crown
(A. D. 243) after a long period of civil commotion,
during which it fell into the hands of more than one
usurper.

The bardic historians of his time relate the in-
sult and injury sustained by Cormac in his youth
before he wore the crown; how he was expelled
from Ulster, his resentment, and the prompt activity
with which he formed powerful alliances and col-
lected together a large and well-disciplined army to
recover his rights and avenge his wrongs.

They describe with great minuteness the mem-
orable battle of Criona between the future monarch
and his emnemies; how by the advice of his ally,
Thady, Cormac stood upon a hill which overlooked
the field and saw the battle rage underneath for
many hours without any advantage on either side;
how the desperate valor of Luga Laga (Cormac’s
gigantic champion, reputed to be the greatest hero
of his time) at last turned the fortune of the day;
how Luga slew the usurping monarch, Feargus,
and his two brothers and bore their heads in
exultation from the field; how the victory was pur-
chased with great loss of life; how Cormac’s ene-
mies, the men of Ulster, were seven times compelled
to give ground, but each time they rallied and
rushed up again with the fierce impetuosity of des-
peration; how the amazing valor and prowess of
Luga could not be resisted; and Thady, at length
breaking through their centre, prevented the possi-
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King Cormac at Tara as being 300 feet in length,
80 in breadth and 50 in height, entered by fourteen
gates, and containing a vast and splendid hall, illu-
minated by an immense lantern of costly material
and curious art. 'We are told that on state occasions
the king’s table was laden with a rich and gorgeous
service of cups and goblets of massive gold and sil-
ver, and that one hundred and fifty of the most dis-
tinguished champions of the kingdom surrounded
his person and one thousand select soldiers formed
his palace guard.

After a reign of forty years this accomplished
king lost an eye while resisting a traitorous attack
in his palace, and it being a fundamental law of
Ireland that no one with a personal blemish or de-
fect should be capable of wearing the crown, Cormac
retired to a thatched cabin at Kells, where he de-
voted himself to literary pursuits. He composed
numerous prose and poetical works, some of which
are still in existence, and challenge our admiration
for truthfulness and foresight.

One of these productions, which remains to us,
contains admirable maxims on manners, morals and
government, but the most celebrated work of this
royal author, which Cormac wrote for the instruc-
tion of his son and successor, Carbry, is described by
Keating as ‘‘worthy to be inscribed in golden letters
for the information of princes, and as a most com-
plete standard of policy to all ages.”’

At this period flourished the Feni (or Fenians)
about which such marvelous stories are related by
the Irish bards and chroniclers. ‘This famous Irish
militia formed the national standing army, and, es-
tablished in remote antiquity, was brought to the
greatest perfection in the latter part of the third
century of our era. None, we are told, were admit-
ted into the ranks of the Feni but select men of the
greatest activity, strength, stature and valor, and
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army of the monarch Carbry was composed of the
men of Meath and of Ulster, together with the Clan
Morna, or Connaught warriors.

The Munster forces and their allies marched
into Meath, and at Gawra, near Tara, they were
met by the combined troops of the monarch Carbry
and there fought one of the most furious battles
recorded in Irish history—a struggle which contin-
ued throughout the whole of a summer’s day. Dur-
ing the battle the Clan Baskin was led by Oscar,
son of Ossian, the Homer of the Irish. Ossian cele-
brated the deeds performed on that bloody day in
verse, which, after the lapse of fifteen centuries, has
lost none of its charm. The greatest valor was dis-
played by the warriors on both sides and the en-
gagement appears to have been a drawn battle.

The heroic Oscar, son of Ossian, met the mon-
arch Carbry in the battle, and at length fell in the
terrific personal encounter which took place between
them, but Carbry himself, while covered with wounds
and exhausted with fatigue, soon afterwards fell by
the hand of the champion Simon. Both armies
numbered about 50,000 men, the greater part of
whom were slain. Of the Clan Baskin, which con-
sisted of 20,000 men, it is stated that 18,000 fell on
the sanguinary field of Gawra.

Two following monarchs, who reigned jointly,
perished in battle against their rebellious subjects,
and the great battle of Dubcomar, early in the
fourth century, placed a usurper on the throne in
the person of Colla, surnamed the Noble, one of
three warlike brothers. In four years, however, the
rightful line was restored in the person of Muroough
the Patriot, who compelled the usurper to abdicate,
and the three Collas, with three hundred followers,
took refuge in Scotland. They returned, after a
year’s absence, and being, by the intercession of the
druids, taken into the confidence of the monarch,
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relative, St. Martin, Bishop of Tours. He next
placed himself under St. Germain of Auxerre, and
with him and in Italy he spent several years, and
became not only profoundly learned in the theologi-
cal doctrines of the church, but also proficient in a
variety of languages. From Italy he visited Ler-
ins and other islands of the Mediterranean Sea, and
he is said to have received from the hermit Justus,
who dwelt in one of them, the famous Staff of
Jesus.

In the year 431 Pope Celestine sent Bishop
Palladius on a mission to preach to the Irish, among
whom Christianity already had taken some hold,
but paganism still was so dominant that Palladius,
after a short sojourn, was forced to fly to Scotland,
where he died soon after. Then Pope Celestine,
considering the eminent piety, learning and other
gifts of Succat, resolved to send him upon the Irish
mission, and therefore comsecrated him bishop, at
the same time renaming him Patricius, or Father of
the People (shortened in time to Patrick), which
carried its dignity from the ancient times of Rome
and afterwards was given to kings of France.

In the year 432, accompanied by a few chosen
disciples, St. Patrick, then forty-five years old,
landed on the coast of Wicklow, but being driven to
his ship by the pagan population, sailed northward
to a bay in what is now called the County of Down.
Here the chief of the district hastened to attack the
strangers as pirates, but was arrested by the impress-
ive looks of the bishop, listened to his preaching,
and was baptized with all his family. Afterwards a
church and monastery were established on the site
(now the parish of Saul) by the saint, and this
scene of his first missionary success always contin-
ued to be his favorite retreat.

It is related that when he revisited the scene of
his youthful captivity the following strange event
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a young bard under the instruction of Duffa, and
who is believed to be the author of a certain poem
(now extant) in praise of the saint.

The queen and others followed their example,
but King Leary remained a pagan to the last, though
St. Patrick made so favorable an impression on him
as to receive the royal permission to preach wherever
he wished. It was on this occasion that St. Patrick
successfully used the shamrock growing at his feet
as an illustration of the great doctrine of the Trin-
ity, from which this plant came to be associated with
the patron saint of Ireland and raised into a national
emblem.

The pagan superstition never recovered from
the blow it received that day at Tara. The bitterest
enemies of Christianity were the druids, whose in-
terest it was above all others to support the ancient
belief; and many of them, believed to be magicians,
are described by the old biographers as the objects
of St. Patrick’s miracles, and as sacrificed for their
hostility.

Before leaving Meath St. Patrick attended the
public games at Tailton and preached with success
to the vast multitude assembled there, and soon
after he proceeded to Teffia (now West Meath) and
preached at the hill of Usneagh, a celebrated seat of
druidism. Among his converts at Tailton was the
monarch’s brother, Conall, who gave him his house,
in Meath, to be used as a church, and it received
the name of Donough Patrick.

St. Patrick next proceeded to the present County
of Leitrim, winning a conspicuous success at the
Plain of Adoration, where he overthrew the sacred
monolith and denounced the pagan idolatry prac-
ticed there in homnor of the sun. He passed through
Connaught and Ulster and afterwards through the
other provinces, converting the people by thousands,
ordaining priests, and building churches, schools
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siastical history of Ireland. In his forty-third year
he directed his attention to his countrymen in Scot-
land, who were still mostly pagan.

Having obtained a grant of the small island of

| Iona, off the west coast of Scotland, from his kins-

e e EE,

man, Conall, king of the Scottish colony, he pro-
ceeded thither with twelve chosen disciples and
founded that famous monastery which became the
star of Christianity to Scotland and the Western
Isles. From Iona St. Columba made missionary
journeys through the country of the Picts, whom
he converted to Christianity. Afterwards the
Western Isles became the scene of his most active
labors.

For thirty-four years he was the great leader of
Christianity in those northern regions and is re-
garded as the apostle of both the Picts and Scots of
Scotland, where he laid the foundation of that
friendly intercourse which afterwards subsisted be-
tween the Irish people and the Saxon Christians of
England. Many miracles are attributed to St.
Columba, who, after a life of piety and active benev-
olence, died in the seventy-seventh year of his age,
and was buried at Iona, but his remains were a long
time after removed to Ireland and interred at Down-
patrick.

Iona for centuries furnished missionaries and
prelates for ‘many parts of Great Britain and the
continent, and its monks, formed by St. Columba’s
teaching and example, took a leading part in the
conversion of the Saxoms, supplying the Saxon
Christians of FEngland with many bishops and
priests during at least two centuries. There went
out from the holy isle apostles and teachers to the
Orkneys, to Iceland, to the Isle of Man, and to
England, till the fame of Iona spread over the
world.

After the conversion of Ireland to Christianity
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On the death of Dermott, who fell in battle five
years after the desolation of Tara, two brothers
reigned jointly and were followed by several mon-
archs in succession, the annals of whose reigns are
too meagre and unlnterestmg to merit attention.
Under Hugh, the fifth monarch from Dermott, oc-
curred the great convention at Drumceat, in Ulster,
to settle the claims of the Irish colony in Scotland.
Through the influence of St. Columba, who came
from Iona to attend the convention, accompanied by a
great number of prelates, Hugh consented to aban-
don his claims against his countrymen in Scotland,
thus establishing the independence of the colony
and severing it forever from Ireland, the mother
country. This reign ended with the death of Hugh
in the disastrous battle of Dunbolg, in 594, while
endeavoring to enforce the Leinster tribute claimed
by the monarchs of Ireland since the days of Tuathal
the Legitimate.

A long series of monarchs reigned during the
seventh and eighth centuries, whose actions have

seldom gained them more than a nominal place in
history. Details of an almost ceaseless petty war-
fare between the provinces and between the different

\S “) ~sdistricts of the same province crowd the secular his-

\.
V)

tory of that-paradoxical period,.during which many
of the learned and plous men who came from the
Irish abbeys, disturbed by the turbulence of their
countrymen, sought distinction in other lands.

The tribute which had been so long and re-
luctantly paid by the people of Leinster was abol-
ished in the latter part of the seventh century
through the intercession of St. Moling, and a male-
diction was pronounced against all who should at-
tempt to undo what St. Moling had done. Vet
within half a century the claim was revived by the
monarch Farrell, who invaded Leinster with an
army of 21,000 men to enforce the payment of the
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which they preyed, gave them great advantages;
Their attack on Ireland was fierce and sudden;
they burned, plundered and massacred, particularly
expending their fury upon the church, breaking
down the stone oratories and destroying the religious
houses and schools of learning, burning the ancient
books and manuscripts, melting down the bells,

breaking up the croziers and pastoral staves, and
driving the monks and clergy into the mountains,
compelling the Irish scholars to carry their culture
'and philosophy to the great cities of the European
{continent. ‘

Some of the Danish expeditions consisted of
more than a hundred ships, filled with trained war-
riors, who speedily fortified for themselves the
strongest positions on the coasts and laid the foun-
dation of maritime towns. The cathedral and City
of Armagh, the schools of Bangor, the cloisters of
Clonmacnoise (famous for its seven churches), and
many more seats of piety and learning fell into
their hands. The sacred vessels of the altars were
turned into drinking cups, and the missals, blazing
with precious stones, were torn from their costly
bindings to furnish ornaments for their sword hilts
and gifts to the scalds, or bards, who sang their
achievements. These merciless invaders burned
monasteries, sacked churches and murdered women
and priests.

Their creed was framed, like that of the Sara-
cens, who threatened the existence of Christendom,
to enlist the strongest human passions in its service.
It taught that it was their right to take without stint
or scruple whatever they could win by the sword,
and that if they fell in battle they would be trans-
ported to a delicious country, where they would re-
new their warlike raids and be recreated after toil
at majestic feasts in the Hall of Odin and with the
blandishments of celestial nymphs.
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The Irish chiefs had frequent successes against
the invaders, took many of their strongholds, and
compelled them to make submission from time to
time, but fresh expeditions, eager for plunder, still
arrived from the Baltic and renewed the struggle,
which continued generation after generation, till th
School of the West gradually dwindled and fell int?
almost complete decay before the dangers and trou
bles of a long internecine war.

The Irish kings, divided among themselves,

#“were unable to oppose a common front to the enemy,

‘a4

and for many years the Danes held a large part of
Ireland in subjection. ‘They demanded heavy trib-

“utes in cattle and money from all whom they con-

quered, and those who were unable to pay were
massacred or reduced to slavery. In innumerable
instances while the Danes were engaged in the work
of pillage they were attacked by the Irish and
driven to their ships. But these successes had little
effect on the indomitable energies of the Northmen,
who invariably returned in greater numbers in a
short time, and from their command of the seas had

¢ their choice of a landing place.

X

The Danes first confined themselves to preda-
tory expeditions, but soon after they erected castles
and forts near the coast to shelter their booty, until
finally, encouraged by their success and the dissen-
sions of the Irish, they resolved to attempt the com-
plete conquest of the island. About thirty years
after the first appearance of the Danes in Ireland,
during the reign of the monarch Connor, a chieftain
renowned for superiority of rank and daring by the
name of Turgesius, arrived with a formidable body
of Vikings from the northern seas. On his arrival
in Ireland all the Danes who were already in the
country at once acknowledged his authority, and
within a short period he made himself master of a
large portion of the island. He succeeded in estab-
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lishing his power to a great extent for many years,
during which he exercised over the people a tremen-
dous tyranny. He had fleets of small craft, con-
structed for the purpose, stationed on the principal
lakes in the interior, and he erected throughout
Ireland a great number of castles and forts, where
he kept his troops encamped, and from which
they issued to ravage and plunder the adjacent
territories.—
<Turgesiug destroyed many towns, colleges and
monasteries, massacred thousands of the monks and
clergy, and introduced his own pagan priests and
idols; he banished or killed all the Irish bards and
scholars whom he captured, burned their books, and
destroyed innumerable works of arty During this
unhappy period Ireland was reduced to a complete
state of anarchy; all civilization was retarded, but
the Irish people, so far from practically uniting to
expel the Danes, were generally engaged in civil.
war and discord among themselves. ?he Irish
kings, so long accustomed to think only of their
own personal and family interests, often rejoiced in /}
the success of a Danish foray which laid waste a
rival province, and some of them even had the base-
ness _to—enter_into alliances with the common
enemy.. ' 1
Turgesius sometimes resided in his fortress at
Dublin, but he had his chief fortress and palace on
a high hill (near Lough Lene, in Westmeath); this
hill forms on one side a high, precipitous rock, so
that his stronghold was almost inaccessible and im-
pregnable; ‘‘some of the earthen ramparts still re-
main, and to this day the story of Turgesius is told
in the traditions of the people.” Turgesius, it is
said, in the insolence of his power, made to Mala-
chy, King of Meath, the dishonorable proposal of
demanding his beautiful daughter as a concubine.
The King of Meath, powerless to openly resist, pre-
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coast. About 850 the Danes, having been reinforced
by a fleet of 140 ships from the Baltic Sea, began
their plundering expeditions once more. Whatever
shrine or temple Christian piety had most richly
endowed, Scandinavian rapine was sure to reach.

¥ Internal dissensions enfeebled the country and
strengthened the foe. ‘The Irish kings and chieftains
seemed chiefly intent on mutual slaughter. Not-
withstanding the weakness and destruction caused
by the different interests of their rulers, still the
people of Ireland made a determined though de-
sultory resistance to the invaders.

In 853 three Norwegian princes, named Anlaf,
Ivar and Sitric, with countless crews of fierce war-
riors, swarmed over from the North Sea; they con-
solidated the Danes in Dublin, Waterford and Lim-
erick, and proved themselves powerful enough to
exact tribute from the surrounding country.

. During the ninth century the native annals are
()¢~ almost one melancholy tale of wasting wars, in which
v Ireland was desolated and plundered by the Danes

or by the Irish themselves, or by the Irish and
Danes acting together.. In 900 Cormac, King of
Munster and Archbishop of Cashel, appeared on the
scene to claim literary and political distinction. In
907 Cormac defeated the monarch Flann on the
plains of Moylena, Kings County, but in a subse-
quent battle with Flann the King of Munster fell
with 6,000 followers. Notwithstanding the unpa-
triotic conduct of many of the Irish chiefs, especially
those of Leinster, who, through cupidity or revenge,
joined the Danish standard, still the great body of
the people maintained a brave struggle against
them. Nothing hindered the Danes from conquer-
ing Ireland so much as that division of the kingly
power which prevailed among them as well as
among the Irish and the Anglo Saxons.
Some amalgamation between the foreigners and
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plundered and ravaged by the Danish invaders, who
had finally established themselves there and made it
their stronghold, from which they issued to desolate
the surrounding coasts.

Brian landed on the island with a strong force
of Dalcassian warriors and slew with his own hand
the Danish chieftain and his two sons and drove the
foreigners not only from Scattery, but also from all
the smaller isles of the Shannon, which he plun-
dered and laid desolate. In a subsequent engage-
ment with Donovan (the remaining assassin of Ma-
hon) that chieftain, with all his Irish forces and
Danish allies, was cut off, and thus King Mahon’s
fate was fearfully avenged by his valiant brother.

These repeated successes raised the reputation
and influence of the King of Munster to such a de-
gree that he soon became not only the terror of the
Danes, but a dangerous rival to the nominal mon-
arch of Ireland, and gradually we find him aspiring
to join to the southern division the supreme sover-
eignty of the island, the grand object of the ambi-
tion of many of his predecessors, whose efforts were
at length crowned by the genius and political talents
of Brian Boru.

Malachy II. succeeded to the throne of Ireland
in 980 on the death of Donald O’Niall, the successor
of Connell, who was killed in 959 in a great battle
against the people of Leinster and the Danes. The
accession of Malachy was signalized by a great vic-
tory over the Danes of Dublin and their allies from
the Scottish Isles, who penetrated into the very
heart of his dominions. King Malachy boldly
turned assailant, and attacking the main body of the
enemy, he overthrew them at Tara in a conflict of
three days, in which 5,000 of the foreigners were
slain.

The beaten foe was forced to accept whatever
terms the monarch pleased to dictate, and among
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poet.”” But these brilliant successes did not pro-
cure quiet for Brian; they appear omnly to have
provoked the jealousy of Malachy and prompted him
to try his prowess against the provincial hero.

While the latter was enforcing the Leinster
tribute the monarch made a raid into Muunster, and
among other injuries, ordered to be cut down that
Royal Oak at Adair, under whose boughs the Dal-
cassian kings had long been inaugurated. Thus
Brian and Malachy became openly embroiled with
each other in a struggle for supremacy, which, with
some intermissions, continued for mnearly twenty
years.

Soon after Malachy invaded Leinster, which,
according to the twofold partition of the island be-
fore noticed, was under the dominion of Brian; this
division of the country which gave the sovereignty
of the northern portion to the monarch and
the southern to the crown of Munster, now engen-
dered or fostered that strife which ended in the ele-
vation of the able and ambitious Brian to the throne
of all Ireland. Brian was quickly in motion and
compelled Malachy, without coming to blows, to ac-
knowledge his authority over Leinster and the
southern half of Ireland and his right to the Lein-
ster tribute, which was the point immediately at
issue.

These adjustments were followed by a rare in-
terval of five years in the reign of civil discord.
But Brian was not satisfied; his proud spirit seems
to have been stung by the injuries and insults of the
nominal monarch. His own feelings were wounded; .
his country was torn to pieces by the feuds of rival
and reckless chieftains; the people were oppressed
by barbarous strangers, who held their maritime
towns and plundered their venerated temples; and
Ireland was no way protected, either against foreign
invasion or internecine strife, by an authority able
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Munster, under Brian Boru, who was not only a
great general but also an able diplomat, would be-
fore long overwhelm the throne of the family of the
great Niall. In 1002 Brian, who appears to have
attached to his interest nearly all the great chieftains,
and even the Danish leaders, collected a large army
and marched direct into Meath, deposed King Mal-
achy, who, having been deserted by the northern
chiefs, resigned the crown without a struggle. Brian
received the submission of and took hostages from
the chieftains of Ulster, and gathering all the power
into his own hands, was acknowledged sovereign of
all Ireland.

Brian Boru, eminently endowed by nature and
prepared by discipline and experience to exercise
authority, made a just and wise king, and for twelve
years he ruled in triumph and in peace. The power
and authority to which he had attained Brian
wielded with such vigor, sagacity and success that
made his reign as supreme monarch one of unusual
glory, prosperity and happiness for his country. In
the earlier part of his reign Brian, in order to pre-
serve his authority, was ever on foot. His royal
progresses were incessant. The chieftains of the
North of Ireland at first gave him some trouble, but
at length he caused his power to be respected nearly
as much in Ulster as at the mouth of the Shannon.

Brian visited Armagh frequently, the cathedral
of which he enriched with many costly gifts. The
Danish settlers purchased safety by becoming tribu-
tary, and the feuds of the subordinate kings and
great chieftains were checked by the vigor and pru-
dence of the monarch, whose wise administration
could not fail of being attended by peace and order.

The bards describe the reign of Brian Boru as
Ireland’s golden age. Such private virtues and
public tranquillity prevailed that, says the legend, a
fair maiden walked alone and unmolested over the






























74 HISTORY OF IRELAND

and various Irish chiefs performed prodigies of
valor. Among these Turlough, son of Murrough,
then only in his 16th year, was particularly distin-
guished for his prowess and deeds of heroism. The
battalion of Northmen in coats of mail did great
execution among the Irish during the early part of
the battle, but being attacked by Murrough, at the
head of his chosen troops, those steel-clad champions
were cloven down and hewed through their iron
helmets and armor by the heavy battle-axes and
strong arms of the dauntless and well-disciplined
Dalcassians, and scarcely one of the foreign warriors
escaped to tell the fortunes of the day.

Of the Danish commanders, Murrough slew in
single combat Sigurd, Earl of Orkmneys, whose
skull he clove with a single blow of his battle-ax.
The valiant chiefs Carolus and Conmaol were also
slain by Murrough, and Anrud, son of the King of
Norway, seeing his brothar Carolus slain, furiously
encountered Murrough, whose right hand was swol-
len and unable to wield the battle-ax from incessant
exertion during the day, but with his left hand he
seized Anrud, and literally ‘‘shaking him out of his
coat of mail,’’ he prostrated and pierced him through
the body with his sword, but the Norwegian as he
fell grasped the dagger of Murrough hanging at his
side, and, as the latter stooped over him, plunged it
into his breast and gave the Irish hero a mortal
wound, of which he died the following morning.

The combat of Murrough with Anrud happened
in the evening, and the Danish forces were at that
time nearly vanquished, and were soon after put to
flight in all directions. Brodar, the Danish com-
mander, having fled into a wood near Brian’s tent,
perceived that the king was guarded only by a few
attendants, and taking advantage of the opportu-
nity, he and his followers rushed into the royal
tent; he slew the king with his sword, and at the
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forces and many of his chiefs fell in the engage-
ment, and almost all the Danish commanders were
slain. On the side of the Irish fell King Brian
and his heroic son Murrough, together with Tur-
lough, the son of Murrough, and Conang, nephew
of Brian, and many of the great chieftains of
Munster.

The renowned Brian thus fell in the 88th year
of his age, and he has always been justly celebrated
as one of the greatest of the Irish monarchs. He
was alike eminent for his valor, wisdom, abilities,
piety, munificence, and his patronage of learning
and the arts. From the greatness of his character
as a hero and legislator he has been called the Irish
Alfred, and by the Four Masters he is designated
‘““The Augustus of Western Europe.”’ By his vari-
ous victories over the Danes, particularly that of
Clontarf, he freed his country forever from the
Danish scourge.

Brian had directed by his will that his body
should be interred at Armagh, the cathedral of
which he had endowed with large gifts of cattle and
gold. The dead monarch’s body was embalmed, the
obsequies continued incessantly for twelve days and
nights with great solemnity and magnificence, and
the remains were then buried in a stone coffin at the
north side of the great altar in the cathedral of Ar-
magh. The bodies of Murrough, son of Brian, and
his son Turlough, together with the remains of
Conang, nephew of Brian, and of O’Phelan, Prince
of Waterford, were buried at the same time in the
south side of the cathedral.






78 HISTORY OF IRELAND

deteriorating, while the chief and great men were
absorbing all political and social power. As the
chieftains became more absolute they in time as-
sumed the privilege of quartering themselves and
their attendants upon their subjects at their own
pleasure.

This oppressive custom in time was changed to
a tribute. As the tribal land became occupied and
the population grew the clans, always jealous of
each other, became aggressive. Lands were seized,
cattle lifted, laws set at defiance, and personal and
family ambition prompted the chieftains to encour-
age the tribal strife. Ireland no longer existed as
a compact nation, but was divided into five virtually
independent provinces or kingdoms, animated by
almost perpetual hostility.

From the death of Malachy II. in 1022 until
the Welsh-Norman invasion in 1169 there is little else
to relate but a constant struggle, with varying suc-
cess of ambitious provincial kings for the crown of
all Ireland, with many efforts on the part of the
church to restore peace and order by the mediation
of its pacific influence. During this protracted
struggle for the supreme power Brian’s celebrated
palace of Kincora, on the Shannon, in Munster,
was destroyed by the northern chieftains, and in re-
taliation, Aileach, on Lough Swilly, in Ulster, the
no less famous palace of the O’Neills, was leveled
to the ground by the O’Brians, who, we are told,
carried away the materials, stone by stone, to
Limerick.

Thus for nearly 150 years the ancient annals
record little more than a succession of civil wars,
during which the history of Ireland is mainly the
history of the ambitions, jealousies, feuds and wars
of the five great clans: the O’Brians of Munster,
the O’Neills of Ulster, the MacMurroughs of Lein-
ster, the O’Malachys of Meath and the O’Conors
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the close of the 12th century the Normans cast long-
ing eyes on Ireland and found a foothold there
through the jealousies and consequent disunion
to which a tribal and pastoral people are peculiarly
liable. ‘The population of Ireland at this time did
not exceed a million and was divided into a great
number of clans or tribes. These clans were subdi-
vided into two great classes: the free clans, consist-
ing chiefly of the Milesian race, and the clans
which had been reduced by the sword to a state of
bondage.

The latter were mainly descendants of the
primitive races of Ireland and the slaves imported
from England and other countries.

Under the laws of the Milesians it was con-
sidered a crime to record the history of the con-
quered races who had been reduced to servitude at
the beginning of the Milesian conquest, and thus
the more ancient Irish fared at the hands of their
Milesian conquerors as the Milesians themselves
fared in after times at the hands of the English his-
torians. Of the free clans at this period the most
powerful were the O’Brians of Munster, the O’Neills
of Ulster, the O’Conors of Connaught, the Mac-
Murroughs of Leinster and the O’Malachys of
Meath.

All Ireland, with the exception of a few seaport
towns where the Danes had settled, was in the
hands of Irish kings and chiefs of old descent and
famous lineage, who quarreled among themselves as
readily and fiercely as though their interest, ambi-
tion and pleasure were war. ‘The Irish constitution
was little altered from pagan times. There were
still five kings, one of whom was elected supreme
monarch, and he received tribute from the four sub-
ordinate kings. ‘This tribute, after the introduction
of Christianity, consisted chiefly of cattle, but in
the pagan times slaves were commonly offered as
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conditions from King Dermot which considerably
diminished his power, but Dermot found a friend in
Murty O’Neill when the latter became monarch,
and during his reign O’Rourke was oppressed and
insulted with impunity.

Roderic O’Conor in assuming the supreme
power warmly espoused O’Rourke’s cause and his
power of punishing was greatly increased by a gen-
eral combination of the chiefs against Dermot, whom
the latter had wronged or insulted, and the people
of Leinster, exasperated as they had been by his ar-
bitrary, insolent and cruel conduct, Leinster was
invaded and its king, almost completely abandoned
even by his own subjects, fled for temporary safety
to Ferns, his capital city, and concealed himself
there in St. Mary’s monastery, which he had
founded, but being pressed by his pursuers he es-
caped to the sea coast, and with a few followers fled
to England, A. D. 1168.

Dermot hastened to France, where the Norman
King of England, Henry II., was pursuing his
plans of aggrandizement, and besought his assist-
ance and did him homage. The Anglo-Norman
king had already marked Ireland for conquest, as a
nation divided against itself. Dermot’s quarrel and
expulsion was King Henry’s opportunity. ‘Thelat-
ter accordingly gave his royal permission to the de-
posed Irish king to enmlist any of his English or
Welsh subjects who might be willing to engage in
the proposed expedition against Ireland.

On his return to England Dermot proclaimed
rewards of extensive possessions in Ireland to all
those who would aid him in the recovery of his
crown. After the decisive battle of Hastings in
1066 several of the Norman nobles who had not re-
ceived any share of the Anglo-Saxon estates, or who
had wasted in dissipation the lands acquired by the
conquest of England, obtained from the Anglo-
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in the female line. Many of them were closely
united in one family connection by their descent
from one remarkable woman—Nesta—the beautiful
princess of South Wales. The chief of these were
Maurice FitzGerald and his maternal brother, Rob-
ert FitzStephen. The circumstances and tempers
of these half-brothers corresponded with Strongbow’s
and disposed them to a ready acceptance of Dermot’s
offers of the surrender to them of the City of Wex-
ford and the grantof a large tract of land adjoining.
With FitzGerald and FitzStephen were joined Myler
FitzHenry, Maurice de Prendergast, Hervey de
Montmorris, Robert de Barry and some other
knights of reputation.

Having made these arrangements Dermot re-
turned to Ireland, where he found a secure asylum
in the monastery at Ferns during the winter months.
Early in the spring of 1169, at the head of a few
native and some foreign troops who had accompa-
nied him from Wales, Dermot boldly entered the
field and made himself master of a part of Leinster.
King Roderic, alarmed at his reappearance, col-
lected the national forces, and with O’Rourke
marched against him, and after several engagements
compelled him to take refuge in a wild district on
the banks of the River Slany.

In one of these skirmishes a son of the Prince of
North Wales, who fought under Dermot, was slain.
He is said to have been one of the most famous war-
riors of Britain. The attempt made by the troops
of Roderic and O’Rourke to force the post occupied
by Dermot was repulsed with some loss, and King
Roderic, at the same time alarmed by the report of
a meditated revolt in Munster, entered into an
agreement with the crafty Dermot and allowed him
to retain a small portion of Leinster on condition
of giving hostages for his fidelity and paying a hun-
dred ounces of gold to O’Rourke as a compensation
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set fire to the suburbs of the town and retired hastily
within the walls.

FitzStephen lost no time in pressing his advan-
tage and led up his forces in person. These, we
are told, rushed to the assault with loud cries and
desperate vigor, but the garrison made a gallant de-
fense, and casting down from the walls large stones
and beams, repulsed every attack. Among the first
who mounted the walls was Robert de Barry, the
eldest brother of the well-known historian, Gerald
de Barry, commonly called Giraldus Cambrensis or
Gerald of Wales. A large stone thrown by the
garrison struck his helmet with such force that he
fell headlong into the ditch and was with difficulty
dragged out alive by his companions. FitzStephen
withdrew his forces after a loss of eighteen, while of
the garrison only three were slain.

He resolved, however, to leave no refuge for
retreat and led his men to the shore and set fire to
the ships in which they had arrived. ‘The next
morning, after divine service was celebrated in the
camp, FitzStephen and Dermot drew up their forces
with great care and prepared to renew the attack
upon the town in a more effective manner. But the
townsmen had taken counsel during the night and
they anticipated the enemy’s movement by send-
ing hostages and renewing their allegiance to
Dermot.

The jealousy and vindictive animosity of the
latter remained unappeased and three days passed in
negotiation. At length, however, by the influence
of his allies and the clergy, terms were all arranged
and the foreigners and Dermot entered the town, the
lordship of which, according to his promise, was be-
stowed, with the grant of the surrounding districts,
on FitzStephen and Maurice FitzGerald, though the
latter had not yet arrived, and he also presented to
Hervey de Montmorris two districts on the coast be-
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intricate morass and awaited the approach of the
enemy. When the army of FitzStephen and Der-
mot approached the pass the Normans rushed for-
ward to attack the intrenchments, but Donald’s men
fought with desperate vigor and the attack failed.

The struggle continued from morning till even-
ing, during which the strength of Donald’s position
defied the repeated assaults of the Normans and
baffled their utmost efforts of valor and skill. In
this difficulty FitzStephen had recourse to strata-
gem: he ordered his men to feign a retreat. This
threw Donald’s men off their guard; in the heat of
battle they overlooked the secret of their strength
and suffered their native ardor to impel them rashly
to the firm and open plain where the foe retreated
for the purpose of leading them into this fatal error.
When the Ossorians rushed forth from their in-
trenchments the Norman knights turned in their
pretended flight and charged with resistless force,
scattering their pursuers with great slaughter until
the Ossorians once more reached the security of
their fortifications.

The Normans, in their turn, carried forward by
the ardor of pursuit, became involved in the marshy
ground, where it was impossible for cavalry to act
without imminent danger. Donald, now thinking
the enemy within his power, began to reassemble
his men with a courage that was perceived by his
countrymen in the opposite ranks. Many of Der-
mot’s men, alarmed at the critical position of their
allies, now stood apart, and Dermot, seeing this
movement, was led to fear that they meant to change
sides and go over to the men of Ossory. In the
meantime FitzStephen took the necessary steps to
repair the error of his position. Repeating his for-
mer order, the Norman knights once more assumed
the appearance of a confused and hurried retreat,
which again deceived the Ossorians, who rushed forth
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than 400 men. The latter were just passing through
a little vale, where they were exposed to great dan-
ger. FitzStephen and Prendergast urged them to
keep close together until they had passed this crit-
ical point, when, having reached better ground, they
might turn upon their pursuers. Soon the Nor-
mans were on better ground, and, raising the war
cry of “‘St. David!”’ they suddenly turned around
upon their pursuers and presented ‘‘a wall of steel”’
which the men of Ossory could not penetrate, and
the charge of the foreign knights at this decisive
moment at once decided the fate of the day. When
Dermot’s troops saw the result of the battle they
rushed forth from concealment in the woods and fell
upon the rear of the fugitives, and with their battle-
axes cut off the heads of the slain. More than two
hundred ghastly trophies were thus laid at the feet
of Dermot.

The victors the next day returned to Ferns,
where the chiefs from most parts of Leinster, terri-
fied by reports of the prowess of the Norman allies,
came in and gave hostages to Dermot for their alle-
giance. The Prince of Ossory, however, and As-
gal, the ' Dano-Irish lord of Dublin, still held aloof.
After resting a few days at Ferns Dermot proceeded
a second time to invade Ossory. Donald FitzPat-
rick, more irritated than daunted by calamity, was
in the meantime preparing for a more desperate ef-
fort of resistance. He had fortified himself with a
strong intrerichment and palisades of stakes in a
very difficult pass in the path of his enemy, and
but for the lack of discipline of his men would have
obtained decisive revenge. When the invaders ap-
proached the pass the native troops of Dermot were
appointed to attack the intrenchments, which was
done with the utmost valor during two successive
days, but the assailants were as often driven back by
the Ossorians until, on the third day, elated by fre-
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arrived at Ferns he had only a small force under his
command besides his foreign allies. Not feeling
themselves strong enough to face in the field the
army of King Roderic, FitzStephen and Dermot re-
treated to a strong position not far from Ferns, sur-
rounded by dense woods, steep mountains, and a
deep morass, which was rendered almost impregna-
ble by felling trees, digging pits and trenches, and
other devices of Norman strategy under the skillful
direction of FitzStephen. Here they awaited the
approach of Roderic, but when the monarch pro-
ceeded to invest the army of Dermot and Fitz-
Stephen the situation of the latter, in spite of their
position and skill and the strength of their defenses,
seemed desperate; yet King Roderic had recourse to
negotiations instead of fighting. The Irish mon-
arch had a large force, but, in fact, little power at
his command. His army, composed of discordant
elements, was more of a pageant than an effective
force; his chiefs were not to be leagued together ex-
cept by their private interests, and they were, when
ambition or interest required, as willing to combine
against their monarch as to follow him in a national
cause.

The national interest was imperfectly under-
stood, and what little community of feeling ex-
isted was overshadowed by the strifes and conten-
tions of sectional politics. Provincial feuds and
jealousies, the disaffection of many, the fears of
some, the disumion of all, traced in the quaint
records of that dark age, appear to the modern
reader as dim shadows in the distance of time. In
that memorable conflict those who were the anxious
and deeply interested actors, though not deficient in
courage or in earnestness, were governed by fatal
and uncommon influences now but little understood.
The disunion of the Irish chiefs, their characteristic
inability to combine may be safely set down in this
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tained the superiority over Roderic, and the mon-
arch of Ireland was driven back into Connaught.
Thus all things appeared to favor Dermot and his
foreign allies.

When the small number of the adventurers is
considered their success seems marvelous, but it was
the victory of trained soldiers in armor over undis-
ciplined, unprotected valor. The Irish were de-
feated not through deficiency of courage but by
want of unity among themselves and the absence
of those vigorous councils necessary when the inde-
pendence of the whole island was threatened. Der-
mot now was at liberty to pursue his schemes of
vengeance and aggrandizement and Dublin was se-
lected as the first object of attack.

The city and surrounding country was chiefly
inhabited by Dano-Irish, who were then the chief
commercial people of the country. Dermot bore
them especial hatred for the spirit with which they
frequently repelled his aggressions. His father,
when King of Leinster, had so exasperated them by
oppression that, when caught within their walls,
they slew him and buried his remains with a dog.
They from that time revolted and acknowledged no
rulers but Asgal MacTorcal, a chief of Danish de-
scent, and Roderic O’ Conor, monarch of Ireland.
Dermot, with his Irish and foreign forces, advanced
into the territory of Dublin, which he laid waste
with fire and sword till the terrified people were
forced to appease him by a prompt submission,
which by the advice of Maurice FitzGerald was re-
luctantly accepted.

Roderic, already incensed by Dermot’s breaches
of covenant, invaded Leinster with a small army,
but he was defeated and driven back across the
Shannon. Thus encouraged, Dermot began to talk
openly of higher ambitions, and his relentless venge-
ance prompted him to endeavor to depose King Rod-
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walls. Maurice Regan, secretary of Dermot, was
sent to summon the city to surrender and to demand
thirty hostages for its fidelity.

Asgal, the Dano-Irish governor of Dublin, was
unwilling to hazard an engagement, but the citizens
could not agree among themselves about the details
of the treaty, and the time of parley having passed
while they were disputing about the hostages, Miles
de Cogan and Raymond led their troops suddenly
against an unguarded part of the walls, entered the
city, and slew great numbers of the inhabitants.
The slaughter was dreadful, for the citizens and
garrison, though taken by surprise, made a gallant
defense.

Many were slain and numbers of those who es-
caped the sword were drowned in the River Liffey.
Lawrence O’T'oole, the illustrious Archbishop of
Dublin, did honor to the occasion by the humanity
and energy of his patriotic exertions in behalf of
his fellow-citizens.

King Dermot and Strongbow entered the city
and seized immense quantities of provisions, gold,
silver and other valuables. Strongbow was now in-
vested with the lordship of Dublin and appointed
Miles de Cogan his first governor. Dermot and his
allies next made an incursion into Meath, plundered
and burned Clonard, Kells and other churches, and
after a brief campaign returned to Dublin laden
with spoils. Roderic, unable or unwilling to meet
the enemy in the field, sent messengers to Dermot
to complain of his conduct and to threaten him with
the execution of his hostages if he did not desist.
Dermot, who cared as little for his hostages as for
his oath, answered that he would never rest till he
should become master of Connaught and of all
Ireland.

Roderic immediately put his hostages to death,
among whom were the son and grandson of Dermot,
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lin for two months; a close blockade, however, was
maintained and Strongbow was finally reduced to
the necessity of proposing a treaty. At the first
serious apprehension of danger Strongbow had dis-
patched messengers to FitzStephen at Wexford for
assistance and the latter had sent him a part of his
small garrison. But the people of Wexford no
sooner saw the number of their masters reduced
than they burst into insurrection, slew the greater
part of them and sent the remainder to an island in
the bay. This news reached Strongbow at a mo-
ment when his courage began to waver on account
of the overwhelming force of the enemy. He ac-
cordingly proposed terms of accommodation to Rod-
eric and offered to acknowledge himself his subject
and accept Leinster under him, provided the mon-
arch would immediately raise the siege.

Roderic declared that he would listen to no
terms unless the Normans would agree to surrender
Dublin and all the places, forts and castles held by
them and would bind themselves to depart on a cer-
tain day, with all their forces, from Ireland, and in
case of a refusal he threatened to give immediate
orders for an assault. The city was defended by a
strong garrison of Normans and there was also
a considerable force of Irish allies from Leinster
under Donald Cavanagh and two chiefs from Wick-
low, but the besieged were in great need of provis-
ions and in imminent danger of starvation unless
soon relieved, In this crisis Strongbow called a
council of war, over which he presided. Maurice
and Raymond FitzGerald, Miles and Richard de
Cogan, Myler FitzHenry, Maurice de Prendergast
and others of the bravest and most experienced of
the foreign knights were present, and it was de-
termined, after long deliberation, to cut their way
through the army of King Roderic. Accordingly,
having laid their plans, a chosen band of their best
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Prince of Thomond, or North Munster, who had
married a daughter of King Dermot.

An expedition against Domnald FitzPatrick,
Prince of Ossory, was planned by the two kinsmen,
and the allied army marched into the territory of the
ancient enemy of their deceased father-in-law.
FitzPatrick, unable to withstand the united forces,
sent to offer terms of peace. A personal interview
was arranged by the mediation of Maurice de Pren-
dergast, who had served for a short time under the
Prince of Ossory, and the latter, having received an
assurance of safety, came to the Norman-Irish
camp.

QO’Brian and Strongbow were inclined to violate
their agreement and throw the Prince of Ossory
into prison, but Maurice de Prendergast openly pro-
tested against this breach of faith and threatened
to resist it by force of arms. Strongbow yielded to
this remonstrance and the Irish chief was dismissed
in safety.

Soon afterwards an expedition was undertaken
against the O’Byrnes of Wicklow, who were soon
subdued, but in the midst of his triumphs Strong-
bow received an order from King Henry so peremp-
tory that he dared not disobey, and accordingly he
embarked in haste for England. Strongbow had
scarcely left the Irish shores when a new danger
presented itself before Miles de Cogan, who was left
in charge of the government of Dublin. On the
taking of the city the Dano-Irish governor, Asgal,
with many of the wealthy citizens, fled to their
ships in the Liffey and sailed to the Isle of Man and
the Scottish islands, with their treasures. Asgal,
determined to attempt the recovery of Dublin, col-
lected a large force of Danes from the islands, then
ruled by Scandinavians, and arrived in May, 1170,
near Dublin with a fleet of sixty ships and 10,000
men. One of his commanders was a famous Danish
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force of about 10,000 men—knights, men-at-arms
and archers.

He was attended by Strongbow, John de Courcy,
ancestor of the barons of Kinsale; Hugh de Lacy,
William FitzAdelm de Burgo, ancestor of the
Burkes; Theobald Walter, ancestor of the Butlers;
Robert le Poer, ancestor of the Powers, and many
other lords and nobles renowned throughout Eng-
land and Europe. This display of force overawed
many of the Leinster and Munster chieftains, who
seem to have thought resistance to such an army
useless, hence most of them came in and swore
allegiance to King Henry.

Without a master spirit to subdue their jealous-
ies and to unite the turbulent clans, combined
resistance was impossible. Henry’s claim was to
be Lord of Ireland, a title carrying only a vague
and shadowy authority, which left the native chief-
tains in possession of supreme power in their own
territories; but with this title he and his successors
on the English throne for more than three centuries
contented themselves.

The morning after Henry’s arrival at Water-
ford he received the submission of Dermot MacCar-
thy, Prince of Desmond, or South Munster, who
surrendered to him the City of Cork and did him
homage. MacCarthy’s example was followed by
Donald O’Brian, Prince of Thomond, or North
Munster, who surrendered Limerick, and by Donald
FitzPatrick, Prince of Ossory, and Malachy O’Phe-
lan, Prince of Desies. The Dano-Irish swore alle-
giance, as did Tiernan O’Rourke, Prince of Brefny,
and other chiefs, and Roderic O’Conor at length
turned at bay across the Shannon.

The men of Wexford sent Henry ambassadors
declaring that they had seized FitzStephen and his
men as traitors to his majesty and only detained
them until the royal pleasure was known. On his
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the sword the Normans advanced their claims, and
with the sword the Irish chieftains met them. The
invaders made a brilliant appearance wrapped in
steel, with their pointed helmets and shields, their
heraldic bearings, their formidable weapons, and
their powerful war-horses.

Beneath their banners came their well-trained,
well-armed soldiers, skilled to shoot with the cross-
bow and long-bow, well supplied with all the imple-
ments for the taking of cities that Roman ingenuity
had devised and Norman craft perfected. ‘The Irish
galloglasses and kerns opposed to them, though not
entirely unfamiliar with the use of armor, seldom
indeed used it, while their weapons were in every
respect inferior to those of the invaders; conse-
quently the Normans were at first victorious every-
where: they swarmed over the country, pushing
their strange names and strange ways into the
homes of the time-honored clans.

The government established by Henry was ac-
knowledged in Waterford, Wexford and Dublin, and
then known as the Pale, which was a rudely forti-
fied camp on a huge scale, whose boundaries shifted
with circumstances. After Henry’s departure the
extension of the Norman power was intrusted to
private adventurers, whose rewards were the spoils
of the vanquished. When spoliation was thus
legalized it is not surprising that many of the Nor-
man leaders were unscrupulous in the selection of
their victims, and seized the lands of those who ac-
knowledged allegiance to King Henry as eagerly
as the possessions of those who still withheld
submission.

Indeed, the clans which had been foremost in
acknowledging the Norman sovereignty were the
greatest sufferers. ‘The invaders seized their lands
on any pretense or on no pretense. ‘The governors
were bribed by a share of the spoil to refuse redress,
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O’Dempsey, a chieftain in Offaly, or Kings County.
On his return his forces were suddenly attacked ina
defile by the Irish chieftain, and several of his
knights, including Robert de Quincy, his son-in-
law, were slain.

The grant of Meath to Hugh de Lacy occa-
sioned more important tumults. Tiernan O’Rourke,
Prince of Brefny and Lord of East Meath, had been
confirmed in his possessions by King Henry, but he
naturally feared that the formidable castles that
De Lacy was erecting and garrisoning would prove
too powerful for royal grants and legal claims; it
was proposed, too, that they should arrange their
respective boundaries in a friendly conference at the
hill of Ward, near Athboy, and to that place
O’Rourke and De Lacy repaired with trusty bands
of their adherents.

Both sides are accused of treachery and the
conference terminated in a furious conflict. De
Lacy was with difficulty rescued by Maurice Fitz-
Gerald, but O’Rourke was slain on the spot, with a
number of his followers. Similar incidents alien-
ated the chieftains who had submitted to the Nor-
man rule. They found that King Henry was un-
willing or unable to afford them protection against
the adventurers, and they resolved to take advantage
of the difficulties in which Henry was placed and
make one bold effort for independence.

The readiness with which Strongbow had has-
tened to bring assistance to his sovereign in the lat-
ter’s war with his rebellious sons effaced the jeal-
ousy and suspicion which Henry had previously
entertained of his designs. Strongbow was sent
back to Ireland with the authority of lord-deputy,
and, with what he considered of equal importance,
permission to avail himself of Raymond’s abilities
in any enterprise that appeared advisable. Imme-
diately after his arrival Strongbow took care to send
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The new confederacy was joined by Donald
Cavanagh and the other principal chiefs who had
hitherto supported the Normans in all their efforts,
and Roderic O’Conor was induced to place himself
at the head of a confederacy which seemed to prom-
ise the fairest prospects of success. In this difficulty
Strongbow sent messengers to solicit the return of
the chivalric Raymond.

That valiant leader collected a new band of ad-
venturers, including thirty knights, all of his own
kindred, and crossing the sea, landed at Waterford
just as the inhabitants were meditating a general
rising against the garrison, which was, in conse-
quence of Raymond’s arrival, frustrated. The mar-
riage of Raymond and Basilia was now celebrated
with great pomp at Wexford, and on the following
morning the bridegroom marched with all his avail-
able troops towards the North to check the advance
of Roderic’s army, which now threatened an attack
on Dublin.

But the Irish monarch was unable to bring his
forces to an engagement. KEager to secure the
plunder which they had obtained in Meath, the
chieftains insisted on returning home. Having re-
paired the castles which had been destroyed in
Meath, Raymond next led his army into Munster, -
where he was attended by his usual good fortune,
and Limerick, which had been taken by O’Brian
after the battle of Turles, was recovered, and its
plunder enriched the victorious army.

The prospects thus opened were threatened
with speedy extinction by the jealous suspicions of
King Henry. He lent a credulous ear to the tales
which Hervey told of Raymond’s ambition, and sent
over commissioners who were charged to conduct
Raymond into FEngland. Raymond professed his
readiness to obey, but while his departure was de-
layed by contrary winds, news arrived that the inde-
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again and again to the charge, maintaining a bitter
and wasting war against the invaders, until eventu-
ally the Norman leader was forced to make his es-
cape, scarcely with his life, and with an almost total
loss of his troops. He stood at bay near Strangford
Lough, protected by fortifications, and aided by re-
inforcements from Dublin and from his father-in-
law, Godfrey, King of the Isle of Man.

Murrough, the eldest son of Roderic O’Conor,
who wished to dethrone his father, invited the Nor-
mans for that purpose to invade Connaught. Miles
de Cogan entered that province with a powerful
army, but the Irish laid waste the country in order
to deprive their enemies of subsistence, and the
Normans were forced to beat a hasty retreat. Near
the Shannon they were met by Roderic and his
men, who defeated them with great slaughter. The
monarch’s son Murrough was taken prisoner and
punished with the loss of his eyes.

In 1181 Henry recalled De Burgo and appointed
Hugh de Lacy chief governor; at the same time he
proceeded to make further grants of Irish territory
to his friends, giving Desmond, or South Munster,
to Miles de Cogan and Robert FitzStephen; the
Desies (the present County Waterford) to Robert le
Poer; Thomond, or North Munster, to Philip de
Braosa; and the whole of Connaught to De Burgo,
but reserving the cities of Cork, ILimerick and
Waterford to himself.

As for the new settlers, they were not safe in
their own forts and castles; the Irish were constantly
on the watch to attack and expel them; and in con-
sequence there was perpetual though desultory war-
fare going on within the Norman districts, even to
the walls of the seaport cities. Henry conferred
the lordship of Ireland on his favorite son John,
and in 1185 sent him to undertake the government.
The prince landed at Waterford in April with 400
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of the Pale, the Normans had great difficulty in re-
pelling a vigorous inroad of the Irish and in sup-
pressing a rising of the O’Malachys, who had
endeavored to regain their own. De Lacy himself
fell a victim to the hostility of the Irish, being slain
while superintending the erection of a castle on the
site of the great monastery of Durrow, founded by
St. Columba.

When Henry was fully informed of the ruin
which threatened his Irish interests he immediately
recalled John and intrusted the government to De
Courcy, who, left to his own resources, acted with
all the vigor the crisis demanded. He was ably
seconded by young De Lacy, but he derived greater
assistance from the dissensions of the Irish them-
selves, who, even at this most critical moment, re-
newed the feuds which had previously been their
ruin.

In Connaught, Roderic O’Conor, being deposed
by his son Conor Manmoy, retired to the monastery
of Cong, where he passed the remainder of his days.
De Courcy attempted to invade Connaught, invited
by another son of Roderic, who wished to dethrone
his brother, but the Normans were forced to retire
before the united forces of Manmoy and O’Brian,
Prince of Thomond, who came to the aid of the
reigning son of Roderic, and De Courcy was driven
from the province. In crossing the Curlieu Mount-
ains the invaders were attacked by the men of Con-
naught and Munster, and after suffering severely
escaped with difficulty to Leinster.

The Irish now declared that they would drive
the Normans from their shores. A combined effort
for that purpose probably would have succeeded, but
this was prevented by the jealousy of the clans and
the private feuds of the Irish chieftains. No sooner
was success apparently in the hands of the natives
than they fell to quarreling and the foreigners were
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reaping in a field when the news came that opened
his path to greatness. In words which became pro-
verbial, he bade farewell to the sickle and welcomed
the sword.

From the time of his entrance on the scene of
strife he was the central figure in the West, around
which all the movements of military and political
life circled. As if under the spell of a master
mind, the Norman leaders became alternately and
successively his allies or his foes, as his needs re-
quired or his attacks compelled.

Soon after ascending the throne of Connaught
Cathal declared himself resolved to restore the an-
cient honors of his name and nation, and he prom-
ised speedy vengeance on the Normans, who had
usurped the fairest portions of his land and were
still extending their ravages and oppressions. All
the chieftains applauded these sentiments; the men
of Thomond and Desmond hastened to express their
approval, and the clans of Ulster sent messengers
to offer their assistance.

De Courcy saw the coming storm and summoned
his friend, Amoric de St. Lawrence, to his assist-
ance. Amoric, having collected a troop of about
200 foot and 30 horse, hastened to obey his leader’s
summons, but passing through part of Cathal’s
country he fell into an ambuscade, and overwhelmed
by numbers, perished with all his men.

Soon after this victory the Normans were de-
feated at Killaloe and again near Turles by the
brave Dalcassians, led by their chief, the celebrated
Donald O’Brian, King of Munster. In 1194, two
years after these successes, this warlike O’Brian
(who was a direct descendant of Brian Boru, the
hero of Clontarf) died; but ere this star of the
South had set in Munster a no less brilliant one
rose in Connaught to guide the clans in their future
struggles.
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dare and a great part of the Southern province. In
1259 the Southern Geraldines and the MacCarthys
fought a great battle at Callan Glen, near Kenmare,
in Kerry. There the Normans suffered perhaps the
most crushing defeat that they had yet received on
Irish soil, and the Munster Geraldines were almost
annihilated.

The death of the victor, Florence MacCarthy,
soon after, however, enabled the FitzGeralds to re-
cover from their defeat and confusion, and in time
they regained their lost ground and rebuilt the
numerous castles which had been taken from them
and destroyed by the gallant Prince of Desmond.
While the FitzGeralds were firmly establishing
themselves in Leinster and Munster, and branches
of the great house of Butler were spreading over all
Kilkenny and Tipperary, the De Burgos, or Burkes,
who had firmly established themselves in Limerick
and West Meath, taking advantage of the feuds of
the O’Conors, were gradually obtaining a foothold
in the West. The rival princes of Connaught,
after the death of the able Cathal O’Conor in 1224,
were blindly rushing at each other’s throats in
bloody civil strife: the De Burgos, strongly posted
at Athlone, on the Shannon, now helping one of the
combatants and then another, watched their oppor-
tunity till the country was desolate and exhausted;
then they occupied the best of the land, drove out
the native chiefs, and built themselves impregnable
forts and castles.

Ulster had originally been granted to De
Courcy, but he incurred the displeasure of King
John of England, who transferred his grant to Hugh
de Lacy. The whole of this vast territory in 1254
passed by marriage to the De Burgo family. But
the foreign lordship of Ulster remained for a long
time little more than a nominal possession. The
greater part of that province was unconquered for
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posed the chiefs of the O’Donnells and the O’Neills
and set up those of his own choosing, and he also
received hostages from the O’Conors. He was the
first of the Norman barons to hold, at the same
time, hostages both of Connaught and Ulster.

In 1288 a civil war broke out between De Burgo
and the Geraldines, and after many conflicts the
Red Earl and his brother William were taken pris-
oners and carried in fetters to FitzGerald’s castle in
Offaly. Soon after a parliament, assembled at Kil-
kenny, ordered their release, and a peace was made
between those rival houses, which was strengthened
soon after by the marriage of De Burgo’s daughters
to Maurice and Thomas FitzGerald, afterwards the
heads of the illustrious houses of Desmond and
Kildare.

At the close of the 13th century the Irish clans
of the East and South were driven to the more wild
and mountainous districts, while a large portion of
Connaught and the greater part of Ulster yet re-
mained to them. Sometimes the natives purchased
the aid of the Norman adventurers in their feuds
with their own countrymen. Sometimes the Irish
were seen marching beneath the banners of a Nor-
man lord to invade the territory of a neighbor.
Occasionally Normans with Irish allies met in the
shock of battle other Normans with their Irish
allies.

The history of Ireland during this century is
mainly the history of a few great Irish and Norman
families. ‘Through this long period of warfare and
confusion there was no dearth of jarring elements,
but, properly speaking, no Irish nation. Both na-
tive and foreigner were almost equally turbulent
and lawless. The Norman supremacy in Ireland
was perhaps at its height at the close of the 13th
century. The Norman lords built great castles and
lived in them a life of rough independence. They
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insurrection headed by one of his own rivals, and
the Red Earl, thus weakened, began to retreat, but
was speedily followed by Bruce and compelled to
risk an engagement. A battle was fought Septem-
ber, 1315, at Castle Conor, in Antrim, in which the
Normans were defeated with severe loss, and the
earl with the remnant of his force fled back to
Connaught.

Bruce now laid siege to Carrickfergus, but with
the main body of his army marched into Meath, de-
feated the enemy in several engagements, particu-
larly in a decisive battle near Kells, where Edmund
Butler, the chief governor, and his forces were
routed and many killed on both sides. Bruce spent
his Christmas and a great part of the winter at one
of the castles of his friends, the De Lacys, in West
Meath, attended by the principal Irish chiefs of
Ulster and Meath. He next advanced into Kildare,
his progress being opposed by Sir Edmund Butler
and several of the lords of Leinster and Munster,
who had collected alarge force. A battle was fought
near Athy, in which Bruce was again victorious.
The principal Irish chiefs of Leinster now joined
Bruce, as did some of the Norman settlers and a few
of the great lords. The De Lacys already had de-
clared themselves adherents of the Scottish chief.
Butler, however, put down a rising of the O’Tooles
and the O’Byrnes of Wicklow and speedily followed
up his advantage till the O’Moores, MacMurroughs
and other Leinster clans were reduced to sub-
mission.

The majority of the native clergy and some of
the Norman ecclesiastics embraced the popular side,
and, confident of success, Edward Bruce was sol-
emnly crowned king of Ireland at Dundalk. In
the meantime Felim O’Comnor’s absence from Con-
naught had given a fresh opportunity to the spirit
of usurpation and violence which too often had char-
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before the walls of Athenry, the chief stronghold of
the De Burgos and De Berminghams in Connaught.
The commanders were worthy of one another and
the conduct of the troops was not unworthy of their
commanders.

The mounted knights and mail-clad warriors
reeled and retreated more than once before the as-
saults of the impetuous clans. Their strength was
nearly exhausted and their bravest leaders slain, but
the example of the gallant survivors reanimated
the courage of theirmen. Bermingham led, rallied,
fought over the whole field. His prowess was every-
where displayed; his heroic glow communicated it-
self to every soldier. It was a scene for which he
was eminently fitted, and a day such as he coveted.
His bold and impassioned genius was admirably
supported by the prudent and resolute De Burgo,
who restored stability wherever he turned, and
whose prompt resources supplied every need. On
the other hand, the Irish troops showed themselves
thoroughly impressed with the greatness of the oc-
casion and determined to wipe away the stains of so
many previous disasters.

Vengeance inflamed their characteristic hate
and fury, and a sense of the great crisis gave them
uncommon force, firmness and fortitude. Wave
after wave they precipitated themselves upon the
foe, who withstood them like marshaled cliffs along
the seashore and beat them back again and again.
This moment they recoiled; the next they hurried
forward with a vehemence which spread havoc be-
fore it. ‘Thrice they broke the adverse lines, which
superior discipline soon knitted together again. In
their repeated assaults upon the iron ranks opposed
to them they suffered dreadful carnage.

The Norman troops rarely advanced, but when
they did Felim’s rapid rushing from post to post, al-
ways accompanied by brilliant achievements, resem-
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ions, but before his departure he promised to rejoin
his brother at an early day. The burning and plun-
dering of towns, castles and churches were carried
into Kildare and Tipperary, and even to the vicinity
of Limerick, but Murty O’Brian, Prince of Tho-
mond, declared against the Scots and joined the
enemy.

The devastations of Bruce’s soldiers alienated
the affection of the people, who were previously dis-
posed to regard him as a liberator. The Irish chiefs
of Munster were either neutral or actively hostile
and the Geraldines were enabled to collect an army
sufficiently powerful to prevent his further advance.
The want of provisions brought on by the failure of
the harvest and the desolating war foiled all of
Bruce’s plans and embarrassed every movement.
The excesses of Bruce appear to have been the chief
causes of his final ruin. The desolated country had
nothing left to support his army; famine and pesti-
lence thinned his ranks; indiscriminate plunder of
friend and foe caused many of his Irish allies to fall
away.

Bruce was at length compelled to retire to
Ulster with the remnant of his forces, now reduced
to 3,000 men. In 1317 the harvest again failed,
not only in Ireland but also in Scotland and Eng-
land, and enforced a melancholy truce between the
contending armies, but the next year there was an
early and abundant harvest and both parties pre-
pared for a renewal of hostilities. Meanwhile the
Geraldines had collected a formidable force of 30,000
men. These were soon reinforced by the new chief
governor, Roger Mortimer, who had arrived with a
train of forty knights and their attendants.

With abundant supplies from Scotland, Bruce
was enabled to take the field in the summer of 1318,
and, joined by the Irish of Ulster, with the De
Lacys serving under his banner, the Scottish leader
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ons into Irish chieftains, despite the opposition of
the government, steadily increased from day to day.
In 1356 it was proclaimed that no one born in Ire-
land should hold any of the government’s towns or
castles, and no public employment in Ireland or
office of trust, honor or profit in that country should
be exercised by any except English by birth. But
this proved unsuccessful and sterner measures were
resorted to at a parliament held at Kilkenny in
1367.

This parliament decreed heavy penalties on all
settlers who should adopt the Irish name, speech or
customs. The Norman who dared to marry an
Irish woman was to be half hanged, mutilated, dis-
emboweled alive and lose his estate. The fostering
of Norman with Irish children and the maintenance
of Irish bards were also sternly prohibited. But
the government had not at the time the power to
enforce these restrictive laws, which, like others of
the same character passed from time to time, be-
came, for the most part, a dead letter and only
served to further exasperate both natives and
settlers.

The parliaments were held in those times
wherever local convenience required—often at Dub-
lin, sometimes at Kilkenny—and were, for the most
part, submissive instruments of the chief governor.
There is not to be found in any act of parliament or
ordinance made in Ireland at this period the least
suggestion that the natives had any right or duty
except to enrich the invaders. A chief governor in
those days was usually a powerful courtier, who was
allowed to plunder Ireland, often without taking the
trouble to visit it; sometimes he was one of the
great absentees who drew immense incomes from the
country and performed none of the duties for which
his lands had been granted. It naturally happened
that many of them were recalled and cast into
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half of County Wexford, while the O’Tooles and
the O’Byrnes were raiding with success from the
hills of Wicklow upon the fertile plains of Kildare.
The clans of Ulster and Connaught became more
aggressive and were harassing the English Pale
very effectively. The Norman-Irish families were
generally and rapidly falling from the English con-
nection and blending with the native population.
In 1333 William De Burgo, Lord of Connaught
and Earl of Ulster, was murdered in a family quar-
rel; his widow, in terror, fled to England, leaving
her territories undefended. The O’Neills, seeing
their opportunity, took up arms, and passing the
River Bann drove out the settlers from the territory
of De Burgo (comprising the modern County An-
trim and part of County Down) after a desperate
resistance, and then they divided the recovered lands
among themselves. The earl’s portion in Con-
naught, comprising the present Counties of Galway
and Mayo, was seized by two members of the De
Burgo family, Ulick and Edmond, the ancestors re-
spectively of the FEarls of Clanricard and of Mayo.
The two De Burgos then divided the territory
between them, Ulick taking Galway and Edmond
Mayo. They then threw off all allegiance to the
English crown, adopted the Irish dress and man-
ners, took the name of MacWilliam, and assumed
the character of Irish chieftains. Two other branches
of the same family took the names of MacHubbard
and MacDavid. De Bermingham of Athenry took
the name of MacYorris and De Exeter of Macjor-
dan. These examples were extensively followed.
After the struggle with Bruce such was the
weakness of the English government that in 1328
James Butler was made Earl of Ormond, and soon
afterwards Maurice FitzGerald was created Earl of
Desmond, the government in this way intending to
secure their support and allegiance. With the same
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found the old settlers slipping from its control its
policy became one of self-defense. To weaken the
great Norman-Irish lords; to destroy their power by
fostering feuds between them; to play off one against
the other, and to fill all offices of state with imported
officials, to the exclusion of the old settlers, became
ruling principles of the English government. In
pursuance of this new policy the great Norman-
Irish lords were alternately coerced and rewarded.

In 1331 Maurice FitzGerald, Earl of Desmond,
was arrested by the chief governor, who flung him
into Dublin Castle and kept him there eighteen
months. In 1341 King Edward III. of England
proposed to confiscate all the lands of the great
Norman-Irish lords. The outraged Earl of Des-
mond and his party roused the threatened nobility
and a convention of the prelates, nobles and com-
mons of Ireland was held at Kilkenny. This con-
vention made so spirited and vigorous a protest
against the injustice of the king that Edward, full
of his French wars, thought better of his purpose
and let the matter drop.

Stronger measures were taken in 1344 under
Ufford, the chief governor, who treacherously seized
the Earl of Desmond, and by the same nefarious
means got possession of some of his castles and
hanged the commanders. But later, when King
Edward was glad to have an Irish force in his war
with France, he conferred knighthood on the Earl
of Kildare for his services at the siege of Calais,
and the Earl of Desmond was made chief governor
of Ireland (1354). The ancient feuds among the
Irish chieftains had lost none of their intensity with
time, and we find their arms, perhaps, turned as often
against their own race as against their common
enemies.

On the other hand, the Pale presented a scene
of no less anarchy and confusion. The settlers
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English king marched to Kilkenny, where he re-
mained fourteen days, and then marched toward Art
MacMurrough, who styled himself King of Ireland
by right, and who professed to maintain the war and
to defend the land unto his death, saying that the
conquest thereof was wrongful.

““MacMurrough remained in his house, sur-
rounded by woods, which were guarded with 3,000
stout men, such as it seemed to me the English-
men marveled to behold. At the entry of the wood
Richard’s army was ranged into order expecting to
fight; but the Irishmen did not then appear, where-
upon King Richard commanded the houses in the
woods to be burned, which was immediately done,
and many villages fired. King Richard’s standard,
whereon he had three leopards, was advanced, under
which he knighted the Duke of Lancaster’s son, a
fair youth, and to honor him the more he made, at
the same time, eight or ten other knights.

“King Richard now commanded 2,500 of the
country people to cut down the wood that his way
might be made passable, which was then overgrown
with trees and guarded by the enemy, and, besides,
so boggy that in divers places as the soldiers marched
they sank up to the reins in mire and could not
overtake the Irish in their retreat. An open pass
being made, the Irish in the passage through it
made such cries and clamors as might have been
heard a good league off, but still avoided us for fear
of our archers; yet they assailed us often both in
van and rear, casting their darts with such might as
no habergeon or coat of mail were of sufficient
proof to resist their force, their darts piercing them
through both sides.

“Our foragers that strayed from their fellows
were often murdered by the Irish, for they were so
nimble and swift of foot that, like unto stags, they
ran over mountains and valleys; thereby we received






152 HISTORY OF IRELAND

to come to the ships, where in disorder, not abiding
by the order for the disposing of the victuals, they
rifled the same and spoiled them, and in the confu-
sion many a blow was given and received amongst
themselves.

‘‘Hereupon the next day the king marched to-
wards Dublin, the enemy attending us with fierce
and fearful outcries and skirmishing often with us.”’

At this time MacMurrough proposed a confer-
ence with King Richard and the narrative thus pro-
ceeds: ‘“This news brought much joy into the
English camp and the king, by the advice of his
council, sent the Earl of Gloucester, attended with a
guard of 200 lancers and 1,000 good archers. Among
other gentlemen, I was one that went with them to
see MacMurrough, his behavior, estate and forces,
and to what issue the treaty would grow into. Be-
tween two woods mnot far from the sea MacMur-
rough, attended by multitudes of the Irish, de-
scended from a mountain, mounted upon a horse
without a saddle, which cost him, as it was reported,
400 cows, for in that country they bartered by ex-
change horses for beasts and one commodity for
another, and not for ready money.

“‘His horse was fair, and in his descent from
the hill to us he ran as swift as any stag, hare, or
the swiftest beast that I have seen. In his right
hand he bore a great long dart, which he cast from
him with much dexterity. At a woodside his men
staid behind him and he met the earl at alittle ford.
He was of tall stature, well composed, strong and
active, and his countenance fierce and severe. Much
speech passed between the earl and him, but the
parley produced little effect.

“MacMurrough departed to his men and the
Earl of Gloucester to King Richard, to whom he
recounted all the conversation between them. The
king at this report was much enraged, swearing by
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licly, and the disgrace of the English arms in
France rendered the people still more discontented
with the reigning house of Lancaster.

With the object of removing the Duke of York
from England, where his presence was dangerous to
Henry’s crown, the government appointed him in
1449 Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, with extraordinary
powers and privileges. The administration of York
is one of the brightest periods in Irish history dur-
ing the 15th century. For years afterward it was
quoted as the time when peace and prosperity ruled
the land; when excesses of factions were restrained
by impartial justice; when the Celtic Irish, the new
and old settlers, forgetting former animosities, seri-
ously applied themselves to improving the country
which they inhabited in common.

Though aware of the attachment of the Earl of
Ormond to the house of Lancaster, the duke re-
ceived him with the same kindness that he showed
to the Geraldines and De Burgos, his own faithful
adherents. His transactions with the Irish chief-
tains were marked with a regard for justice and good
faith such as had been rarely shown by former gov-
ernors; and what none of them had evinced, he dis-
played an anxious desire to improve the condition of
the peasantry and to protect them from the oppres-
sive exactions of their lords.

Such a wise government, as excellent as it was
rare, was rewarded by the attachment of all classes.
After Jack Cade’s rebellion, which was supposed to
have been secretly contrived by the Duke of York,
King Henry sent orders to the sheriffs of the west-
ern counties commanding them to oppose the land-
ing of the duke, who had declared his anxiety to
justify his conduct and his determination to face his
accusers.

Embarking with a small train in 1451 he landed
in Wales, and, eluding all opposition, speeded to
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to his standard with the utmost zeal and the Pale
was almost deserted by the settlers, who hastened to
enroll themselves under the banners of the White
Rose, the badge or symbol of the house of York.
With a gallant train of devoted followers, many of
whom were native chieftains, Richard returned to
London, but the war was unexpectedly renewed and
the duke was attacked before he could make adequate
preparations.

With only 5,000 men, mostly his Irish adher-
ents, he was encountered at Wakefield by an army
of 20,000, and in this unequal contest fell, with the
greater part of his followers. This battle, in its
consequences, proved well-nigh fatal to the interests
of the Pale. The Irish clans seized on the districts
now stripped of their defenders and the colonists
were forced to purchase a doubtful security by pay-
ing a heavy tribute to chieftains in their neighbor-
hood. The rival houses of York and Lancaster
were now plunged in bloody civil strife and the
struggle occupied Ireland as well as England.

In Ireland York and Lancaster found keen par-
tisans among both the settlers and the natives; the
hereditary feuds between the two great Norman-
Irish families disposed them to take opposite sides.
The Butlers, earls of Ormond (East Munster), who
swayed Tipperary and Kilkenny, adhered to the
house of Lancaster, while the two great branches of
the Geraldines, earls of Desmond (South Munster)
and of Kildare, sided with the house of York.
Many of both races fought in England during that
terrible civil contest, which was carried on with al-
most unparalleled ferocity from 1455 till 1485, a
period of thirty years, during which the nobility of
England was almost destroyed.

The Earl of Ormond, whom the Lancastrians
had raised to the English peerage, had been seized
and beheaded by the triumphant Yorkists, but his






160 HISTORY OF IRELAND

their hereditary possession and forced to seek safety
in their mountain forts and fastnesses. As a reward
for this service Thomas FitzGerald, the young Farl
of Desmond, who had succeeded to the title and es-
tates of his father, James, on the latter’s death in
1463, was the same year created chief governor. In
his first expedition against the Irish clans which
had seized the settlements in Meath he was taken
prisoner, but was soon liberated by O’Conor of
Offaly (Kings County), who always had been a
zealous partisan of the Geraldines. Equally unsuc-
cessful was the termination of the war with the
O’Brians of Thomond.

On the advance of this clan and some others
Desmond was compelled to secure the Pale by pur-
chasing the forbearance of the invaders by a promise
of regular tribute. On the marriage of the king
with Elizabeth Gray, Desmond incautiously ridi-
culed the humbleness of the lady’s origin. His
watchful enemies transmitted the news to England
and the queen immediately resolved on his destruc-
tion. Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, was soon sent
over to Ireland as chief governor and secretly in-
structed to examine his predecessor’s conduct with
the greatest strictness and to punish him with the
utmost rigor if any charge could be established.

A new parliament was summoned, which, with
the usual servility of the parliaments of the Pale,
was ready to sanction any measure that the rulers
should propose. Several acts were passed indirectly
condemning the conduct of the late governor, and,
among others, one against paying tribute to the
Irish, which every one of its supporters was notori-
ously violating at the time. The parliament was
then adjourned to Drogheda, where an act was hur-
ried through both houses charging the Earls of Kil-
dare and Desmond with treason for alliance, foster-
age, etc., with the king’s Irish enemies. Kildare
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of his sovereign, and even his personal friendship.
The partisans of the Butlers formed plots against
Kildare and forwarded complaints to England, which
the heir of Ormond supported with all his influence.
The FEarl of Kildare was soon removed from the
governorship, which was transferred to his personal
enemy, the Bishop of Meath.

A parliament was assembled, which immediately
repealed the acts of attainder against the Butlers
and restored the heir of Ormond to his titles and
estates. ‘The Butlers and Geraldines soon renewed
their former feuds. Their war-cries were raised in
every quarter and there was reason to dread that the
entire Pale would be involved in the quarrel of these
great rivals.

King Edward sent over a commission to the
Archbishop of Armagh to act as mediator between
the parties, but the discord was too fierce to be
easily allayed. Ormond, however, suddenly resolved
to undertake a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre
and quitted the country. Kildare ended his life
soon after, and when the chiefs were removed their
followers tacitly agreed to a truce. From 1460 to
the close of the century the history of the Pale, if
not of all Ireland, is mainly the history of the Ger-
aldines. In 1478 Gerald FitzGerald, the young
Earl of Kildare, was appointed chief governor.
The earl strengthened himself by forming an alli-
ance with the chief of the O’Neills, to whose son
he gave his daughter in marriage, and the influence
he thus obtained with the Irish of Ulster enabled
him to preserve the country in peace during the re-
mainder of King Edward’s life and the short and
troubled reign of Richard III,
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title, resided in England and became a member of
the privy council. The Earl of Desmond resided
in his own principality, and if he paid any attention
to the concerns of the Pale it was to aid the chief
governor in extending the influence of the Gerald-
ines. The De Burgos, or Burkes, had become vir-
tually an Irish clan and no longer regarded the
colonists as brethren.

In 1486 there appeared in Dublin an adventurer
named Simnel, who claimed to be Edward Plantage-
net of the house of York and rightful heir to the
English crown. Kildare received the impostor as a
prince of the royal blood, surrounded him with all
the pomp of royalty and proclaimed him king in
Dublin under the title of Edward VI. Throughout
Ireland few were found to deny this title except the
Butlers and the citizens of Waterford. Simnel was
solemnly crowned in the cathedral of Dublin and
immediately after, his writs to summon a parliament
met a general obedience.

The arrival of some German auxiliaries from
Belgium, commanded by Martin Swartz, an experi-
enced leader, filled the partisans of Simnel with
such confidence that they determined to invade Eng-
land. Kildare’s two brothers, Thomas and Maurice
FitzGerald, were appointed to lead the Irish forces.
They were reinforced by the KEarl of Lincoln and
TLord Lovel, who were zealous partisans of the
house of York, and on landing in England were
joined by other persons of distinction.

The invaders directed their course towards
Newark, but were disappointed in their hopes of
raising the country. Simnel’s army and Henry’s
forces met at Stoke. The engagement was long
doubtful, though the royal army was far superior to
that of the invaders, both in numbers and disci-
pline. The Germans displayed the usual bravery
of their race; the soldiers from Ireland, being
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pointed in his place, and the office of lord-treasurer
was bestowed on Sir James Butler, and every oppor-
tunity was now taken to depress the Geraldines.
Alarmed at the state of Ireland, Henry resolved to
confide the administration of affairs there to Sir
Edward Poynings, a knight of distinguished abil-
ity, who went over in 1494 with an army of 1,000
men.

The first military enterprise of the new gover-
nor was against the O’Hanlons and MacGennises of
Ulster, whose incursions had been very frequent and
injurious. The difficulties of the country rendered
the superior forces of the governor useless and
Poynings would have been forced to retire in dis-
grace had not the Geraldines furnished him a pre-
text for withdrawing.

The brother of the Earl of Kildare seized the
castle of Carlow, garrisoned it with his own retain-
ers, and raised the Yorkist flag. Xildare was im-
mediately arrested on suspicion and the chief gover-
nor, advancing to Carlow, forced the castle to sur-
render after a siege of ten days. Poynings now
summoned a parliament at Drogheda, at which was
passed the famous measure known as Poynings’ act,
which at once deprived the Pale of all claim to inde-
pendent government.

The last act of this parliament was to declare
the Earl of Kildare guilty of high treason on the
ground of his intimacy with the ‘‘Irish enemy”’
and for aid supposed to have been given War-
beck, a Yorkist pretender, who had come over to
Ireland. XKildare was taken in custody to London,
but his fearless bearing disarmed Henry’s suspi-
cions, and in August, 1496, the earl was liberated
and sent back to Ireland as chief govermor. Kil-
dare repaid the confidence of the king by the
zeal, energy and fidelity which he displayed in his
administration.
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under the standard of Clanricard, and altogether the
army now raised to resist the forces of Kildare was
looked upon as the largest body of Irish that had
ever been brought into the field since the days of
Edward Bruce.

Under the banner of the FEarl of Kildare were
ranged, side by side with the army of the Pale, the
forces of most of the clans of Ulster, such as the
O’Donnells, the O’Neills, the MacGennises, the
MacMahons, the O’Hanlons, the O’Reillys and
the O’Farrells, with the O’Conors of Leinster, the
O’Kellys of Connaught, and even the Burkes of
Mayo. '

The whole island looked on in anxious expecta-
tion of the result of this deadly contest, for from
the composition of the two armies it seemed as
though the ancient rivalry of the North and the
South was again brought into the field. The com-
bined army under Kildare crossed the Shannon and
marched direct towards Galway till it arrived within
about eight miles northeast of that city, when it
came in sight of the enemy, which had collected its
force along the hill of Knockdoe, from which it
stretched into the neighboring plain.

The battle which ensued was one of the most
bloody and decisive that had taken place in Ireland
for centuries. The engagement began on the 19th
of August, 1504, and continued for hours with great
fury. The attack was made by the army of Burke,
which rushed furiously upon the ranks of Kildare.
But it appears that the trained archers of the Pale
used the bow with such terrible effect upon their
assailants that the latter at length fell back in con-
fusion. The whole army of the North then rushed
upon them and drove them from the field with
immense slaughter.

O’Brian, Prince of Thomond, was among those
who fell in the battle. The two sons of Ulick
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Geraldines. ‘Too proud or noble to court the favor
of Wolsey by meanness and subserviency, Kildare
incurred the displeasure of that haughty prelate,
while his rival, Pierce Butler, Earl of Ormond,
submitted to every degrading requirement in order
to conciliate the powerful cardinal. In consequence
of these artifices and the crafty policy of the gov-
ernment, Kildare was removed from office and the
Earl of Surrey, connected by marriage with the
house): of Ormond, was appointed in his stead (A. D.
1520).

Kildare was summoned to England to answer
the charge of allying himself with the ‘‘Irish en-
emy.”” Soon after his arrival he obtained the
daughter of the Marquis of Dorset in marriage, and
by the aid of this influential nobleman was enabled
to baffle the malice of his enemies. He attended
Henry to Calais at the time of his celebrated inter-
view with Francis, King of France, and contributed
largely to the splendor of the ‘‘Field of the Cloth of
Gold”’ by the brilliancy of his suite and equipage.
In the meantime Surrey, who had brought over an
army of 1,000 men, displayed unusual vigor and
ability in Ireland. He crushed the revolt of several
clans and received the submission of some powerful
chieftains, but being a stranger in the country was
led into many errors by the interested deception of
his advisers.

Surrey was succeeded as chief governor in 1561
by the Earl of Ormond, whose administration was
chiefly directed to extending the power and influ-
ence of the Butlers, and he was not very scrupulous
in the use of any means by which this object might
be effected. FitzPatrick, an Irish chief in Leinster,
having been plundered by Ormond, sent an ambas-
sador to lay his complaints before the king, to which
the latter, it appears, paid no attention, and Ormond
was allowed to continue his excesses with impunity.
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king and once more returned to Ireland as chief
governor.

Henry, however, already had determined on
the ruin of the great house of Kildare, and in 1534
for a third time charges of treason were preferred
against him, with a peremptory command to come at
once to London. Kildare reluctantly passed over to
England, intrusting the government to his son,
Lord Thomas FitzGerald, a youth scarce twenty-one
years old.

Kildare on his arrival was a second time sent
to the Tower of London, but this blow was not
aimed at the earl alone. Letters were written and
conveyed to Dublin stating that Kildare had been
executed. Already the faction of Butlers had re-
ported that he had been sentenced to death and pre-
tended to have read an account of his execution.
Lord Thomas, ‘‘Silken Thomas,”’ as he was popu-
larly called on account of the richness of his dress,
lent a credulous ear to these inventions of his
enemies.

Determined on revenge, he consulted his Irish
adherents, and having received promises of support
proceeded to raise the standard of revolt. Attended
by a body of 140 armed followers he entered Dub-
lin and immediately started for St. Mary’s Abbey,
where the council was assembled in deliberation.
The sudden entrance of armed men filled all with
alarm, but their fears were calmed by Lord Thomas,
who, repressing the violence of his attendants, de-
clared that he came to resign the sword of state, to
renounce his allegiance to King Henry, and to pro-
claim himself the foe of the English government
and its adherents.

While the other lords remained astonished and
silent, Cromer, who was both chancellor and pri-
mate, arose, and taking the young lord by the hand
gently remonstrated with him on the rashness of his
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had made the English infantry so formidable had
been to a great extent lost even in the Pale, not-
withstanding repeated laws which enjoined the con-
stant use of the bow. The great lords, secure in
their stone castles, could defy both the Irish enemy
and the royal troops and laugh at a besieging force
till it was compelled, for want of supplies, to raise
the siege and give up the raid.

‘“The invention of gunpowder put an end to the
old fashion of warfare and changed the relative posi-
tions of the parties. The siege train of the chief
governor battered down the Norman castles about
the ears of their owners. The introduction of hand
guns and field cannon gave a small force of the
king’s troops a tremendous advantage over the half-
naked and ill-armed kerns and galloglasses. These
terrible engines of destruction were necessarily a
momnopoly in the hands of the English government,
the Irish having no such thing as an arsenal or
factory for arms or ammunition.”’

The greater part of the irregular army assem-
bled by the Geraldine dispersed when the capture of
Maynooth became known and Lord Thomas was
driven to maintain a desultory warfare in the woods
and mountains. Even thus he made such a formid-
able resistance that he obtained from the English
general, Lord Leonard Gray, the most solemn as-
surances of safety and protection on condition of
dismissing his troops.

Skeffington died in 1535, about the time the
war was concluded, and was succeeded by Lord
Gray. The first act of the new governor was one
of characteristic perfidy. In spite of his former
promise he sent the unfortunate Lord Thomas a
prisoner to London, where he had the mortification
to find that his father had not fallen by the hand of
the executioner, but had died of a broken heart
when he heard of his son’s revolt. The five uncles
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in resisting the local government, sent over the most
fulsome professions of allegiance to the court of
England.

Gray reduced O’Conor of Leinster and burned
his stronghold; he destroyed O’Brian’s bridge across
the Shannon, which was protected at each end by a
tower of solid marble, and had laid the Pale at the
mercy of every incursion from Clare. He assisted
one O’Brian against another O’Brian, one FitzGer-
ald of Desmond against another, and one O’Conor
against another chieftain of the same name; he
dashed into South Munster and reduced the hostile
Barrys and received homage from many of the les-
ser lords; he captured the strong castle of Athlone,
the key of the West, and overawed the Burkes.
He destroyed several castles in Ulster and broke the
power of O’Neill and O’Donnell by giving those
chieftains a signal defeat at Balahoe, in Monaghan.
Soon after this victory Lord Gray was recalled to
England, and on charges made by the Butlers sent
to the Tower for high treason.

In 1541 he was ordered to execution and per-
ished on Tower Hill, suffering the same fate that he
had treacherously prepared for the Geraldines of
Kildare. Henry’s plan, coercion and conciliation,
was not new in Ireland. The power of the crown
was to be exerted and order maintained. Overtures
were then to be made to the Celtic chiefs to induce
them to give allegiance to the king, and the pros-
pect of royal favors was to be held out to them.
‘‘Sober ways, politic drifts and amiable persuasions’’
were to be used to draw them gradually into the ap-
preciation of English laws, manners and habits and
to convince them of the material benefits they would
derive from holding their land from the crown in-
stead of by the elective life tenure which was given
them by their own laws.

Some risings after the departure of Lord Gray
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most powerful descendants of the first settlers and
the Celtic chieftains and further honors were prom-
ised to those who showed zeal in the king’s service.
Burke was created Earl of Clanricard, O’Brian be-
came Farl of Thomond, O’Donnell was promised
the earldom of Tirconnell, O’Neill resigned the
title of his clan for that of Earl of Tyrone, and the
inheritance to his title and estates was conferred on
his natural son, Matthew O’Neill, who was created
Baron of Dungannon.

Other leading chieftains were conciliated by the
politic Henry with titles and rewards, and many of
them persuaded to visit the English court that they
might be impressed with the king’s power and the
great resources of England. Beyond the Pale the
church lands which had mnot yet fallen within
Henry’s grasp were, on the submission of the na-
tive chieftains and the great lords, handed over to
them as a reward for their submission and alle-
giance. Large sums of money were also distributed
among the Irish chiefs, and to each was assigned a
house in Dublin for his occupation during the
sitting of parliament. ]

The chiefs agreed to hold their lands of the
king by English law and to conform to English hab-
its; to come to the king’s courts for justice; to at-
tend parliament; to send their sons to be educated
at the English court; to assist the chief governor in
his wars, and to renounce the authority of Rome.
The submission of their lords was very unpopular
among the free clansmen, and in many cases the
newly created peers found the dissatisfaction forei-
bly brought home to them. The new Earls of Tho-
mond and Clanricard on their return from the cere-
mony of inauguration found portions of their coun-
tries in revolt.

The sons of O’Neill and O’Donnell headed the
clansmen in a refusal to accept the new order of
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its altars—the renowned sanctuary which had with-
stood civil storm, Danish rage and Norman fury
for a thousand years, to receive from the Reformers’
hands the last, fatal blow.

The enraged people had turned on Bishop Bale
and stoned his servants and besieged him in his pal-
ace on his attempting to overturn the market cross
at Kilkenny. Similar heinous acts were committed
by the enemies of the ancient faith in other parts of
the country, and the first impression produced by
the advocates of the new creed was that the Re-
formed religion sanctioned sacrilege and robbery.
Little wonder if, in time, the Reformation became
identified, in the eyes of the Irish people, with
Anglicizing oppression and Protestantism, with a
war to the knife.

By degrees also a parallel course of extermina-
tion and plantation was now entered upon which,
with some interruptions, was vigorously pursued for
nearly two centuries; and this, combined with the
policy of forcing a new religion upon a reluctant
people, imbued the Irish nation with a hatred of the
English government which bade fair to be inefface-
able for generations.

The ancient territories of Leix, Offaly, Fercal
and Ely lay in the center of Ireland. They con-
sisted chiefly of trackless forest and impenetrable
morass, interspersed with tracts of profitable land,
and were occupied by many warlike clans, of which
the O’Moores and the O’Conors were chief. Soon
after the death of King Henry the O’Moores and
the O’Conors incited some disturbances in Leinster,
and a large, well-appointed army under Sir Edward
Bellingham was sent into that territory and soon
drove them to seek refuge in their fastnesses.

Such representations were now made to O’Moore
and O’Conor as induced these chieftains to submit
and undertake a journey to England. Scarcely,
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and the Bishop of Limerick fled beyond the seas to
Geneva.

The new queen commenced her reign by several
acts equally just, humane and politic. ~She restored
to his title and estates Gerald FitzGerald, heir to
the house of Kildare, who had been brought up at
the Roman court by Cardinal Pole, and she liber-
ated O’Conor of Leinster, who had been so long a
prisoner. ‘The church lands which had been granted
to the laity were not, however, relinquished; their
new possessors, though they might be indifferent
to their faith, were tenacious of their acquisitions,
and so far from restoring those that were still vested
in the crown, the queen continued to make fresh
grants to whom she pleased, ‘‘with their appur-
tenances, both spiritual and temporal.”” The resto-
ration of the ancient faith was effected without
violence; mno persecution for conscience sake was at-
tempted, and many English families who had fled
from the furious zeal of Mary’s inquisitors found a
safe retreat among the Catholics of Ireland.

“It is,”” says W. C. Taylor in his History of
Ireland, ‘‘but justice to this maligned body to add
that on the three occasions of their obtaining the
upper hand, they never injured a single person in
life or limb for professing a religion different from
their own, as they showed in the reign of Mary, in
the wars from 1641 to 1648, and during the brief
triumph of James II.”

When O’Moore and O’Conor were seized and
imprisoned the clans argued with great justice that
they had no right to losetheir lands for the real or
supposed errors of their chiefs. The ground was
the property of the clans, and the guilt of the lead-
ers, though ever so clearly proved, could by no
means involve the subordinate chiefs, against whom
not a shadow of a charge could be brought. The
government had answered by an argument suffi-
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Those who refused and who were in Elizabeth’s
power were deprived; those outside the Pale and its
power trusted in their isolation and defied the new
measures. ‘The seizures by Henry and Edward had
impoverished the Irish church, but the spirit of the
church was unbroken. On hillsides and by hedges
the mendicant friars still preached the faith of their
fathers in their fathers’ native tongue, and wherever
they went they found a people eager to hear and to
honor them, resolute to oppose the changes that
came in the name of Henry, of Edward and of
Elizabeth from across the sea.’’

Elizabeth’s troubles in Ireland soon began.
They arose out of her father’s endeavor to substi-
tute the feudal laws of inheritance for the time-hon-
ored laws of tanistry in his grants of peerages to
the native chiefs. From this source quarrels al-
ready had arisen in many parts of Ireland. Con
O’Neill, the new Earl of Tyrone, had taken his
title from Henry VIII. subject to the English law
of hereditary succession, but on the death of Con in
1559 the Clan O’Neill, disregarding the English
law of succession, chose Shane O’Neill, a young
son of Con and the hero of his clan, to be its
chieftain.

Shane was an able man, of strong will and
fierce passions, and fully capable of meeting the
crooked ways of Queen Elizabeth with correspond-
ing cunning. He aimed to gather to himself the
whole power of the North and thus become inde-
pendent of the English government. He put him-
self forward as the champion of the ancient order of
things; as the despiser of the new titles and decora-
tions which had been so eagerly sought by many of
his fellow-chieftains, and he boldly stood forth as
sovereign of Ulster by the Irish law of tanistry.
The time seemed favorable for the struggle for Irish
independence.
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person to the queen and state his case to her.
O’Neill passed over to London, where he and his
bodyguard of gallowglasses created a sensation.

““The courtly gentlemen who hovered about
Elizabeth stared over their spreading ruffs in won-
der at Shane the Proud and his wild followers in
their saffron-stained shirts and rough cloaks, with
great battle-axes in their hands. They sharpened
their wits upon his haughty bearing, his scornful
speech and his strange garb. But his size and
strength made a great impression on the susceptible
queen and for the moment an amicable arrangement
seemed to be arrived at.”’

After a sojourn of three months at the English
court Shane was permitted to return to Ireland.
The queen allowed him to continue ‘‘Captain of
Tyrone’”’ and promised to withdraw her troops from
Armagh. Shane, on his part, agreed to reduce the
Scottish settlers of Antrim and to set O’Donnell at
liberty, both of which he promptly did. During
the next two years Shane and the English did not
interfere with each other further than another at-
tempt on his life by Sussex, who this time sent him
a present of poisoned wine, which nearly caused his
death.

At last Elizabeth, glad to come to a settlement
with O’Neill at almost any price, in September, 1563,
entered into a formal treaty of peace with him, in
which Shane was granted all the rights and privi-
leges that his father, Con O’Neill, had enjoyed, and
was practically left the supreme ruler of Ulster.
Shane well knew the treachery of Queen Elizabeth,
but appears fairly to have kept his part of the bar-
gain. He kept within his own borders and gov-
erned Ulster according to the ancient usage. But
the fierce King of Ulster was far too powerful to
please Elizabeth long.

Shane did not attempt to disguise his feelings
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cupidity on the extemnsive domains acquired by the
descendants of the early settlers and the lands of
the Celtic Irish.

The vast estates of Gerald FitzGerald, Earl of
Desmond, were not likely to escape the mnotice of °
‘‘those hungry vultures that haunted the Castle of
Dublin.”” His power from the union of the privi-
leges of an English peer and an Irish chief was
viewed by the government with a jealous eye, and
the several chief governors were offended by the
style of haughty independence assumed on all occa-
sions by the proud nobleman.

His wars with the Butlers were frequent. On
one occasion he was wounded, made prisoner and
carried on a litter on men’s shoulders from the field
of battle. ‘‘Where now is the great Earl of Des-
mond?’’ asked the exultant victors. ‘‘Where should
he be,”’ replied the gallant lord, ‘‘but on the necks
of the Butlers?”” Thomas Butler, Earl of Or-
mond, his great rival, inferior to the Geraldines in
wealth, power and valor, more than atoned for this
deficiency by his political skill and superior talents
as a courtier.

He visited England and soon insinuated him-
self into the confidence of the queen. He returned
to Dublin justly believing that the royal favor
would more than counterbalance the valor of his
rival or the justiceof his claims. The dispute over
the boundaries of their several estates was referred
to Sidney, the chief governor. After a careful in-
vestigation he decided in favor of Desmond. Or-
mond appealed to the queen and accused Sidney of
partiality.

Without the slightest inquiry Elizabeth severely
reprimanded the chief governor and commanded
him to examine the case again. Omn the second
trial Sidney reversed his former decision, and not
only commanded Desmond to restore the disputed
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was the old one of planting the country with Eng-
lish settlers. England was full of men who aspired
to be soldiers of fortune. The discovery of America
had made them drunk with the spirit of adventure.
They looked upon Ireland as a country ripe for col-
onization, inhabited by a race that deserved no more
consideration than the wild beasts, and whose fertile
lands were the proper birthright of enterprising but
needy younger somns.

In 1570, Shane O’Neill’s territory being held
to be the property of the crown, a grant was made
to an Englishman and his heirs of a portion of
County Armagh, and in the same year a grant of
two districts in County Down was made to another
Englishman for the founding of an English Prot-
estant colony, but both attempts were miserable
failures, and the too adventurous colonists were
massacred by the O’Neills.

A more determined effort was made in 1573 by
Walter Devereux, Earl of Essex, to whom Eliza-
beth made a grant of half of County Antrim and a
portion of Monaghan and gave him the title of
president of Ulster. The territory so granted was
principally occupied by the Scots of Argyle, who
for some years had been emigrating to the coast of
Antrim. These were to be exterminated and part
of the land leased to the English settlers and part to
the Celtic natives. The result was hardly accord-
ing to his expectations. He was perpetually har-
assed by both the O’Neills and the Scots, and he
and his followers retaliated by committing a series
of the most cruel atrocities.

He aimed to simplify matters by treachery and
violence—by an indiscriminate slaughter of the
Irish and Scots, regardless of age or sex. Finally,
ruined in fortune and broken in health, after two
years of fruitless endeavor he abandoned his settle-
ment and returned to Dublin to repent of his folly
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lution in property, religion and law which Ellzabeth
contemplated.

The Archbishop of Cashel, the Bishop of Emly
and Sir James S. FitzGerald, brother of the Earl of
Desmond, were sent to solicit aid from King Philip
of Spain and the Pope, and the standard of revolt
was raised by Sir James FitzMaurice FitzGerald, a
cousin of the Farl of Desmond. The earl and his
brother, Sir John FitzGerald, had shortly before
been seized by Sir Henry Sidney and forwarded to
England, where they were lodged in the Tower of
London, in order to compel them to accept an ad-
verse decision in their quarrel with the Earl of Or-
mond, whose steady loyalty to the Tudor family was
to be rewarded by a correspondingly steady support.
The government, afraid that even Ormond, who
was a relative of the queen, might grow disaffected
if the comnspiracy of confiscation was authenticated,
hastened to deny all such intentions, loaded him
with favors and persuaded him to detach his broth-
ers from the Geraldine league.

Sidney then collected a force and marched into
Waterford and Tipperary, burning villages, blowing
up castles and hanging their garrisons. He over-
awed Connaught by occupying Galway and Roscom-
mon and established Humphrey Gilbert at Kilmal-
lock, in Limerick, to strike terror into the people,
which he did effectually by the indiscriminate
slaughter of all who came in his way, regardless of
age or sex.

Ormond succeeded in pacifying his brothers,
who made their submission and were forgiven.
Overawed by the activity of the governor, the Mac-
Carthys and the O’Brians followed the example of
the Butlers, asking for and obtaining pardon, and
Sir James, thus deserted by his confederates, retired
with his followers to the wild retreats in the mount-
ains of Kerry. By these cruel measures this for-
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all over Limerick and Kerry, and 3,000 tenants of
the Geraldines rose at once in open revolt. At that
time the whole of the southern portion of County
Limerick was one vast forest, which afforded good
cover for the Geraldines.

Here the raw native troops were quickly brought
into shape by the drilling of the Spanish soldiers
from Smerwick, the cattle driven to shelter, and
supplies of all kinds collected. Sir James Fitz-
Maurice FitzGerald, with a small troop of horse,
started off to cross the Shannon and to raise Con-
naught, but he was intercepted near the River
Muckern, in Limerick, by some of the Irish who
were on the side of the queen, and there lost his
life in a skirmish. The death of their leader was a
heavy blow to the Geraldines. The command now
fell to Sir John FitzGerald, brother of the Farl of
Desmond. Sir William Drury took the field against
him with a small force. For several weeks Drury
carried on an unsuccessful campaign and was finally
compelled to give up the command.

He was succeeded by Sir Nicholas Malby, who,
having been recruited with 600 men from England,
came upon the Geraldine brothers at Monaster, near
Limerick. A stubborn and bloody battle ensued,
resulting in a doubtful victory for the queen’s
troops. The Earl of Desmond was now declared a
traitor by the government unless he surrendered
himself a prisoner within twenty days. At length
convinced that there was but one course left for him,
he openly joined his brothers. Malby now deemed
it prudent to retire to his command at Athlone, and
Munster was left at the mercy of the Earl of Des-
mond. He overran the whole country, captured
and sacked Youghal, and threatened the City of
Cork.

Elizabeth persuaded the Earl of Ormond to
take the field against his hereditary enemy and to
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ians and Spaniards, who occupied the dismantled
fort. The Desmond party plucked up heart again,
and at the same time the smoldering discontent of
the Pale broke out in open revolt. The lords of the
Pale, who had resisted Sidney’s illegal tax, sullenly
watched the progress of the rising of the Southern
FitzGeralds. They waited for a sign from the head
of the other great FitzGerald family, but, like his
kinsman of Desmond, the FEarl of Kildare hesi-
tated and let the golden moment pass, and now that
it was too late an isolated attempt was made.

Lord Baltinglass had been one of the petition-
ers in the matter of the illegal tax, for which he
suffered imprisonment. He was a zealous Catholic
and intimately connected by marriage with the
O’Byrnes of the Wicklow highlands, and he and
they, with many refugees from Queens County,
hoping to form the nucleus of a more general ris-
ing, rose in open revolt, and were joined by Sir
John FitzGerald of Desmond and a band of Mun-
ster men from the fastness of Aherlow. Lord Ar-
thur Gray had just arrived in Dublin as governor
and hastily marched out to suppress the rising.

The O'Byrnes and their allies were swarming
in the valley of Glenmalure and Gray sent his men
into the narrow pass, believing he was strong enough
to hunt them out. When the royal troops were in
the difficult ground a well-directed fire was poured
in upon them from the cover of rocks and brush-
wood. The soldiers advanced through ground that
became more and more difficult with every step, and
at length became entangled in a bog between two
wooded hills, where it became impossible to pre-
serve any longer the semblance of order.

While thus confused and broken they were ex-
posed on all sides to a murderous fire from the
woods and rocks that skirted the ravine, and they
were cut off almost to a man, the ferocious Sir Peter
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The great lords naturally were alarmed by the
destruction of the greatest of their own party and
felt sympathy for the fate of one connected with
most of them by marriage or by blood. The mas-
sacres and devastations in Munster excited the in-
dignation of many who previously had been attached
to the government. They saw the country placed
at the mercy of bankrupt adventurers and a licen-
tious soldiery, whose excesses had been encouraged
rather than controlled. The policy of exciting re-
volt in order to reward the retainers of Dublin Cas-
tle by confiscation had been openly avowed, and
finally the barbarous system of destroying the re-
sources of the country lest, if cultivated, they might
enable Ireland to rival England, or perhaps attain
independence, had been zealously advocated by the
government.

At length, in the second session of the Irish
parliament, after a fierce struggle acts were passed
for the attainder of the deceased lord and one hun-
dred and forty of his adherents, all of whose im-
mense estates were confiscated by the crown. The
great object which the government had so long pur-
sued was now attained. An opportunity was offered
for planting, as it was called, an English colony in
Ireland.

The needy followers of the court, the younger
sons of noble families, the adventurers of more

uestionable description were invited to become
‘undertakers,’’ as those who received grants were
called. The lands were divided into tracts of from
4,000 to 12,000 acres, to be held by the crown and
granted at a yearly rental of from two-pence to
three-pence per acre, on condition that the ‘‘under-
takers’’ should let them to none but English ten-
ants, should support garrisons on the frontiers of
the province, and should not permit any of the
native Irish to settle on their estates.
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land, which might have been extended had not the
tyrannical folly of the English government precipi-
tated a fresh revolt. The South had been subdued
by fire and sword; so had Connaught by the merci-
less tyranny of its president, Sir Richard Bingham.
There had been no united rising in Connaught; the
great Harls of Thomond in Clare and Clanricard in
Galway, who were the chiefs of the O’Brians and
Burkes, had steadily adhered to the crown, but there
had been much smoldering discontent among many
members of the house of Burke, which from time
to time burst out in open revolt, and which had been
as often suppressed by massacre.

Perrot, the chief governor, was a stern but not
a merciless man, with a fierce temper, which made
him many enemies among his own associates. He
disliked the policy of Bingham in Connaught and
challenged him. He had knocked down Sir Henry
Bagnall, who differed with him in opinion on matters
of state. His popularity among the Irish at one
time had been considerable, but was destroyed by
the following outrage:

He treacherously captured Hugh Roe, or Red
Hugh O’Donnell, son of Sir Hugh O’Donnell of
Donegal, and kept him in Dublin Castle as a hos-
tage for his father’s good behavior, and thus made
young Red Hugh a bitter and dangerous enemy to
the crown. Elizabeth was told that Perrot refused
to punish O’Rourke, who, it was said, had dragged
an effigy of her majesty at the tail of a horse.
This suggestion of indifference to her personal
dignity aroused her ‘suspicious nature, and in 1588
Perrot was recalled to London ‘‘to eat his heart out
and die in the Tower’’ and Sir William FitzWill-
iam sent over in his stead.

After six years of exasperating rule FitzWilliam
gave place to Sir William Russell, who found the
country hopelessly disorganized. Red Hugh O’Don-
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against the government, he used all his eloquence
to persuade O’Neill to unite with him for the inde-
pendence of the country.

The earl’s sympathies were also aroused by the
wrongs that his brother chieftains in Ulster had to
endure, but he well knew the vast resources and
power of England, and without help from abroad he
believed that a rising would be madness. After the
death of his first wife O’Neill formed a romantic
attachment for the beautiful sister of Sir Henry
Bagnall, the lord-marshal, and the lady loved him in
return. :

But Bagnall forbade the marriage, and when, in
defiance of her brother’s stern opposition, she eloped
with the Irish chief the lord-marshal became his
implacable enemy. Bagnall now determined if pos-
sible to ruin O’Neill. He never ceased trumping
up charges of treason against him, and basely inter-
cepted the answers which Tyrone made to those
charges. The queen had ordered O’Neill to raise
six companies for the defense of Ulster. It was re-
ported that by continually changing his soldiers he
was training the entire province to arms. She had
directed him to build a house in the English fashion
suited to his rank.

It was asserted that the lead he purchased for
the battlements was designed to form bullets. She
requested him -to use his influence over the neigh-
boring chieftains for the maintenance of peace.
His exertions in that direction were stigmatized as a
direct assumption of royal authority. The prudence
and political wisdom of O’Neill enabled him for a
time to baffle the artifices of his insidious enemies,
but the queen’s suspicions at length became aroused
and she hastened to reinforce the army in Ireland
with 3,000 men.

Tyrone now saw only two courses open to him.
He must either adhere to the government, which
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advantage, efforts were made at negotiations. The
arrangement of a treaty was protracted to a very
unusual length and was not infrequently interrupted
by renewed hostilities. ‘The Irish chiefs were con-
scious of their strength. ‘The successes they already
had obtained were sufficiently decisive to inspire
confidence and they had received many promises of
assistance from Spain.

O’Neill, who was anxiously looking for help
from that country, did his best to spin out the cor-
respondence. ‘The demands of the Irish confeder-
ates were the withdrawal of all garrisons beyond the
English Pale and liberty of conscience. To these
terms the government would not agree, and on the
arrival of three Spanish frigates with arms and
ammunition in Donegal bay, hostilities were recom-
menced. Sir William Russell had been succeeded
by Lord Burgh as chief governor. The career of
the latter, who hoped to achieve fame and fortune
by a vigorous prosecution of the war, was brief and
disastrous.

He collected his forces with extreme diligence,
summoned the lords to the Pale to attend his stand-
ard, and advanced towards Ulster with a power ap-
parently sufficient to bear down all opposition.
O’Neill, on his part, displayed equal vigor and
greater skill. He sent Richard Tyrrell, his lieu-
tenant, to rouse the clans of Connaught, while he
collected all his adherents in Ulster. Tyrrell ob-
tained signal advantages over the enemy, which he
defeated in two decisive engagements.

Lord Burgh, undaunted by these reverses,
boldly attacked O’Neill in his lines near Armagh,
and after a fierce encounter drove the Irish from
their intrenchments. O’Neill retired in good order
to another and better position, which the English
immediately assailed. They were defeated and Lord
Burgh, with the flower of his army, fell in the con-
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pushed on and gallantly carried the first intrench-
ment, but on their advance the Irish made a furious
charge, which drove them back beyond the trench.

The regiment in the van was cut to pieces before it
could receive support, as the divisions were disposed
too far apart to receive mutual succor in the sudden
emergencies of battle.

Bagnall behaved gallantly. At the head of his
own regiment he forced the trench a second time,
and now the engagement became general at all
points. Nothing, however, could withstand the
impetuosity of O’Donnell, Maguire, O’Hanlon,
MacDonnell and their men. Though repeatedly
checked by the cool intrepidity of the English troops
under Cosby and Wingfield, yet they drove baek the
front line before the reserve could come up. The
explosion of an ammunition wagon and the fall of
Bagnall, who received a musket shot in the fore-
head as he was raising his visor to take a better sur-
vey of the field, created confusion and spread dis-
may through the English ranks.

O’Neill perceived the fortunate moment and
did not hesitate to seize it. Followed by forty horse
and some spearmen he threw himself upon the
point where he had observed the most wavering and
confusion and thoroughly broke the line. His whole
centre advanced, but before he could come to close
quarters the English rallied and received his furious
onset with equal fury and characteristic steadiness.
Meanwhile the storm in front was but a breath com-
pared to the tempest in the rear. In the advance
on that quarter the greatest triumph of the English
was to accomplish one-quarter of a mlle in an hour
and a half, and that quarter of a mile ‘‘swam with
the boiling blood of both sides.””

Here ‘‘the Queen’s O’Reilly,”” so called be-
cause of his unpatriotic service, gave convincing
proofs of dauntless valor and rare skill. Retreat
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send him effective assistance. All Connaught and
Leinster were in open revolt. The Earl of Ormond
was cooped up in Kilkenny. Captain Richard Tyr-
rell and the Irish clans were masters of Meath.
Nearly all Munster had risen. O’Donoghoe, O’Don-
ovan, O’Mahony, Condon, MacCarthy and O’Sulli-
van, chiefs of the clans of those names, and James
FitzGerald, the ‘‘Sugan FEarl,”’ a nephew of the
late Earl of Desmond, and other Geraldines, joined
the national cause.

All Ireland, except Dublin and a few garrison
towns, was now in the hands of the Irish, who
rioted in the wild intoxication of revenge in every
quarter of the island. 'This third Irish war against
Elizabeth was the crisis in the fate of Ireland. Not
only was there, almost for the first time in Irish his-
tory, something like a united effort on the part of
the mative population to expel the English and to
re-establish the ancient laws and the ancient faith,
but the comparative strength of the two parties was
altered. ‘

The Irish now had a formidable army, well
drilled and disciplined. It was commanded by men
many of whom had served in the queen’s army, and
Elizabeth complained that one-third of her forces
had been recruited from natives who had served in
the ranks and then deserted to the Irish with their
arms. ‘The Irish were well supplied with arms and
ammunition, imported from Spain or captured from
the enemy. Reports reached the English queen
that King Philip of Spain was preparing two im-
mense armaments, one to invade England and the
other to aid O’Neill in Ireland.

In the spring of 1599 she sent over 20,000 in-
fantry and 1,300 horse under the command of her
favorite, the Earl of Essex, considered one of the
most gallant soldiers of the age. Essex received the
title of lord-lieutenant and more ample powers than
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plans of pacification) with severe reprimands, and
with difficulty could be persuaded to grant him rein-
forcements of 2,000 men.

The gallant earl’s dispatches evince equal be-
nevolence and political wisdom. He earnestly
presses on the English government the necessity of
conciliation and concession and solicits its attention
to the interests of the people. The answer to all
his state papers was a peremptory order to march
into the North. While the earl was advancing
through Ulster, Sir Conyers Clifford, in the Curlien
Mountains, fell into an ambuscade contrived by
O’Donnell in Connaught, and was slain with half his
army.

The battle took place August 15, 1599. Essex
advanced to the banks of the River Lagan, which
separates Monaghan from Louth, but O’Neill had
by this time learned the character of his vain, ambi-
tious opponent, and, anxious to gain time, deter-
mined to open negotiations. The earl lent a willing
ear to the flattering messages of the Irish chief and
granted him a personal interview. The two gener-
als led their armies to the opposite banks of the
river and then rode to a neighboring ford. Scarcely
had the feet of the lord-lieutenant’s charger touched
the water when O’Neill spurred his horse through
the stream while the water rose above his saddle and
crossed over.

Essex at once entered into an animated conver-
sation with the Irish chieftain and rode with him
along the banks of the river in sight of the wonder-
ing armies. Their private conference lasted a long
time and speculation was busy guessing at the sub-
jects they discussed. Finally, the officers of both
armies were summoned, and in their presence
O’Neill, having stated the grievances by which he
was driven to revolt, proposed terms of accommoda-
tion. A truce was established in order to afford
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other provinces. Now the tide of success began to
turn against the Irish.

As Mountjoy began to be strong and capable
some of the Irish chiefs began to change sides.
Mountjoy and Carew accepted their submission and
put a price of £1,000 on the heads of the Earl of
Desmond and the Earl of Tyrone. Queens County
was overrun and Anthony O’Moore, after many vic-
tories over the enemy, at last fell in battle. Hugh
Maguire of Fermanagh, one of O’Neill’s bravest
leaders, had fallen in Cork during the march in the
South.

Devastation greatly reduced O’Neill’s strength.
His adversaries derived their supplies from Eng-
land; his resources were destroyed when his own
fields were wasted; still he bravely continued the
war, relying on the promised aid of the Spaniards
and stimulated by emissaries from Rome, who ex-
horted him to persevere. He was, besides, well
aware that the late submissions to the government
were hollow and insincere, as no provision was made
for the removal of the grievances which had caused
the revolt.

Grievous exactions were made from the proprie-
tors of land. Juries were packed in the most open
and shameful manner. Innocent persons were exe-
cuted, sometimes without the formality of a trial, or
often, when that was granted, by the verdict of a
tribunal whose forms were a cruel mockery. The
penal laws against Catholics were enforced and Eng-
lish settlers drove the natives from their lands with-
out the pretense of a claim.

The knowledge of these circumstances induced
O’Neill to persevere, though he knew that his
chances of final success were diminishing every day
with fearful rapidity. In Munster, Carew, a stern
and skillful leader, had reduced the most powerful
clans and gained possession of the persons of sev-
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O’Donnell advanced with his baggage and artillery
at the rate of forty miles a day, and by his extraor-
dinary celerity and vigilance baffled Carew, who
marched to intercept him at Tipperary before O’Neill
came up. About the time that O’Neill arrived be-
fore Kinsale a second Spanish armament of 700 men
reached the bay of Baltimore and were enthusias-
tically received by the neighboring clans. The
Irish of the rocky promontories of Southern Cork
and Kerry, who till now had looked on in sullen
silence, rose almost to a man, and Donnell O’Sulli-
van and Fineen O’Driscoll received Spanish garri-
gons in their castles.

Other chieftains who had hitherto preserved
their allegiance to the government also took up
arms, and O’Neill was thus enabled to blockade the
lord-lieutenant in his camp. For two days the
armies sat watching each other. Mountjoy’s men
were thus placed in a most perilous situation. They
were at once besiegers and besieged; their supplies
from the country were cut off; and the sea, which
the English fleet kept open to them, still was a
precarious ground of confidence.

In fact, nothing appeared necessary for the
complete destruction of an army on which the fate
of a country depended but that O’Neill should
remain quietly in the position he had selected. He
well knew his advantage and could not be tempted
by all the arts of the English leader to quit his in-
trenchments, but the confident Don Juan was eager
to exhibit his valor in a pitched battle. Mountjoy,
having discovered by his spies the feelings of Don
Juan, made use of the most ingenious artifices to
increase the latter’s confidence.

He sent pretended deserters into the town, who
described the queen’s army as reduced to a state of
disorganization, and asserted that the soldiers were
so worn down by fatigue and famine as to be incapa-
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solved to return home. This disastrous battle was
the turning point of the war. All hope of relieving
Kinsale was now abandoned and O’Neill led back
his shattered forces to defend the borders of his own
country.

O’Donnell went to Spain to seek further help,
where he soon after died—poisoned, it is said, by an
emissary from England. Don Juan now offered to
capitulate on honorable terms, which were accepted
by Mountjoy, whose interest it was to terminate the
war as soon as possible, and January, 1602, the
English obtained quiet possession of the castles
garrisoned by the Spaniards, who, accompanied by
many Irish refugees, returned to Spain.

Donnell O’Sullivan was by no means satisfied
with this arrangement. He turned the Spaniards
out of his castle at Dunboy, garrisoned it with his
own followers, and resolved on an obstinate defense.
The strength of the castle severely taxed the inge-
nuity of the general and the valor of his soldiers.
At length a lodgment was effected in the walls, but
the garrison refused to yield. They fought the be-
siegers from room to room, and when at last driven
to the cellar the commander, Richard MacGeoghe-
gan, made a desperate but unsuccessful attemot to
blow up both victors and vanquished by endeavor-
ing to plunge a lighted candle into a barrel of
gunpowder.

He was instantly dispatched and the few sur-
viving Irish heroes were hanged. The war in Mun-
ster was now virtually over. Many of the Irish
chiefs that escaped the sword fled to Spain, where
some of their descendants still may be found.
O’Sullivan refused to become an exile, and collect-
ing the remnant of the Southern troops maintained
a predatory warfare under cover of the Southwestern
bogs and mountains.

This desperate contest was attended by a great












238 HISTORY OF IRELAND

The great mass of the Irish people had sunk
into a hopelessly wretched condition. ‘The inces-
sant fighting among themselves and with the set-
tlers, and afterwards the devastating wars of Eliza-
beth’s reign, had effectually checked their progress
in civilization.

Into this inheritance came James VI. of Scot-
land in 1603. His real character was unknown to
the leaders of the English interest. The Irish
Catholics believed that in him they would find a
patron and a friend. They argued that the son of
Mary Queen of Scots, who had died a martyr to the
faith, would not long continue to support the new
religion, and acting on this mistaken notion they
immediately proceeded to establish the public exer-
cise of the ancient religion.

The cities of Munster were foremost in this
movement, and Mountjoy immediately marched
southward to crush this new spirit. When he ar-
rived before Waterford he was met by a deputation
of the citizens, who showed him a charter of King
John by which that city was excused from quarter-
ing soldiers. Mountjoy terrified the citizens by
threatening if the gates were not instantly opened
that ‘‘he would cut asunder the charter of King
John with the sword of King James.”’

Such reasoning was irresistible. The city at
once yielded, and in a few days Clonmel and Cashel
imitated the example. Cork surrendered after a
short siege and a few of the leaders were executed.
A royal proclamation was issued to the effect that
no toleration to the Catholic religion would be
given; that all Jesuits and priests should quit the
country, and that all laws against the ancient faith
would be strictly enforced.

Mountjoy, rewarded with an earldom, returned
to England. He was succeeded by Sir Arthur Chi-
chester. Sir Arthur was a man of strong Puritan
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trines. Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone, had been
over to the English court, where he was graciously
received by the king, who confirmed him in his title
and estates, and had returned to Ireland with the
intention of settling down in peace.

Rory O’Donnell, Red Hugh O’Donnell’s young-
est brother, also had made his peace with the crown.
He had been created Earl of Tirconnell and had re-
ceived a grant of County Donegal, the territory of
the O’Donnells. Though shorn of a great deal of
their influence, these great chieftains might still be
dangerous to the policy of King James, and the
government accordingly watched them narrowly for
any opportunity to destroy them.,

They were insulted by the king’s officers, har-
assed by litigation and worried by spies. ILord
Howth, who was admitted by the government to be
unworthy of credit, dropped a letter in the council
chamber darkly hinting that there was a plot formed
by the Irish Catholic lords against the state. No
names were mentioned, no particulars given, and

et the government at once fixed upon the Earls of
%yrone and Tirconnell as the agents of this pre-
tended conspiracy. Both these chiefs certainly were
discontented. They knew that they were viewed
with jealousy and hostility by the officers of state,
and they were conscious that they had frequently, in
conversation, uttered sentiments which easily might
be distorted into proofs of disaffection.

They had learned by bitter experience in a for-
mer reign that the government was not very scrupu-
lous in the use of means for increasing confiscations,
and when they received information that it was the
intention of the government to arrest them, being
wholly unprepared for resistance, they fled into
exile. ‘‘It is certain,’’ say the Four Masters, ‘‘that
the sea mnever carried and the winds never wafted
from the Irish shores individuals more illustrious or
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choly picture of old Tyrone wandering about in
Rome and wishing in vain to be back in his own
land and able to strike a good blow for her. He
died at last, on July, 20, 1616, in the seventy-sixth
year of his age, a brave, sad, blind old man. He
was buried in the little church on the Janiculum by
the side of Tirconnell.”

A few months after the flight of the earls,
O’Dougherty of Innishowen and some of the O’Don-
nells broke out in revolt in the extreme north of the
island. They were promptly crushed and a hunted
remnant of their followers ruthlessly exterminated
in their last refuge, Tory Island.

O’Kane, another Northern chieftain, had been
arrested for treason, a charge for which there does
not appear to have been a shadow of foundation.
But without a trial he was forwarded to the Tower
of London, where he afterwards died. The door
was now thrown open for a wide and wholesale plan-
tation in Ulster. The opportunity, most gratifying
to the pedantic vanity of James, was given to inau-
gurate a new social and political system. The old
order of things was to be entirely wiped out and a
new creation was to come into existence. ‘The con-
fiscations thus made by James included the six
counties of Donegal, Tyrone, Derry, Fermanagh,
Cavan and Armagh, containing nearly 4,000,000
acres.

The king, without paying any regard to the
rights of the occupants, determined to settle in
these districts thoroughly Protestant and anti-Irish
colonies from England and Scotland and todrive the
actual inhabitants into the woods, bogs and mount-
ains. ‘The Irish chiefs possessed the sovereignty
but not the property of the soil, consequently the
guilt of O’Neill and O’Donnell though ever so
clearly proved, could not affect the rights of their
elansmen, who were not even accused of treasom.
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The whole country was now subject to the king, and
the old Irish law, declared by the government as ‘‘a
lewd and damnable custom,’’ had been everywhere
superseded by the English law. The success of
the Northern plantations gave James a taste for con-
fiscation which the officers of the crown were mnot
slow to encourage.

All their ingenuity, however, was not equal to
a new plot. They therefore devised a scheme more
certain in its effects, and perhaps more glaringly
unjust. This was the ‘‘commission for the discov-
ery of defective titles,”’ at the head of which was
placed Sir William Parsons, an unprincipled advent-
urer, on whom craft and crime had conferred an
unenviable notoriety. During the long wars that
had devastated the island in the preceding reigns,
and especially the last, property had been in a state
of constant fluctuation. Deeds were lost, docu-
ments destroyed, feudal services left unperformed,
and rent to the crown unpaid.

By taking advantage of these circumstances the
king obtained in Leinster alone the forfeiture of
nearly 1 ZOOO,OOO more acres. A class of informers,
called ‘‘discoverers,’”’ was regularly employed by
the officers of the crown to search out defective
titles. They were rewarded by large grants of
lands. The united avarice and extravagance of
King James made his administration little better
than a deliberate system of robbery, and his officers
in Ireland were not behind their master in iniquity.
They plundered not only the opponents of the gov-
ernment, but in many cases those who had been
taken under its protection.

The local government of Ireland during this
disgraceful reign was characteristic. Martial law
was proclaimed in times of peace; refractory wit-
nesses were tortured; obstinate jurors were fined
and imprisoned; the courts became instruments of
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unscrupulous adventurer, having become possessed
of acres, frequently by means which would not bear
the light of day, often was made a county magis-
trate and sometimes elevated to the peerage. Half
of the peerage of Ireland at the time of the union
(A. D. 1800) was composed of persons whose an-
cestors had come to Ireland as fortune hunters after
the Elizabethan wars. The institution of a local
magistracy became a local tyranny in Ireland, where
the large land-owner had it all his own way, and
where no notice would be taken by the government
of any complaint, if such complaint ever succeeded
in reaching it.

Being freeholders, the ‘‘new men’’ were of the
chosen few who were qualified to act as justices of
the peace, to vote for members of parliament, and
to fill the office of sheriff. They became small des-
pots in their own part of the country, having very
considerable control over the liberties of their neigh-
bors. Many of the new settlers were army men,
who obtained large tracts of land as rewards for
services.

Another class of persons who made their fort-
unes at this time were ministers of the new doc-
trines. A youth would come over as chaplain to the
lord-deputy and quickly be pushed into a deanery, a
few big livings or a bishopric, and, living comforta-
bly in Dublin, draw his large income, which he in-
vested in land. More than one large estate was
thus put together and more than one family thus
founded which may be found in the peerage of
Ireland.

The new settlers hung together and intermar-
ried with each other. They did not develop the
tendency to amalgamate with the Irish people to
nearly the same extent as those who had gone be-
fore them. They were essentially strangers in the
land, who felt that they had gone in for a good
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land was still more perplexing. The native inhab-
itants, deprived of their lands, supported a misera-
ble existence in woods, mountains and remote dis-
tricts, waiting patiently for a favorable time when
the possessions of which they had been despoiled
might be recovered.

Nearly all the best lands in Ireland outside of
Connaught were in the hands of the notorious

‘“‘undertakers.’”” Charles and his new lord- -deputy,
Sir Thomas Wentworth, who was appointed in 1633,
soon turned their attention to Connaught. The
king’s great ally in the management of Ireland was
Wentworth, the ablest of his ministers, who devoted
the great abilities of which it was said ‘‘God had
given him the use and the devil the application’’ to
supporting Charles’ fraudulent schemes for extort-
ing money until his malign influence was removed
by the summons to England in 1640, which ended
in his death.

Wentworth regarded Ireland as a conquered
country whose inhabitants possessed no civil rights
but by the mercy of the crown. He therefore re-
solved to make the sternest despotism the principle
of his government and to admit of no opposition to
his imperious will. He believed in paternal gov-
ernment, but appears to have wished to rule the
mass of the common people with some justice and
moderation so long as the king’s interests were not
concerned.

His hand was heavy on the castle officials, the
upstart nobility of the plantations and the great
land-owners of the West, because these resisted his
plans for draining their pockets into the king’s cof-
fers. Though he crushed the woolen trade for fear
it might compete with that of England, he encour-
aged commerce and had the wisdom to see that the
soil was suitable for the growth of flax, and having
imported weavers from Belgium and erected mills,
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or allied to the Burkes by marriage. Wentworth
held his court in the earl’s own castle, but coercion
was met with stubborn resistance, and the juries
found verdicts for the land-owners. Wentworth,
furious at the resistance to his will, fined the sheriff
£1,000 and imprisoned him also for returning an
obstinate jury. He dragged the jurors before the
Castle Chamber, where they were cross-questioned
and each fined £4,000 and sentenced to imprison-
ment until the fines were paid and they should
change their decision.

The wretched sheriff died in prison; the old
Earl of Clanricard sank into his grave from grief
and mortification; and finally, overmatched in the
struggle, the land-owners gave way and submitted.
But Wentworth and his royal master, though bent
on confiscation and plantation in Connaught, were
for the present principally concerned in extorting
money, and the land itself to no great extent passed
into other hands. The land-owners were allowed to
retain their estates by the payment of fines and
fixed rents, and in some cases by the surrender of
a portion of their lands for the benefit of the estab-
lished church.

Nor were the extortions of Wentworth confined
to Connaught. He compelled the O’Byrnes of
Leinster to pay £ 17,000 to remedy a pretended de-
fect of title, and extorted no less than £ 70,000
from the London companies that had obtained es-
tates in Ulster. This latter circumstance added in
no small degree to the popular clamor which had
been raised in England against his pride and
tyranny, and it was probably one of the principal
causes of his final ruin, for the citizens of London
from that time became his deadly enemies and ex-
erted all their influence to procure his destruction.
Wentworth’s hand was no less heavy on the mush-
room nobility of the plantations and the jobbers of
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From the strictness of their tenets and the severity
of their practices they were named, partly in ridi-
cule, the Puritans. The opinions of these men
spread rapidly and they soon set up a fierce parlia-
mentary opposition—as often as want of money
compelled Charles to summon a parliament.

John Pym, John Hampden and other men of
remarkable courage and ability led this party and it
soon became plain that the issue would be civil war.
The Puritans were contending for civil and religious
liberty—a liberty, however, in which those who dif-
fered from them should have no share. The plan-
tations in Ulster and the menace of similar spolia-
tion in Connaught completely and justly alienated
the minds of the native Irish from the government.
They believed that it had been determined to strip
them of all their property by a mixture of violence
and chicanery, and the conduct of the king and his
ministers proved that they were not mistaken. In
fact, the royalists and the parliamentarians in Eng-
land distinctly avowed their fixed resolution to col-
onize Ireland with ‘‘good subjects,’’ and opposed as
they were in everything else, Charles and the Com-
mons showed wonderful unanimity in devising plans
for fresh confiscations.

The virulent declarations of the English Par-
liament against the ancient creed were justly alarm-
ing to the Irish Catholics, and the shameful execu-
tion, or, rather, judicial murder, of several priests
in London showed that the persecutions threatened
by the Puritans would not long be confined to pecu-
niary penalties and disqualifications. ‘“The sin of
tolerating popery’’ was a favorite theme of the
clergy of the established and Scottish churches.
Similar denunciations had been made even in the
Irish Parliament and were only suppressed when the
aid of the Catholics was required to complete the
ruin of Wentworth.
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closely to the men from whom he sought help,
whom his eloquence was well calculated to persuade,
and his statesmanlike prudence and foresight to en-
courage. His daring and gallantry endeared him
to his followers, who were always ready to fight
their best for the war-cry of ‘for God, our Lady and
Roger Moore.’ ”’

The plan of revolt was sanctioned by Cardinal
Richelieu and by several other Catholic potentates,
principally through the influence of John O’Neill,
and the death of that able young man was the chief
cause of the irregularity which soon appeared in the
councils of the other conspirators. The lords-jus-
tices were warned from England that numbers of
Irish officers had quitted the continental armies to
return home, that ecclesiastical emissaries were
flocking to Ireland, and at the same time informa-
tion was brought that suspicious assemblages were
frequently held at the houses of the Catholic lords.

But Parsons looked forward to a rising as his
harvest. He already had gained a large fortune by
trading in confiscations, and he trusted that a new
insurrection would place at his disposal more estates
than even Wentworth had ventured to contemplate.
In fact, there was now a great game to be played
for: thei estates of the Irish proprietors. On the
22nd of October, 1641, at a late hour in the even-
ing, Parsons received information from Owen O’Con-
nolly that a conspiracy had been formed for seizing
the castle of Dublin and all the strong places in the
kingdom on the next day.

Borlaseon hearing the account was more alarmed
than his colleague and immediately directed the
council to be summoned. The delay and indecision
of the justices gave the principal leaders time to es-
cape, but two of them, Lord Maguire and Colonel
Hugh McMahon, were seized and the government
in Dublin effectually put on its guard. But the
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garded him with esteem and admiration. His house
was a place of refuge for all the settlers who had
been driven from lands in the mneighborhood, and
there they long continued unmolested, protected by
the general respect felt for the bishop. He was
subsequently removed to the quarters of the Irish
army, but continuned to be treated as a companion
rather than as a prisoner.

So convinced was this good man of the justice
of the Irish cause that he drew up the remonstrance
which they transmitted to the castle in justification
of their having taken up arms. During his illness
he was attended with the greatest care and his dying
moments were soothed by every attention that ar-
dent attachment could dictate. He was interred
with military honors by the Irish soldiers, and when
the grave closed over him all joined in the simple
prayer, ‘‘Requiescat in pace, ultimus Anglorum”’
—DMay the last Englishman rest in peace.

The lords-justices in the meantime took great
precautions to insure their personal safety and then
directed their attention not to the suppression of the
insurrection, but to the discovery of means by which
they could prolong the struggle and derive advan-
tages from its continuance. Their great object was
by some means to bring in the Catholic lords of the
Pale as participants, for their great estates had, for
the most part, remained untouched in former strug-
gles, and were, from their vicinity to the capital,
particularly desirable to the creatures of the govern-
ment. The lords-justices issued a proclamation de-
claring that the Irish papists had formed a danger-
ous conspiracy against the state.

The lords of the Pale were justly alarmed at
the sweeping generality of the phrase ‘‘Irish pa-
pists.” They remonstrated and the justices were
obliged to publish a second proclamation, exonerat-
ing the Catholic lords of English descent. At the
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struggle between him and his parliament, were
eager to terminate transactions which in every way
threatened his ruin.

The English Parliament had at once under-
taken the management of the Irish war, and ignor-
ing the royal prerogative had begun to levy an
army and to provide munitions of war. The lead-
ers of the popular party in the English Parliament,
while they affected the most ardent zeal for the
cause of the Irish Protestants and sent them the
most magnificent promises of assistance, kept the
supplies that they had collected and the army that
they had assembled, to overawe King Charles. It
was then, and long after, the fashion in England to
look upon the Irish with contempt. It was supposed
that an Irish insurrection could be suppressed at any
time by a vigorous effort. '

While, therefore, the English Parliament prom-
ised speedy exertion, the leaders were determined to
secure England first and leave Ireland for a more
convenient season. The conduct of the lords-jus-
tices fully justified the suspicions with which they
were viewed by the Irish lords. So far from exert-
ing themselves to check the progress of revolt, they
used all their influence to discourage the efforts of
others.

James Butler, earl, later marquis, and in the
end Duke of Ormond, who was a churchman zeal-
ously devoted to the king, and some other lords
offered to join the forces of the government with
their adherents and march directly against the in-
surgents to crush, if possible, their undisciplined
forces, but these offers were peremptorily rejected.
The military operations were confined to sending
out Sir Charles Coote, noted for his cruelty, to lay
waste the country, and he, with little scruple, mas-
sacred indiscriminately those who were in revolt and
those who were not, a system which, as had proba-
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“traitors,”” Roger Moore seized the insulting docu-
ment, tore it to pieces, and promptly declined any
further conference. In the meantime a great num-
ber of members of the Irish Parliament met pri-
vately in Dublin and deputed two of their members,
Lords Dillon and Taafe, to go over to England and
represent to the king the real condition of the coun-
try, the conduct of the lords-justices, and the bene-
ficial consequences that would result from transfer-
ring their power to the Earl of Ormond, ‘‘or any
other nobleman of approved loyalty and integrity.”’

This measure was also defeated by the contriv-
ance of Parsons. He sent a private message to the
leaders of the English House of Commons desiring
that no attention be paid to the representations of
Lord Dillon and declaring that his schemes would
prevent the perfect establishment of English as-
cendency in Ireland. Lords Dillon and Taafe were
arrested near London by order of the House of Com-
mons, and were not liberated until all negotiation
was fruitless. i

From October until the middle of December the
insurrection had been confined to Ulster, a small
part of Leinster, and one county in Connaught.
The Catholic lords of the Pale persevered in their
allegiance and offered their assistance to the govern-
ment. Some had even distinguished themselves
against the Northerners in the field, especially Sir
Robert Talbot, whose castle was destroyed in revenge
by the insurgents.

The lords-justices at the first rising, deeming
the aid of these Catholic lords mnecessary to their
own security, had supplied them with arms to de-
fend themselves against the Northern Irish, but
being now encouraged by promises of large arma-
ments from England they recalled the arms which
they had granted and issued a proclamation order-
ing those who had fled to Dublin for protection to












268 HISTORY OF IRELAND

of December before taking a decided course, and
then, having good reason to believe that arms were
necessary for their safety, they determined to join
the patriotic cause.

With Lord Mountgarret rose every branch of
the house of Butler, except James Butler, Farl of
Ormond, who had been brought up in England in
the Protestant faith. The first movements of the
Munster leaders were executed with equal prompt-
ness and success. Cashel, Clonmel, Carrick and
Dungarven were quickly taken, almost without re-
sistance. County Kilkenny and the city of Water-
ford were easily secured by Lord Mountgarret.

Henry O’Brien, Earl of Thomond, staid by the
government, but his followers and relatives set his
authority at defiance and added County Clare to the
confederate cause; and finally Connaught, abandon-
ing the traditional leadership of the Earl of Clanri-
card, joined the popular call under the leadership of
Miles Burke, Viscount Mayo. In all these pro-
ceedings the lives and personal effects of the dispos-
sessed Protestants were carefully protected by the
Catholic nobility.

In those parts of the three provinces which
thus finally joined the confederates, where the rem-
nants of the old evicted Irish clans were waiting for
revenge upon the planters, a few isolated acts of
cruelty are recorded: these, the work of a few un-
governable natives, were promptly checked by the
leaders of the revolt, who did their utmost to con-
vey the expelled people to places of safety.

The lords-justices having received some rein-
forcements from England were now encouraged to
pursue openly the scheme of confiscation which they
had long meditated. Finding the number of pris-
oners brought in by the leaders of their raiding par-
ties an incumbrance, they issued a commission for
trying them by martial law, pretending that they
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success: they were afraid of their allies, the old
Irish, fearing that their influence would be destroyed
by the overbalance which the native interest would
obtain.

The Earl of Ormond, availing himself of this
indecision, obtained many advantages over the con-
federates in several engagements. The latter ap-
pear to have simply desired to maintain such a
warlike attitude as to insure to them satisfactory
conditions of peace; and they hoped that the king
himself would soon come over to undertake the
management of the war. They believed that they
could then prove to him their innocence of rebellion
against his authority.

King Charles, sensible of the injury he sus-
tained in England and Scotland from the report of
his secret partiality to the Irish Catholics, accord-
ingly issued proclamations denouncing them as
‘‘rebels and traitors,’’ and even expressed his anx-
iety to prove his sincerity by leading an army
against them in person. But the king’s double-
dealing and duplicity were too well known for either
party to give much credit to his professxons or
proclamations.

The lords of the Pale were persuaded or con-
vinced of his secret attachment to their cause: the
leaders in the English House of Commons believed
that the proposed expedition to Ireland was only a
pretext for removing where he would be free from
the control of parliament, and peremptorily refused
their consent. Lord Gormanstown, the confederate
leader in Leinster, seeing the last hope of a peace-
ful settlement of the island thus destroyed, died, it
is said, of a broken heart, leaving his command in
the hands of Lord Mountgarret.

The latter led his army into County Kildare,
where the Earl of Ormond was engaged in relieving
castles blockaded by the confederates. A battle was
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government had a large majority. The principal
business done in this session was the passing of new
penal laws, the denouncing of the ancient faith in
unmeasured terms, and the preparation of an ad-
dress to the English Parliament for new and more
stringent laws against Catholics. Having thus per-
formed its part in exasperating the confederates and
making the return of peace hopeless, the parliament
was adjourned.

Like their masters in England, the lords-jus-
tices almost wholly neglected the war. St. Leger,
in Muunster, was so disheartened by the vexations
which he suffered for the loss of Limerick and want
of aid that he died of mortification and grief, and
was succeeded by his son-in-law, Murrough O’Brien,
Lord Inchiquin. The confederates, unable to avail
themselves of the inaction of their enemies, were so
disorganized by repeated reverses and by the arrival
of a large body of troops sent to Ulster by the Scot-
tish Parliament, that they seriously contemplated
giving up the struggle to become voluntary exiles.

The arrival in Donegal Bay, July, 1642, of
Colonel Owen Roe O’Neill, who had acquired a
high character in the Spanish service, revived the
hopes of his countrymen. He was a nephew of the
late Hugh O’Neill, the great Earl of Tyrone, and
had served with distinction on the continent. He
was a leader whose noble qualities would have done
honor to any cause; a skillful, bold, yet cautious
soldier: mild, generous and humane, he was re-
spected even by his enemies. He brought with him
a hundred Irish officers who had received a military
education in continental warfare.

On his arrival he was unanimously chosen by
the Northern chiefs to supersede his kinsman, Sir
Phelim O’Neill, in the supreme command in Ulster.
He denounced in the strongest terms the excesses
which had been committed by the Irish under his
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the rights and liberties of Irishmen as just and
necessary. They declared that no order of the
king, whom they justly regarded as an unwilling
instrument in the hands of their enemies, should be
obeyed until they had sufficient reasons to know his
real intentions.

They directed that an oath of association should
be taken by all the members of the confederacy,
and that no distinction should be made between the
old and new Irish, or Celtic and Anglo-Irish. They
denounced the heaviest censures of the church on
those who remained neutral in the contest, and pro-
hibited under pain of excommunication any injury
to Protestants who were not enemies to their cause.
They directed that exact registers should be kept of
all murders and unnecessary cruelties committed by
their enemies in the several provinces, but they
prohibited retaliation under the severest penalties.
They ordained that provincial assemblies, composed
of the laity and clergy, should be formed for local
government, but that the chief authority should re-
main with a national council, to which the others
should be subordinate.

Soon after, in October, 1642, a general or
national assembly from all the provinces met at
Kilkenny. It consisted largely of the Anglo-Irish
nobility and was conducted with all the form and
order of a regular parliament. Having first pro-
fessed their allegiance to the king, they renounced
the authority of the government administered in
Dublin and declared that they would maintain the
rights and privileges of the Catholic Church as es-
tablished by the great charter, and they professed
to accept the laws of England and Ireland, so far as
they were not contrary to their religion or the
national liberties.

They organized provincial councils, but allowed
an appeal from their decisions to the Supreme Coun-






CHAPTER XXXV.
THE CONFEDERATE WAR—CONTINUED.

‘So many reinforcements had successively poured
into Ireland both from Scotland and England that
the army which opposed the confederates was finally
raised to 50,000 men, but these were gradually re-
duced in number by want, desertion and the casual-
ties of war. They won several battles, burned and
demolished many towns and villages, but the evils
of their excesses recoiled upon themselves and they
began to experience the horrors of famine in the
midst of the desert which they had made.”’

In October, 1642, the Civil War broke out in
England between King Charles and his parliament,
and the latter immediately sent over agents to en-
gage the army in Ireland on its side. These at-
tempts were encouraged by Parsons, who received
the parliamentary emissaries with open arms. ‘The
Earl of Ormond, on the other hand, diligently la-
bored to keep the soldiers in their allegiance to the
king, and for the most part he succeeded.

James Butler, earl, afterwards marquis, and in
the end Duke of Ormond, was the head of the
great Norman-Irish house of Butler. He was a
man of more than ordinary ability, but cold, selfish
and of doubtful faith. He had been educated in
England and converted to the new religion and re-
garded the faith he had abandoned with hatred and
contempt.

The Ormonds for centuries had been politic
courtiers, Englishmen in Ireland rather than Irish-/
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cessation was afterwards renewed from time to time
on various pretexts till the spring of 1646.

The Catholic clergy and the old Irish were dis-
satisfied with the truce, which had checked their re-
cent successes and weakened their strength by the
loss of the men and money sent to aid the king.
The parliamentarians declared that this alliance
with “‘murderous papists,’’ as they called the con-
federates, was a ‘‘crying sin,”’ and sent orders to
their generals in Ireland to disregard the truce.
The news of the truce with the Irish confederates
was received with great indignation. The English
people, who had been terribly excited by the wild
reports of the ‘‘Ulster massacre,’’ loudly demanded
revenge. Still stronger grew their anger when
2,000 men from Ormond’s forces were landed in
North Wales and 3,000 well provided troops from
the Irish confederate army passed over into Scotland
to aid the king.

The very fact of Charles’ overtures to the Irish
so disgusted his English friends that many of them
left his service and went over to the parliament.
The good fortune that hitherto had attended the
king in the Civil War in England had now begun
to desert him, and consequently he began to look
more and more to his Irish subjects to crush his re-
bellious English subjects and became more and
more anxious to patch up a peace with the Irish
confederates on any terms.

Accordingly in January, 1644, Charlesappointed
Ormond Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, with full power
to offer the confederates the most advantageous
terms. The principal demands of the latter were
an independent Irish parliament, the free exercise
of their religion, and a general pardon for all who
had engaged in the war, except those who had been
guilty of breaches of quarter and acts of inhuman-
ity. On the granting of these terms the confeder-
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Duncannon, which commanded Waterford harbor.
When the news of this revolution reached the coun-
cil at Kilkenny, it directed Lord Castlehaven (Barry
having retired on account of old age) to march
against Inchiquin, while Preston was sent to besiege
Duncannon, which was forced to surrender after a
short but vigorous siege; and Castlehaven, having
defeated the enemy in the field, proceeded to reduce
the different castles along the rivers Lee and Black-
water which had fallen into the hands of Inchiquin.
He captured several places of importance, took a
great number of prisoners, and finally advancing to
the coast, laid siege to Yougal, though the town was
well garrisoned and further protected by two frigates
which lay in the harbor.

The siege was finally raised by the arrival of
Roger Boyle, Lord Broghill, with reinforcements."
The winter soon after set in and military operations
were laid aside to resume the long pending negotia-
tions. Ormond was resolved not to grant the terms
demanded by the confederates, and they refused to
recede from a single claim. He tried in vain to per-
suade them that it was expedient to assist the king
as soon as possible.

They replied that they would not weaken them-
selves until the signature of the treaty had secured
their future safety. During this delay, in October,
1645, Rinucini, Archbishop of Fermo, arrived in
Ireland as nuncio from the Pope, and showed him-
self as hostile to any peace which did not secure the
public establishment of the ancient religion in Ire-
land as the Puritans were to terms that granted
simple toleration.

The efforts of Charles to secure the aid of the
confederates without alarming the prejudices of his
Protestant subjects led him into a series of extraor-
dinary intrigues, the premature discovery of which,
despite his resources in duplicity, covered him with
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clared ‘‘on the word of a Christian I never intended
Glamorgan should treat of anything without your
approbation, much less your knowledge.”’

Ormond, pretending to believe that Glamorgan
had exceeded his powers, caused him to be arrested
on a charge of high treason. Glamorgan, in his
defense, declared that what he did was not binding
on the king, but that he had acted out of excess of
zeal in his majesty’s service. Charles sent a letter
to Dublin requesting that Glamorgan should be de-
tained a prisoner, but at the same time he wrote pri-
vately to Ormond to suspend the execution of any
sentence against him.

The English ear]l was soon after released on the
joint bail of the Farls of Clanricard and Kildare.
Notwithstanding all this wearisome intrigue, Or-
mond had long before received instructions from the
king to conclude a peace with the confederates on
terms mnearly or fully as favorable to the Catholics
as those granted by Glamorgan. The refusal of
Ormond to recognize the secret treaty of Glamorgan
destroyed what little harmony remained in the coun-
cils of the confederates.

The Anglo-Irish lords, who had been driven to
revolt by irresistible compulsion, were extremely
anxious to conclude the war. The old Irish were
suspicious of Ormond and indignant that scant care
had been taken of their special interests in either
of the treaties. The nuncio and most of the clergy
declared that no terms should be accepted which did
not include the ecclesiastical articles in Glamorgan’s
secret treaty. '

There were and always had been two parties
among the confederates, corresponding closely to the
two separate races of which they were composed—
the radical party, made up mainly of the old Irish
and the clergy, which aimed at national independ-
ence, and a conservative party, consisting, for the
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diate attack, but, contrary to his expectations, the
enemy contrived to ford the river about 2 p. m. at
Battle Bridge, near Caledon, and was soon ap-
proaching rapidly in his front. To check this ad-
vance O’Neill sent some troops to occupy a pass on
the way.

A murderous fire from Monroe’s artillery dis-
lodged them and they fell back slowly, but in good
order. The pass being cleared, a simultaneous
movement of the whole attacking army was made to
dislodge O’Neill, but it was arrested by a deadly
shower of bullets from the Irish sharpshooters be-
hind the bushes. Monroe immediately opened a
brisk cannonade, which O’Neill’s excellent position
rendered well-nigh harmless.

Repeated charges of cavalry against the Irish
lines were made with little success. The enemy
could not maneuver or take a circuit, being cooped
up by the river on the right and the bog on the left.
The sun shone full in the face of the Irish and the
wind blew in the same direction. When they were
not dazzled with excessive light they were blinded
with thick rolling smoke of artillery and musketry.
Under these disadvantages the Irish army sustained
the enemy’s fire for four hours, during which time
it repelled incessant attacks of cavalry, made with
an admirable dash and spirit.

. O’Neill knew that towards evening the sun
would be at his back, and as it sank towards the
forest at his rear present a great disadvantage to his
enemies by casting its glare upon their faces. Re-
solved to imperil nothing by haste, he commanded
his men simply to hold their ground and wait till
the welcome evening. The Scotch general was for
some time merely exasperated with O’Neill’s cool
reserve and subtle tactics, which he could not attrib-
ute to timidity, for he knew his man.

About 6 p. m. a blaze of level light from the
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The main body of O’Neill’s horse had been
instructed to pour down on the enemy’s left when
the movement on his right was seen to be success-
. ful, and now they were in full charge. The strug-
gle at the center was kept in suspense for a time by
fiery valor on both sides, but the confusion of his
wings at length reached Monroe, when the Irish,
by one desperate shock, overwhelmed his center,
which crowned the fortune of the day, and the
flight of the enemy became general.

Among the most desperate instances of pro-
tracted resistance was that of the gallant Lord Bla-
ney, who, pike in hand, fought at the head of his
English regiment until he and most of his brave
men left their dead bodies on the field. Monroe’s
men were driven across the Blackwater, in which a
multitude perished. The Scottish general left hat,
coat, wig and sword behind him and fled in a panic
to Lisburn. The fleetness of his horse alone saved
his life.

He left 3,243 men dead on the field of battle,
and in the pursuit of the enemy the two following
days he lost almost the entire remnant of his army.
His guns, tents, baggage, provisions, 1,500 draft
horses, and thirty-two standards fell into the hands
of the conquerors. Twenty-two officers and 150
men were made prisoners.

Of the Irish troops only seventy were killed
and 200 wounded.

The news reached Limerick June 13, and the
following Sunday the captured standards were car-
ried in grand procession to the cathedral, where a
Te Deum was chanted in the presence of the Su-
preme Council and all the civic authorities in honor
of the great victory. While preparing to improve
his success and completely expel the enemy from
Ulster, O’Neill received a letter from the nuncio re-
quiring him to march into Leinster to aid him in
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ble slaughter. But though they did not come off
victorious, they did with glory, for, to the admira-
tion of both armies, charge after charge was made
without any support from the cavalry, Preston hav-
ing placed his horse in a position where the ground
was marshy.

This error was not corrected in time and conse-
quently proved fatal. When the horses were spurred
they plunged deeper into the swampy soil. Jones,
seeing their plight, sent forward a strong body of
dragoons, who came up when about one-half of the
Irish cavalry had formed. The shock was short.
Preston’s cavalry was overwhelmed and hunted
from the marsh to a bog mnear by as its only se-
curity against being cut to pieces. But it was a
fatal refuge. A large reserve force which had been
forwarded for their relief fled along with them. All
were instantly hemmed in by the hostile horse and
foot and raked by the cannon and musketry of the
enemy.

Preston, astonished at the destruction of his
army, made a gallant attempt to restore the day,
but all in vain. His bravery added to his misfor-
tunes without redeeming his errors. The field of
battle and the surrounding plains and marshes were
covered with thousands of the confederates, dead or
dying. In the meantime the rigorous Inchiquin
had little difficulty in dealing with the confederate
commander, Lord Theobald Taafe. During the
year he gained many triumphs over him, and, flushed
with success, pushed his depredations almost to the
walls of Kilkenny.

Cashel was taken and burned in September,
almost without a blow in its defense, and Inchiquin,
as cruel as he was active, caused a terrible slaugh-
ter to deluge its streets, houses and churches. Early
in November Inchiquin was encamped at Mallow
with an army of 6,000 infantry and 1,200 cavalry,
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progress of the battle. On his return he was inter-
cepted by a small band of the enemy and killed,
while his brave men, without a leader to command
them, stood their ground till most of them were
slain, when the remnant threw down their arms
and surrendered.

The confederates lost about 4,000 men, the
flower of their army, along with their arms, stand-
ards and baggage. On receiving news of his vic-
tory the English Parliament voted a large sum for
Inchiquin and his army, but only a small part of
the money was sent, and the Irish mercenary began
to think of changing sides once more. The defeat
of the confederates so alarmed the council at Kil-
kenny that Inchiquin, who had resolved to return to
the king’s party, was enabled to dictate to them a
truce or a cessation of hostilities covering Mun-
ster. The negotiations, protracted during the win-
ter, came to an end May 20, 1648, when, in spite of
the nuncio’s strenuous opposition, the truce was
signed.

Within a week the nuncio, at Kilkenny, pub-
lished a solemn decree of excommunication against
all the aiders and abettors of the truce and an inter-
dict against all places where it should be received or
maintained, and he then privately withdrew from
the city and joined O’Neill at Maryborough. The
nuncio now proposed that O’Neill should advance to
Kilkenny, disperse the Confederate Council, and
assume the dictatorship of Ireland, but O’Neill,
perhaps, lacked the necessary boldness or audacity
for such a step, and besides was reluctant to shed
blood unless on the field of battle.

He advanced, however, for the purpose of over-
awing the council, but while on his march he was
exposed to the attack of Inchiquin and Preston, who
had combined ..gainst him, each of whom had an
army superior to his own. By great exertion and
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of Dublin was the first enterprise Ormond resolved
to undertake.

Prince Rupert, whom he had requested to block-
ade Dublin Bay while he himself pushed the siege
by land, positively refused to move with his fleet
from Kinsale harbor. After a vain display of his
troops before Dublin, which Ormond seems to have
expected would produce an insurrection of the roy-
alists in the city, he determined to reduce the gar-
rison in the North before besieging the capital, and
the command of the troops for this enterprise was
given to Inchiquin.

Drogheda, after a short siege, was taken by as-
sault, and in quick succession Dundalk, Newry,
Carlingford, and all the garrisons in Ulster except
Derry fell into the hands of Inchiquin. Several
castles that had been seized by O’Neill, who was
now in alliance with the Puritans, were recovered
by Castlehaven.

Before Ormond’s army could reassemble the
garrison of Dublin was reinforced by 2,600 soldiers
and a large supply of military stores. At the same
time news arrived that Oliver Cromwell, the great
Puritan leader, with a powerful army, was preparing
to sail over to Munster, where he hoped to be joined
by Lord Broghill and other Puritan leaders. It was
generally believed that the planters and colonists in
Yougal, Cork, Kinsale and other Southern towns
were secretly inclined to favor the English Parlia-
ment, or, at any rate, ready to engage with them
should they have the fairest prospect of success, for
with these intruders hatred of the ancient faith was
more powerful than their love of the king, but loy-
alty to their own narrow interests more potent than
all.

On receiving this alarming intelligence, and
after long deliberation, it was resolved to send In-
chiquin with 1,100 cavalry to hold the Southern
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Arthur Ashton, a brave English royalist, with 2,000
picked soldiers and a regiment of horse, besides
some volunteers. On his arrival Cromwell sent
Ashton a formal summons to surrender, which was
sternly rejected, and a blockade accordingly was
commenced.

The Puritans lost a few days in getting their
siege guns from Dublin and in other preparations,
so that they were not ready to begin battering the
town till September 10. Then they opened a tre-
mendous fire from all their cannons, which the
walls of Drogheda were unable to resist. About
the middle of the afternoon of the mnext day two
practicable breaches were made, but the attempt to
take the place by storm was twice repulsed with
great slaughter. Cromwell rallied his men to a
third effort. Again the stern assailants entered the
breaches, but the brave garrison received them with
such desperate valor that the issue seemed doubtful.

At this critical moment Colonel Wall, whose
regiment was defending the breaches, fell ighting
at the head of his men. Disheartened by the fall of
their leader, his soldiers began to waver, and being
closely pressed they surrendered on the promise of
quarter; and the Puritans, being now masters of the
two breaches, forced their way into the town. The
remainder of the garrison, though taken by surprise
and greatly outnumbered, fought bravely and dis-
puted desperately every corner of the streets, mak-
ing the enemy win what they did by inches.

Sir Arthur Ashton, with the remainder of his
officers and men, finally fell back to an eminence
within the walls called the Mill Mount, which was
strongly protected by ramparts and palisades. There
they defended themselves for some time against
overwhelming odds, yielding at last on the promise
of quarter. Though quarter had been promised by
Lis officers and men, Cromwell refused to confirm it
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However, at the last moment they consented to
receive 1,500 Ulster troops within the walls. Octo-
ber 10 Cromwell had finished his preparations for
an attack and the next morning he began to batter
the defenses. By noon of that day some breaches
were made in the walls, which caused the governor
to offer to surrender the town on honorable terms,
but while the Irish commissioners were treating for
this purpose with Cromwell, an outlying castle that
commanded the walls was betrayed to the enemy by
Captain James Stafford, its commander, its gates
perfidiously opened and its guns turned against the
town.

The Puritans were now enabled in safety to
scale the adjacent walls by means of ladders. They
entered Wexford thus easily, opened its gates to
their troops, and the whole besieging army poured
in. ‘The Irish in consternation abandoned the forti-
fications and fell back towards the center of the
town. It was in vain that many of the streets were
barricaded with cables to retard the advance of the
enemy. These obstacles were soon overcome and
served to irritate the ferocious spirit of the deter-
mined assailants.

Many of the people abandoned their houses and
crowded together in the market place or public
square, where their defenders were soon driven to
make their last stand. Here a gallant and success-
ful resistance for an hour was maintained by the
garrison against overwhelming numbers, but in
vain. They were finally all cut to pieces. Nor
could the shrieks and prayers of hundreds of women
who knelt around the great cross in the public
square save them from the cruel swords of the Puri-
tan barbarians.

The horrors of Drogheda were renewed. No
quarter was given. Rank nor office found respect,
sex no distinction, old age no mercy, the babe at the
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tened to conclude a treaty with O’Neill on equitable
terms.

That chieftain had faithfully kept his engage-
ments with the Puritan commanders and had thrown
many difficulties in the way of the royalists in the
North. He had compelled them to raise the siege of
Derry, and thus had rescued Coote and his small
army, the last hope of the Puritans in Ulster, from
the ruin which seemed to threaten them. At first
the English Parliament hesitated to acknowledge
the alliance made with O’Neill by its officers in
Ireland, and after the victory of Rathmines they
publicly refused to sanction it.

Stung with indignation, O'Neill accepted the
offers of Ormond in October, 1649, and hastened
from Derry with a large force to join the royal
army, but while advancing southward he was seized
with mortal illness. The dying chieftain, however,
refusing to allow the march of his army to be re-
tarded, was conveyed on a litter at the head of his
men through Tyrone and Monaghan into Cavan.
The motion of the litter served only to aggravate
the disease and obliged him to rest for some time
with his brother-in-law, Colonel Philip O’Reilly.
After ordering his nephew and successor, Hugh D.
O’Neill, to lead the promised troops to Ormond
without delay, he was removed for greater security
to Clough Oughter Castle, a stronghold of the
O’Reillys on an island in Lough Oughter, in
Cavan.

Here he lingered for a few days longer, but
gradually sinking, in spite of his strong constitution
and iron will, he expired on the 6th of November,
1649. When the incredible difficulties of his posi-
tion during those seven years of civil war are care-
fully weighed and considered, perhaps no name
more illustrious for the combination of great civil
and military qualities will be found in the annals of
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enough to raise an insurrection, after some hesita-
tion resolved to confirm them in their tenure. In
May, 1661, the Irish Parliament, after a lapse of
nearly twenty years, was once more assembled. The
chief business it was to settle was regarding the
claims of the new and old interests.

In the House of Commons, composed almost
entirely of Cromwellians, a bill of settlement favor-
ing the ‘‘new interest’’ was easily passed, but in the
House of Lords there was a hard fight, though by
the influence of Ormond it was finally passed. ILest
this bill might provoke too much indignation among
the Catholics, a Court of Claims was instituted, in
which certain of the Irish might have their cases
tried, and ‘‘if proved innocent’” get their lands
restored.

None who had joined the confederates before
’48, or had adhered to the party of the Papal Nuncio,
or had accepted lands in Connaught were to be con-
sidered ‘‘innocent,’”’ and no one who played a merely
passive part during the war and leaned to neither
one side nor the other, should be allowed to regain
the land he had lost. The Protestant interest,
though it had little to fear from a Court of Claims
bound by such restrictions, still to make things
more secure no pains were spared to obtain commis-
sioners friendly to the new interest. Notwithstand-
ing all these precautions the court was crowded with
applicants, and at the end of three months, out of
two hundred cases tried, only nineteen were thrown
out, the vast majority being judged ‘‘innocent,”’
and in consequence entitled to the restoration of
their estates.

The new proprietors, wild with indignation,
raised a great clamor and talked loudly of an appeal
to arms, and Charles, seeing he must definitely sac-
rifice one party, decided that the weakest must go.
The time of the Court of Claims was accordingly
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The tenure by which the new landlords held
their estates had been so insecure, the fear of war
and harvest burning so great, and the chances of
eviction so considerable that few cared to sow corn
which their enemies might reap or destroy, and as a
consequence the greater part of the country had
been made into pasture.

The profits of agriculture were greater than of
pasturage, but the return was slower and the dam-
age done by an invading army far greater. Larger
capital is needed to work an agricultural than a
grazing farm and it also requires much more labor.
The population had been so thinned by war, plague,
exile and transportation that Ireland almost became
one immense pasture. The great wealth of the
country at this time was cattle and the only trade of
the country was their exportation to England and
Scotland.

The importation of Irish cattle was declared a
“nuisance’’ by the British government and for the
time Ireland was almost ruined. Subsidies and
taxes no longer could be paid; the country was in
the direst distress, but now all classes and both
races were affected by this calamity, and Ormond
and other leaders set to work to help themselves
and their country. They could not get the embargo
taken off the exportation of cattle, but they per-
suaded Charles to allow Ireland free trade with for-
eign countries. Ormond also induced skilled weav-
ers both of woolen and linen to come over from
Flanders and teach their art to the Irish.

The clergy of the established church in Ireland
had come back in triumph at the restoration. ‘The
vacant bishoprics had been filled and the new prel-
ates consecrated in St. Patrick’s Cathedral with
great pomp and solemnity. The church had suf-
fered greatly during the time of Cromwell in
Ireland and had been completely overwhelmed by
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by the defenseless condition of the settlers and
shielded by the peasantry, made raids on their farms
and carried off or killed thousands of cattle. The
old proprietors urged the temants to refuse to pay
rents to the new settlers on the plea that the latter
had no right to the land, and as the disarmed Prot-
estants dared not evict them the laborers defied their
masters openly.

Excesses were committed and a groundless
rumor spread abroad that the Catholics intended to
massacre the entire Protestant population. Thou-
sands of the latter fled to the nearest towns or bar-
ricaded themselves in their houses in terror. About
this time Lord Clarendon was removed and Tir-
connell put in his place as Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireland.

This step confirmed the fears of the settlers.
They were now convinced that retribution was at
hand. Hundreds of families left Dublin with Lord
Clarendon and all the seaport towns were thronged
with refugees. Talbot’s imprudent administration
was alarming to the Protestants, many of whom
were summarily turned out of office to make room
for Catholic judges, mayors and sheriffs. Protest-
ant ascendency for the time was overthrown and the
lives and fortunes of the settlers were at the mercy
of the natives.

In June, 1688, the birth of a prince brought
matters to a crisis. On the birth of a Catholic heir
the English nobles invited William, Prince of
Orange, to come over and take possession of the
English throne. War, massacre and confiscation
were associated in Catholic Ireland with Protestant
ascendency, and the majority knew nothing of the
invitation to William till the news reached them
that he had landed in England and that James had
fled to France.

For a moment Talbot seemed paralyzed by the
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should become effective till it had been approved
by the English Privy Council, by which it might be
altered and amended to any extent, and must be
either passed just as it was returned or rejected
altogether.

Acts were also passed to secure religious equal-
ity. Since the reformation Catholics and Protest-
ants alike had to pay tithes to the clergymen of the
established church. It was now decreed that each
person should pay tithes only to the clergy of his
own denomination. Measures for the security of
trade were also passed, but the chief business of the
session was the reversal of the act of settlement,
and it was decreed that all those who held lands
previous to October, 1641, should be reinstated.
The next measure was the act of attainder, by
which over 2,000 political adversaries who were
known to be or were suspected of being adherents
of William were attainted and declared to have for-
feited all their property, real and personal, unless
they surrendered before a certain day.

James had not abandomned the arbitrary princi-
ples of the Stuarts even in Ireland. He doubled by
his mere proclamation the enormous subsidy of
£ 20,000 monthly voted him by the Irish Parlia-
ment. He established a bank and decreed in his
own name a bank restriction act. He debased the
coinage and established a fixed scale of wages to be.
observed by all merchants and traders. He violated
his own professed purpose of establishing liberty of
conscience by endeavoring to force fellows and schol-
ars on Trinity College contrary to its statutes. He
even went so far as to appoint a provost and libra-
rian for the university without the consent of the
senate.

In the meantime the Protestants of Ulster were
fighting with unexampled stubbornness. The fam-
ished garrison of Derry, after enduring a siege of
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Schomberg, and the latter took his way to Lisburn,
Berwick falling back before him and burning the
towns of Carlingford and Newry. But Schomberg’s
army was hardly more efficient than that of James
and was less in numbers. His Dutch and French
regiments were seasoned troops, but his English
forces were mostly raw recruits, hurriedly enlisted
in England, many of them not even knowing how
to fire their muskets. Through frauds of the con-
tractors the provisions were uneatable and the
supply of tents, clothing and horses lamentably
deficient.

On reaching Dundalk he formed an intrenched
camp, not daring to attack the enemy, which greatly
outnumbered him, and determined to await rein-
forcements from FEngland before he risked a battle.
For two months the cautious old general kept his
men in their quarters, striving to infuse skill and
discipline into his recruits. FExposure to the wet
climate and poor living brought on fevers and
other diseases, which thinned the number of his men
appreciably. :

At length the army of James, in despair of
drawing him into an engagement, broke up its camp
and went into winter quarters, and Schomberg drew
the remnant of his army off to Lisburn and also
went into winter quarters. In the spring General
De Rosen and D’Avaux, the French ambassador,
dissatisfied with James’ incapacity, obtained their
recall to France, and soon afterwards Louis sent to
Ireland a reinforcement of 5,000 French troops
under Count de Lauzan, but in return an equal
number of Irish soldiers was.drafted for service in
France.

Schomberg’s army was getting over its demor-
alization, reinforcements were coming over from
England, and in the spring of 1690 it was engaged
in reducing Charlemont, which was gallantly held
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and his artillery reduced to a skeleton. O’Neill’s
cavalry obstinately disputed the pass of the river at
Rosnaree, but they were forced to give way after the
loss of a great many men and their commander, who
received a mortal wound.

Notwithstanding this success the Williamites
were not able to obtrude themselves on the enemy.
A ravine and a bog still separated the hostile divis-
ions, who continued for the remainder of the day
surveying each other at short cannon range. At
10 o’clock it was low water and the time to attempt
the fords at Oldbridge. A fierce cannonade was
opened on the entire line of the Irish, who were
able to give in return a scant and impotent reply.
Count de Solmes, with the Dutch guards, then con-
sidered some of the best infantry in the world, was
the first to try the river at the highest ford, that op-
posite Oldbridge, which was so shallow as only to
reach the knee.

The Enniskillen and Londonderry horse fol-
lowed, and then the French Huguenots under Cail-
lemot, Ruvigny’s brother. These were succeeded
by Sir John Hanmer and Count Nassau. The Dan-
ish troops crossed lower down, and the cavalry of
the left wing, commanded by William himself, still
lower, at the fifth ford, where the water was deep-
est. ‘The channel was so choked by the multitudes
wading through simultaneously at five different
points that the peril was much increased by the rise
of the water, which in many places overflowed the
banks. The forming on the right bank was not
effected till after severe and wasteful struggles. At
Oldbridge the contest was hot and manly, such as
equalizes the vanquished and victorious, conferring
honor on both.

Young Schomberg, in spite of the regiment
stationed there, had taken the place, when Hamil-
ton came up with seven battalions to recover it.
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" fusillade of the covering musketry across a narrow
stream, and the sabering disciplined and daring
troopers.

Till they had been discomfited and disorganized
nothing was done to support them. Sarsfield’s
horse was the king’s bodyguard and had no share in
the action. James, perhaps, was more concerned
for his personal safety than for the issue of the bat-
tle. As for the rest of the cavalry, they incurred
no disgrace, except Clare’s regiment and that of
Dungan, which were disheartened in the very begin-
ning by the fall of the commander. The struggle
was not without its vicissitudes. There were de-
feats and successes on both sides, and of this the
victors may be proud, for the laurels which are
easily won do not long continue green. ‘The Dan-
ish brigade was driven into the river by the Irish
cavalry, and the Huguenots, who also lost Caille-
mot, were several times repulsed. Duke Schom-
berg, though eighty-two, plunged in with youthful
energy.

He was rushing to rally the Huguenot regi-
ments where the Irish guards were charging and
breaking them. His presence and example restored
order and redoubled exertion. The guards were
beaten off and pursued with wide destruction. At
this juncture the brave octogenarian, Schomberg,
met his death. King James says he was ‘killed by
an exempt of the guards while crossing the ford,’
as he is represented in the tapestry in the Bank of -
Ireland. The Earl of Portland, William’s mar-
shal-de-camp, relates that he was slain in Oldbridge
by five of James’ life guards, who met him in their
flight.

Captain Parker says the current and most prob-
able report was ‘that he was shot by a trooper who
had deserted from his own regiment about a year
before.” There are still other versions, but we
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vigor; his works were ruined and many of his gun-
ners killed. The cruelties his soldiers had perpe-
trated on the peasantry produced their natural effect.
No provisions were brought into the camp and the
detached foraging parties were cut off by bands of
those unfortunate men whom they had themselves
driven to desperation.

With strict impartiality they seem to have
robbed Protestants and Catholics alike and made
both the victims of their unrestricted depravity.
Douglas determined to force the passage of the
river at Lanesborough, but found the ford strongly
guarded, and after a vain attempt was forced to re-

tire with considerable loss. In the meantime a .

report was circulated that Sarsfield was advancing
with a large force to raise the siege. Douglas, no
longer with any hope of success, quitted Athlone in
great haste, abandoning his heavy baggage, and,
leaving the high road for fear of pursuit, proceeded
to Limerick, ‘‘raging and slaying as he went.”’

William, disturbed by the gloomy dispatches
from England, was on the point of hurrying back to
London, but on the receipt of more favorable news,
and having secured the harbors of Waterford and
Wexford, he moved through Tipperary to invest
Limerick. There he was joined by Douglas from
his unsuccessful attack on Athlone. William was
fully persuaded that he was marching to speedy and
certain conquest. He had learned from his spies
the bitter jealousy that existed between the Irish
and French officers, and that several of the latter,
already dissatisfied with the nature of their service,
were about to return home.

The report was true. Lauzan, who was sick of
the hardships of Irish campaigning, declared Lim-
erick absolutely untenable. He was supported by
Tirconnell, now broken down by physical suffering
and mental anxiety, but Sarsfield and the French
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ing plan of surprising the escort that was now on
the way to William’s camp.

For this purpose Sarsfield secretly led his troops
over Thomond bridge and crossed the Shannon at
Killaloe under the cover of night, slipped by a cir-
cuitous route through the mountains, and surprised
the convoy, in fancied security, only seven miles
from William’s camp. Suddenly Sarsfield and his
cavalry swooped down upon the sentinels, whom
they sabered at their posts, and rushed the guards,
who, half dressed and confused, fled in terror or
were speedily slain.

Sarsfield hastened to improve his advantage.
He loaded their cannon to the muzzles and buried
them deep in earth, heaping over them stones and
wagons. He then laid a train to the whole, and
drawing off his men fired it on his retreat. The
terrific explosion was heard at a distance of several
miles. The ground shook as from an earthquake
and the roar was heard in William’s camp and in
Limerick.

A detachment of 500 horse under Sir John
Lanier, sent by William to meet his convoy, only
arrived in time to find the cannon burst with their
own powder and Sarsfield’s troopers disappearing in
the darkness. This success greatly emboldened the
besieged and raised Sarsfield to the greatest degree
of popularity, while William’s army, to the lowest
rank, felt the depression of so unexpected a blow.
William had to wait until he could bring up more
cannon from Waterford. A week later, however,
a new siege train arrived and poured redhot shot on
the devoted city. After an incessant fire of several
days the wall at length began to yield, a practicable
breach being made near St. John’s gate.

A strong storming party was formed of British
guards, supported by Dutch, Danes and Prussians.
At the signal the guards leaped from their intrench-
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upon as mere robbers by the English officers and
were hanged whenever caught.

The account left us of the mode of warfare
during the winter of 1690-91 and the numerous
conflicts and daily executions by William’s forces,
and of the general state of the country, is a fearful
record of bloodshed and misery. Half of the island
was held for King William and half for King
James. Ulster, most of Leinster, and half of Mun-
ster were in the hands of the former, while the
province of Connaught and the counties of Kerry,
Clare and Limerick, and a portion of the midlands,
were occupied by the Irish.

William’s foreign mercenaries, with pay in ar-
rears, lived in free quarters on the farmers and
peasantry and laughed at the royal orders for pro-
tection. The Irish country people fled with their
cattle from the English to the Irish districts. Dur-
ing the long winter bands of Irish rapparees raided
the English quarters, burning and robbing the re-
stored homesteads of the latter. Nothing could
exceed the boldness and skill with which they
eluded the English patrols, spreading terror almost
to the walls of Dublin.

Tirconnell, who had sailed from Galway to
France after the siege of Limerick, returned with
some money and stores in February, 1691, and as
he was King James’ lord-lieutenant he resumed au-
thority. In May a French fleet sailed up the Shan-
non with provisions, clothing and military stores,
but with no men or money, bringing General St.
Ruth, a brave and experienced French officer, but
cruel, haughty and vain, to take command of the
Irish army, by direction of King James.

It doubtless would have been better if James
had given the command to Sarsfield, who was at
least as good an officer, and who had a cooler head,
as well as a perfect knowledge of the country and
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set on fire, so that this part of the town was reduced
to a mere heap of rubbish, and the Irish had hardly
any protection and no means of answering the heavy
continuous fire of the enemy.

De Ginkell now sent a party to attempt to cross
the Shannon at Lanesborough, but the Irish suc-
cessfully resisted the passage and it had to return.
De Ginkell, foiled at Lanesborough, tried to force
his way across the bridge and for several days there
was desperate fighting in the narrow passage, so
that the enemy, though greatly outnumbering their
opponents, were only able to advance inch by inch.
At last, by mere pressure of numbers, the besiegers
obtained possession of the greater part of the bridge,
though not till many of them had been killed,
whereupon the defenders abandoned it, breaking
down one arch at the Connaught side.

To repair that broken arch was now De Gin-
kell’s task. His artillery having been turned on
the western bank, so that, as one of the spectators
of the Irish army tells us, ‘‘a cat could scarce ap-
pear without being knocked on the head by great
and small shot,”’” a party under cover of a rude
wooden shelter dragged a number of planks along
the bridge and succeeded in throwing them across
the chasm, and De Ginkell’s men were enabled to
step forward on their perilous journey.

At this moment a volunteer party of eleven
Irish rushed forward and began to pull down the
planks and hurl them into the river beneath, but
they were met by a volley from the enemy’s lines,
and when the smoke had cleared away every man of
the little band was seen lying dead or wounded. On
the instant another party of eleven, undaunted by
the fate of their comrades, stepped forward, and
dashing in succeeded in tearing down the remaining
planks, but again the deadly fire did its work and
nine of the eleven fell.
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pass, but were attacked with such fury that they
were driven back in confusion. During the day at-
tack after attack on the Irish right or left was
repulsed and the assailants were about to retire in
despair.

At length a large body was sent against the
Irish right with the object of drawing St. Ruth’s
forces from that pass to the one on the left. The
plan succeeded, for large bodies of the Irish were
withdrawn from the left to help defend the right pass,
on which De Ginkell gave orders for a general ad-
vance. Omne body moved through the pass on his right
and the main body of infantry through the morass
in the center, in front of St. Ruth’s main army.
The pass was defended with great gallantry, and
while the fight was hottest here De Ginkell’s main
body succeeded in crossing the stream and morass.
It fought its way steadily up the hill, but at last a
terrible onslaught from the fences forced it to fall
back.

Again and again the assailants advanced, and
each time they were driven back. A general
rout seemed imminent. St. Ruth, elated, waved
his hat and exclaimed: ‘“The day is ours. Now
we will drive them back to the walls of Dublin!’’
But immediately afterwards, while riding down the
hill to give some orders, he was struck by a cannon
ball, which took off his head. This changed the
fortunes of the day. No one knew what orders to
give, for St. Ruth had let none of his officers into
his confidence. Sarsfield might have retrieved the
disaster, but St. Ruth had kept him at the head of
some horse in the rear, with directions not to move
without express orders, and it was not until some
time later that he was aware of the fall of St. Ruth
and the success of the enemy.

After this the only service Sarsfield was able to
render was to help cover the retreat of the Irish in-
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bridge. A French officer who commanded at Tho-
mond gate, fearful lest the enemy should enter pell-
mell with the Irish, ordered the drawbridge to be
raised, and in consequence hiscomrades were either cut
to pieces or flung into the water by the pursuers.
This was the last battle of the war. On the 24th
a truce of three days was agreed upon. Both sides
were anxious to end hostilities. De Ginkell saw no
prospect of being able to take the city in a reasona-
ble time. To capture it at once by assault he con-
sidered impossible, and he was in great distress for
provisions, hence if there was any further delay he
must either raise the siegeor starve. Therainyseason
was sure to bring pestilence among his troops, and
at the same time it was rumored that aid was com-
ing from France, the arrival of which might prolong
the struggle indefinitely.

For these reasons De Ginkell was anxious to
end the war and willing to grant any reasonable
terms. Sarsfield, on his part, saw no hope in fur-
ther unaided resistance. On the 3rd of October,
1691, the famous Treaty of Limerick was signed by
De Ginkell and the English lords-justices and by
Sarsfield and others, and it was confirmed by King
William soon afterwards. This ended the War of
the Revolution and William and Mary were ac-
knowledged sovereigns of Ireland. A few days
later a French fleet entered the Shannon, bringing
military stores and reinforcements more than suffi-
cient to have turned the tide of victory.

Some of the Irish officers now favored breaking
the treaty and going on with the war, but Sarsfield
indignantly refused to violate his solemn agreement.
The French fleet accordingly sailed for Brest, with
as many soldiers of the Irish army as it could
accommodate.

The Treaty of Limerick consisted of two parts,
one civil, the other military. The military articles
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ious liberty and the restoration, to those in arms for
King James, of the estates they possessed in the
time of Charles II. ‘These articles, which Sarsfield
hoped would prove the magna charta of his corelig-
ionists, were shamefully violated by the party in
power, which was not to be restrained by the faith of
treaties or the obligations of sovereigns.

‘“Though the history of William’s twelve years’
reign is a history of proscription in Ireland, the king
himself is answerable only as a consenting party to
such proscription. He was neither by temper nor
policy a persecutor; his allies were Spain, Austria
and Rome; he had thousands of Catholics in his
own army, and he gave his confidence as freely to
brave and capable men of one creed as of another.
But the oligarchy, calling itself the ‘Protestant As-
cendency,’ backed as they were by all the religious
intolerance of England, proved too strong for his
good intentions.”’

A parliament met in Dublin in October, 1692,
a year after the conclusion of the war. It was over-
whelmingly Protestant, and almost the first thing done
was to frame an oath, to be taken by all members of
both Houses, that the chief doctrines of the Catholic
Church were false, though an article in the treaty
provided that the Catholics should be required to
take only the oath of allegiance. Lord Sydney,
representing the sovereigns, opposed the measure,
but it was carried, whereupon the Catholics of both
Houses walked out, and thus the Irish Parliament
in 1692 assumed that exclusively Protestant charac-
ter which it maintained till its end in 1800.

Four thousand of the Irish were outlawed and
nearly 2,000,000 acres confiscated. In less than a
century there had been three great confiscations in
Ireland, the old proprietors in practically all cases
being dispossessed—the first after the Geraldine
and O’Neill wars; the second in the time of Crom-
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ick,”” which confirmed all the minor provisions of
the treaty, but omitted the important ones. Hav-
ing thus accomplished what amounted to a rejection
of the treaty, this parliament passed a number of
restrictive laws during the sessions of 1692 and
1697.

These oppressive laws were mostly the work of
the Irish Parliament, but the English Parliament
sometimes lent its aid. ‘The penal laws remained in
full force in Ireland for nearly three-quarters of a
century, when they were gradually relaxed. The
more oppressive of the enactments were repealed,
one by one, till, with few exceptions, the emancipa-
tion act of 1829 put an end to the disabilities of
Irish Catholics.

Justin H. McCarthy says: ‘‘Under these penal
laws Catholics could not sit in the Irish Parliament
or vote members to it. ‘They were excluded from
the army and navy, the corporations, the magis-
tracy, the bar, the bench, the grand juries and the
vestries. They could not be sheriffs or soldiers,
gamekeepers or constables. They were forbidden
to own any arms, and any two justices or sheriffs
might at any time issue a search warrant for arms.
The discovery of any kind of weapon rendered its
Catholic owner liable to fine, imprisonment, whip-
ping or the pillory.

““They could not own a horse worth more than
five pounds, and any Protestant tendering that sum
could compel his Catholic neighbor to sell his steed.
No education whatever was allowed to Catholics. A
Catholic could not go to the university; he might not
be the guardian of a child; he might not keep a
school, or send his children to be educated abroad,
or teach himself. No Catholic might buy land, or
inherit, or receive it as a gift from Protestants, or
hold life annuities or leases for more than thirty-one
years, or any lease on such terms as that the profits
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olic gentlemen against their dispossession by some
claimant, perhaps an unworthy member of their
family, perhaps a bitter enemy, and perhaps a hith-
erto unknown ‘discoverer,’ who had put on the guise
of ostentatious Protestantism as a cloak for plunder.
In often-quoted, often-to-be-quoted words, Burke, in
later years, denounced the penal code for its ‘vicious
perfection.” ‘For,’ said he, ‘I must do it justice: it
was a complete system, full of coherence and con-
sistency, well digested and well composed in all its
parts. It was a machine of wise and elaborate con-
trivance, and as well fitted for the oppression, im-
poverishment and degradation of a people, and
the debasement in them of human nature itself,
as ever proceeded from the perverted ingenuity of
man.’

“It is encouraging to think that even under
such laws the spirit of the people was not wholly
annihilated. . The country clung to its proscribed
faith; the ministers of that faith braved shame and
persecution and death in their unswerving allegiance
to their scattered flocks. They fought bravely against
the oppression which would have enforced ignorance
and all its attendant evils upon an unhappy people.
When no Catholic might open a school, the priests
established what were known as hedge schools. By
the roadside and on the hillside, in ditches and be-
hind hedges, the children of the people cowered
about their pastors, fearfully and eagerly striving to
attain that knowledge which the harsh laws denied
them.

“In one other instance the penal laws failed.
They could take away the Catholic’s land, his horse,
his life; they could hang his priests and burn his
place of worship; they could refuse him all educa-
tion; they could deny him all rights before the law
except the right to be robbed and hanged; but they
could not compel him to change his faith, and they
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exporting either wool or woolen goods to any part of
the world, except to a few specified seaport towns in
England, and they were forbidden to ship woolens
even to these, except from Dublin, Cork and four
other seaports. These acts ruined the Irish wool
trade. The heavy duty imposed obliged the mer-
chants to put so high a price on their goods that
they found it impossible to sell them in England,
the result intended by the lawmakers. ‘The woolen
mills were shut down, the workers were discharged,
and the buildings went to ruin.

Thousands of working people were thus made
idle and reduced to poverty, and 20,000 Protestants
emigrated to New England. ‘Then began the steady
emigration, for lack of employment, that continues
to the present day.

As usually happens when goods are produced
on which there are prohibitive duties, smuggling
was resorted to. Wool became so plentiful in Ire-
land that it sold for almost nothing in the home
market, while it brought a good price in France.
This was an incentive for the people to smuggle—to
send out cargoes secretly to avoid paying the cus-
toms duties, and the smugglers, returning, brought
in goods on which duties should have been paid.

Almost every vessel returned with wines, silks
and other merchandise, and landed in remote places
on the coast, to elude the customs officers. Many
of the articles could be bought cheaply in France
and sold at a good profit at home, so that smuggling
was a very profitable business in those days. Few
cared to interfere, as thousands of the Irish of all
classes profited by it. Protestants and Catholics,
almost the entire population, were in active combi-
nation against the law. The government was pow-
erless to stop this business, which flourished for a
long time all along the coast—a natural result of
unjust and unwise legislation.
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France was delivered, England checked and Hol-
land reduced from a first to a second rate power.
The Irish cavalry regiments in the service of France
were Sheldon’s, Galmoy’s, Clare’s and Killmallock’s;
the infantry were known as the regiments of Dub-
lin, Charlemont, Limerick and Athlone. There were
two other infantry regiments, known as Luttrel’s
and Dorrington’s, and a regiment of Irish marines,
of which the Grand Prior, Fitzjames, was colonel.
During the latter years of Louis XIV. there could
not have been less, at any one time, than from
20,000 to 30,000 Irish in his armies, and during the
entire century, authentic documents exist to prove
that 450,000 natives of Ireland died in the service
of France.

“In the dreary reigns of William, Anne and
the two first Georges the pride and courage of the
disarmed and disinherited population, abiding at
home, drew new life and vigor from the exploits of
their exiled brethren. The channel smuggler and
the vagrant ballad singer kept alive their fame for
the lower class of the population, while the memoirs
of Marlborough and Eugene, issuing from the Dub-
lin press, communicated authentic accounts of their
actions to the more prejudiced or better educated.
The blows they struck at Landen, at Cremona and
at Almanza were sensibly felt by every British
statesman; when, in the bitterness of defeat, an
English king cursed ‘the laws that deprived him of
such subjects,” the doom of the penal code was
pronounced.

‘““The high character of the captains of these
famous brigades was not confined to the field of bat-
tle. At Paris, Vienna and Madrid their wit and
courtesy raised them to the favor of princes, over
the jealousy of all their rivals. Important civil and
diplomatic offices were intrusted to them—embassys
of peace and war—the government of provinces,






CHAPTER LI.
THE STRUGGLE OF THE IRISH PARLIAMENT.

The proceedings of the Irish Parliament and
the political history of Ireland during the 18th
century have reference almost solely to the Protest-
ant portion of the country, and the struggle of the
Irish Legislature for independence was the struggle
of the Protestants alone.

The Catholics had no power to take part in
these contests, as they were debarred from member-
ship in parliament; nor could they even vote for a
member of that body. They kept almost wholly
silent during the first half of the century, believing
that the less attention they drew to themselves the
better, for they knew not the moment they might be
visited with further crushing enactments. The
Protestants of the Irish Patriotic party strove for the
rights of the Protestants only.

Molyneux, Swift, Lucas, Flood and many other
patriotic leaders were against granting political lib-
erty to Catholics. Burke and Grattan were almost
the only eminent Protestants of the first three-quar-
ters of the 18th century who took a broader view
and advocated the right of the Irish Catholics to be
placed on terms of equality with the Protestants.
The high government officials in Ireland, from the
lord-lieutenant down, were nearly all Englishmen,
with only a few Irishmen with English sympathies.
These formed what may be called the government
party, and they were in favor of English ascend-
ency, being always ready to carry out the wishes of






374 HISTORY OF IRELAND

Sometimes, in cases of unusual provocation, it hap-
pened that not only the small party of Patriots but
the great majority of the Irish members were roused
to successful resistance in spite of the influence of
the English party.

The struggle between these two parties forms
the chief feature in the political history of Ireland
during the greater part of the 18th century. In
1698 William Molyneux, member of parliament for
the University of Dublin, a man of scientific emi-
nence, published his famous book, ‘“The Case of
Ireland,’’ in which he denounced the commercial in-
justice done to his country, traced the growth of the
Irish Parliament, and maintained it was independ-
ent of that of England and had a right to make its
own laws. The book was received in England with
great indignation and parliament, pronouncing it
to be dangerous, ordered it publicly burned by the
hangman.

But the powerful statement of Molyneux, though
it gave his countrymen a much-needed lesson, did
not bring about immediate reform, for the next
year after its publication came the crushing act de-
stroying the Irish woolen industry. A few years
later the bitter feelings excited in Ireland by
these restrictive laws were greatly intensified by a
dispute between the Irish and FEnglish Houses of
Lords on the question of jurisdiction. The Irish
peers having reversed a judgment of the Irish Court
of Exchequer, an appeal was taken to the English
House, which affirmed the judgment.

The dispute was ended in 1719 by the English
Parliament passing the act known as ‘“The Sixth of
George I.,”’ which not only deprived the Irish
House of Lords of the right to hear appeals, but
also declared that the parliament of England had
the authority to make laws for Ireland. This act
now, for the first time, asserted this right and took
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court, and undoubtedly would have succeeded but
for Swift. He wrote and had printed several let-
ters, with the signature ‘“W. B. Drapier,”’ point-
ing out in simple, vigorous language that all
could understand, the evils which he claimed would
result from the coinage.

These coins were so bad, he said, that if a lady
went shopping she would have to bring with her
a cart loaded with the new money; that a farmer
would have to employ three horses to carry his rent
to his landlord, and that even the very beggars
would be ruined. Already there had been great ex-
citement, but it was intensified tenfold by these
letters. ‘The authorities were greatly provoked and
the lord-lieutenant offered a reward of £ 300 for the
discovery of the author, but no one was base enough
to earn the money. At length matters looked so
threatening that the patent was withdrawn, a victory
that greatly strengthened the hands of the Patriots,
and the dean became, beyond question, the most
popular man in Ireland.

After the success of the ‘‘Drapier Letters’’ and
the cancellation of Wood’s patent the Patriots made
inquiry into the misappropriation and embezzlement
of public funds by officials, whose crimes were winked
at by the government in consideration of their sup-
port. They asked parliament unpleasant questions
about the disposition of the hereditary revenue of
the crown, the rapid increase of the amount granted
for pensions, and the application of the surplus reve-
nue. Vast sums were wasted on royal favorites,
illegitimates and the nominess of the king and his
ministers.

The lord-lieutenant spent half his time in Eng-
land and the government was left in the hands of
the lords-justices, who usually were the primate, the
lord-chancellor and the speaker of the House of
Commons. Archbishop Boulter, who became a lord-












380 HISTORY OF IRELAND

and Mr. Wyse, a merchant. They endeavored to
stir up the Catholic clergy and gentry to agitate for
their rights, but here their efforts failed, as it was
feared that any attempt to obtain justice would make
matters worse.

They were more successful with men engaged in
commerce and business, and in 1757 ventured to
form a ‘‘Catholic Committee’’ to watch over and
help on the interests of the Catholic community.
This committee was to hold its meetings in Dubiin.
Its organization revived hope in the breasts of the
followers of the ancient faith, and may be regarded
as the feeble beginning of the movement for Catho-
lic relief which afterwards became so successful
under O’Connell.

The great curse of absenteeism, which for a
long time had undermined the prosperity of Ireland,
grew to monstrous proportions. It was estimated
that at least one-third of the whole rental of Ireland
was annually sent to England for the support of
absentee landlords, who lived away in London, with
no other thought for their Irish properties than the
collection of rent. Whole districts were leased to
middlemen, who re-let the land to others at exorbi-
tant rents, and these again sublet, this process being
repeated till the estate was sometimes underlet five
or six times; or the property was managed by
stewards and agents, whose orders were to remit the
revenues and to spend not a penny in improve-
ments. The country houses fell out of repair; the
woods were cut down to increase the revenue; what
fencing or reclamation was done was the work of
the tenant, and was performed with as little show as
possible, lest the keen eye of the agent should
detect it and the rent be raised accordingly. The
tenant received no encouragement to make the most
out of the land. His position was too insecure.

The condition of the peasantry had been grow-
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well as corn.”” The rate of wages fell to almost
nothing; the small farmers and laborers left the
country and huddled in the towns. The landlords
then inclosed, as private property, large tracts of
what hitherto had been common bog and moor,
which were used chiefly for grazing, and the wretched
peasants, who now counted among their number
the descendants of many an old proprietor, who had
squatted on what was once his land, were driven
from the piece of rough pasture on which they had
been accustomed to feed a cow or a pig.

The general lack of employment due to the loss
of trade of every kind, owing to the commercial
restrictions, had driven the peasantry to depend on
the land as almost their sole means of subsistence.
At last the people, with the design of redressing
their grievances, began to combine in various secret
societies, by which the country was for many years
disturbed. Of these the most numerous were the
Whiteboys (so called because they wore white shirts
over their coats when out on their nightly excur-
sions), confined chiefly to the counties of Cork, Tip-
perary, Limerick and Waterford.

The first rising of the Whiteboys was in 1761, *
against the inclosure of commons. They traversed
the country at night, leveling all the new fences
surrounding the common land, and digging up
pastures to force tillage. But they were not content
with a war against grazing lands and inclosures
alone. They proposed to redress all wrongs from
which the tenants suffered. Obnoxious persons
were frequently tortured |and sometimes mutilated,
and their cattle houghed. Strong measures were
taken by the government to suppress the disorders,
but the law was generally powerless. Little evi-
dence could be procured and the juries would seldom
convict. The military was called out and patroled
the country. Bodies of volunteers were enrolled by
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seven years’ bill, and the majority in the Irish Par-
liament agreed to send the measure to the Eng-
lish Council for approval, in accordance with the
law. But in each case no notice was taken of the
communication.

In 1767 the Patriots once more did the same
thing, and in this instance the document was re-
turned from England approved, but with the seven
years changed to eight, which was accepted by the
Irish Parliament. The passing of this octennial
bill was the occasion of much popular rejoicing in
Ireland. After this measure had become law there
was a dissolution of parliament and a new one was
elected. During the election Lord Townshend, the
lord-lieutenant, made use of every possible form of
bribery, and with much success, to have members
returned favorable to his side. But with all his
corrupt practices he failed to control the new House
of Commons on one important measure.

Both in England and Ireland the House has
always jealously preserved to itself the power to
originate financial bills—that is, the power to raise
money by taxation and to apply it to the expenses
of the government, holding that the representatives
of the people alone have the right to tax the people.
The English Privy Council now sent over a money
bill for Ireland, with directions to have it passed by
the Irish Parliament, but it was rejected because it
did not originate in the House of Commons, which
greatly incensed Lord Townshend. Keeping his
own counsel, however, he first had parliament pass
the usual money supplies for the government, and

-when these were safe he had the Commons sum-
moned to the bar of the House of Lords, where he
lectured them severely for their conduct regarding
the money bill and adjourned parliament for four-
teen months. He entered a protest in the books of
the House of Lords against the rejection of the
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The new viceroy, Lord Harcourt, began his ad-
ministration by taking an exactly opposite course to
that of his predecessor, but ended it by falling into
nearly the same errors and abuses. He suggested
a bill taxing absentees, which was introduced by
Flood, but it was rejected through the influence of
the great landowners, many of whom resided per-
manently in England. The Patriotic party, led by
Flood, who was ably seconded by Dr. Lucas, had
begun to take definite shape and to become a formid-
able political power.

Under his leadership the Patriots had made re-
peated assaults on the corrupt pension list. After
they had been defeated again and again, Flood had
found more successful means of embarrassing the
corrupt systems then prevailing under the govern-
ment by turning the attention of his party to par-
liamentary reform. ‘The government was beginning
to be troubled by its own greedy placemen, who
were always ready to go into the opposition party to
serve personal ends.

By taking advantage of the discontent of place-
men the Patriots had been able to induce the Irish
Parliament to declare that it alone had the power to
originate money bills, and to give force and direction
to the movement for securing the independence of
the Irish Parliament.

‘““T'his was the moment,’’ says the Hon. Emily
Lawless, ‘‘at which Flood stood higher in his
countrymen’s estimation than was ever again the
case. He was identified with all that was best in
their aspirations, and no shadow of self-seeking had
as yet dimmed the brightness of his fame. It was
very different with the next step. Lord Townshend
was succeeded by Lord Harcourt, whose administra-
tion at first promised to be a shade more liberal and
less corrupt than that of his predecessors. Of this
administration Flood, to his own misfortune, became
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agreements in respect to the woolen trade, for when
she destroyed the manufacture of woolens she prom-
ised to encourage the manufacture of linens, yet she
had done her part to cripple it by giving bounties to
her own linen manufacturers and by other means,
which had the effect of driving the trade elsewhere.

The embargo was ordered by the English gov-
ernment without consulting Ireland, and this fact,
with the misery that had been brought on the coun-
try, caused so much discontent in the Irish Parlia-
ment that it was dissolved and a new set of more
pliant members elected. At the general election
there was, as usual, extensive bribery to secure a
government majority. In Ireland the people gener-
ally sympathized with America, for they felt that
the evils from which they had so long suffered were
much the same as those against which the Ameri-
cans had rebelled, and they began to hope that one
outcome of the war might be free trade for their own
country to relieve them from the prevailing misery.
Discussions regarding the injustice done to the Irish
trade were carried into the English Parliament by
Burke and other friends of Ireland, but a great cry
was instantly raised by English manufacturers and
merchants against any movement that threatened
their own monopolies by relieving the Irish people,
and the end of the matter was that only a few small
concessions were made.

At this time the penal laws had been relaxed to
a great extent, but still they were not repealed and
might be enforced at any time. Soon after the
European coalition against England a measure was
carried in the Irish Parliament partially relieving
Catholics of their disabilities. At the same time
the embargo was removed, but all the older restric-
tions on Irish trade still remained, under which it
was impossible for the country to prosper. Catho-
lics, on taking the oath of allegiance, were now
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heart of every citizen were earnestly discussed by
the volunteers. It soon became apparent that the
arguments of men with arms at their command have
weight, and the movement, which began in an effort to
protect the country from invasion, rapidly developed
into a means for resisting the English domination.
The rank and file of the volunteers were the very
people who felt most severely the prevailing distress
caused by the suppression of Irish trade, and natur-
ally were bitterly hostile to the government, while
their sympathies were entirely with the Patriots.
Of this the authorities were well aware, but they
dared not attempt to keep down the movement.
They had even to go so far as to supply arms,
though much against their will, but all other ex-
penses, including uniforms, were borne by the people
themselves.

This was at first a strictly Protestant move-
ment, but as time went on Catholics gradually joined
the ranks in considerable numbers. The Patriots
now had the volunteers at their back, and, just as
the government had feared, they assumed a bolder
tone, and the knowledge that they were loyal and
wanted nothing but the redress of their admitted
grievances, added tenfold strength to their demands.
Henry Flood had been their leader till he took office
under the government, when he lost the confidence
of the Patriots, which was now transferred to Henry
Grattan, a greater orator and a nobler man.

At the opening of parliament in October, 1779,
Grattan moved, as an amendment to the address,
that ‘‘it was by free export and import only that the
nation was to be saved from impending ruin,’’ when
Flood, who for years had sat silent on government
benches, and grown jealous of the position which
Grattan had attained as champion of the people,
broke away from ‘‘the silken chains of court favor”’
and suggested that the words ‘‘free trade’’ be sub-
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unwise, as it aroused the Irish people at the very
time of war with America, France, Spain and Hol-
land. This measure, instead of allaying the spirit
of unrest now abroad in the country, only served to
intensify it.

Meantime, the enthusiasm for home rule was
spreading and the Patriots, led by Grattan, gained
strength and confidence by the great increase of the
volunteers, who, much against the will of the gov-
ernment, continued to be enrolled all over the coun-
try, till at length they numbered 100,000 men. Ire-
land was now all aglow with excitement, though
entirely peaceful, and the people hardly thought or
talked of anything but the question of a free parlia-
ment. In 1781 numerous meetings were held all
over Ireland.

What was more significant, there were reviews
of the volunteers everywhere, with the great ques-
tion always in their thought and speech. In Bel-
fast, Lord Charlemont rode through the crowded
streets at the head of his splendid corps. He issued
a stirring address, in which he hailed the spirit of
freedom that had enabled them, without outside
help, to provide against foreign invasion, and looked
forward to the achievement of legislative independ-
ence. In the fall session of 1781 Grattan again
took the lead. He was seconded, with almost equal
ability, by Flood, who, having thrown up his govern-
ment appointment, had been removed from his seat
in the Privy Council. He now joined the Patriots
and thereby regained much of his former popularity.

During all this session the government was
able, by a large distribution of patronage, to main-
tain a majority, so it would have been useless to
introduce a measure for legislative fndependence.
Finally Grattan, despairing of successfully contending
in parliament against the forces of corruption, deter-
mined that England should hear the voice of a more
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own immediate affairs, as it was of the first impor-
tance that the newly acquired constitution should be
brought into regular shape and order.

Laws were accordingly passed which formally
repealed the perpetual army bill and the Poynings
law. Another law established the Supreme Court
of Adjudicature and guaranteed the independence of
the judges. Flood maintained that it was not suffi-
cient that England had simply renounced all claim
to the authority which she formerly exercised over
Ireland, as any future British government would be
able to assert this claim, and that, therefore, it
was Ireland’s duty to demand from England an
express renunciation of all legislative rights.

He accordingly made a motion in the House of
Commons that the opinion of all the Irish judges be
taken on the question. With great energy he advo-
cated the view that it was necessary to insist upon a
direct and formal renunciation of all such rights.
Grattan opposed the motion. It was his opinion
that if, at the very moment in which England had
withdrawn all her claims, Ireland persisted in de-
manding a formal renunciation of the same, it would
betray a defiant and suspicious spirit and be pro-
ductive of ill-will between the two countries.

In this view of the question Grattan met with
the approval of the House, and consequently Flood’s
motion was lost. Afterwards Flood introduced his
motion in a modified form, but it was defeated, and
a resolution presented by Grattan was adopted, which
declared that the exclusive right of the Irish Parlia-
ment to legislate for Ireland already had been fully,
adequately and irrevocably acknowledged by the
British Parliament and that, therefore, Flood’s motion
was unnecessary.

The parliamentary majority was with Grattan,
but the mass of the people, and especially the vol-
‘uuteers, supported Flood, whose views were also
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ough owner, who then ordered the people to elect
him, all of which was a money-making business,
for sometimes a person who wanted to hold office
paid as much as £10,000 for his seat. A parlia-
ment should consist of members elected by the free
votes of those who have the right to vote, but of the
300 members of this parliament, not more than
seventy or eighty were elected by the free votes of
the people.

This was a bad condition of affairs, but it was
difficult to remedy, for these placemen and borough
owners, and those whom they elected, were the very
men who had in their hands the making, altering
and repealing of the laws. ‘Then again, the spurious
boroughs formed in the time of the Stuarts still ex-
isted, many of which contained only about a dozen
electors, and it always was easy, by merely spending
a little money in bribery, to have members returned
who would support the government in anything.
But perhaps the worst feature was that the Catho-
lics were entirely shut out. ‘The parliament did not
represent the nation, nor did it represent even the
small Protestant portion of it.

Although parliament, after 1782, had the name
of being independent of the English government,
it really was not, for the Irish authorities were
directly under the influence of the English Coun-
cil, which could usually secure a majority in the
Irish Parliament. The government of Ireland was,
in fact, a sort of oligarchy, in which the people had
but little voice. Three great questions were now
before the country: Parliamentary reform, the re-
moval of the restrictions which still remained on
Irish commerce, and Catholic emancipation.

It was a generally accepted opinion among
members of the Irish Parliament that so long as
the volunteers were content with the honor of pre-
serving the tranquillity of the country and defend-
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advocated by Grattan, but Flood proposed a reduc-
tion in the army, in which the House was against
him. Grattan also opposed the proposal with much
energy.

The early days of this session of parliament
witnessed the completion of the breach between
Grattan and Flood, the rival leaders of the Patriots
in the House. An estrangement had been gradu-
ally growing up between these two great men. The
Patriots in the House had long regarded Flood with
suspicion, and many looked upon him as a renegade
in consequence of his former acceptance of high
office under the government. Flood, on his part,
could not forget that he had been supplanted by
Grattan, a man much younger than himself, and
that, from having been the most prominent member
of parliament, he was now forced to occupy a sec-
ondary position, while Grattan felt aggrieved at his
rival’s close alliance with the volunteers, which
threatened to rob him of his popularity in the
country.

It needed, therefore, but a slight cause to trans-
form the small rift into an open breach. There
were other differences between them. Grattan ad-
vocated the disbandment and dispersal of the volun-
teers; Flood wanted them kept in existence. Grat-
tan urged that their work was done and that their
presence was a menace to the newly acquired liber-
ties; Flood believed that their co-operation was still
needful for further securing Irish liberty. Grattan
was the steady advocate of Catholic emancipation;
Flood was strongly opposed to it.

In one of the debates there occurred a very bit-
ter and lamentable altercation between Grattan and
Flood, which terminated their friendship. In this
debate Flood taunted Grattan with the gift presented
to him by the nation, describing him as a ‘‘mendi-
cant patriot.”’ Grattan replied in a crushing speech,
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strain. Flood, in a fine speech, advocated the bill
and defended the action of the volunteers. Grattan
supported it, though he thought it was not the time
to bring the measure forward, and Curran made his
first parliamentary speech in favor of it. But the
government party was too strong and the reforms
were defeated.

The result produced great indignation and there
were fears of a serious collision between the volun-
teers and the government. But the counsel of Lord
Charlemont prevailed and the volunteer convention
adjourned. This was, in fact, the last important
meeting of the volunteers, and though they held to-
gether for a considerable time and continued to be
enrolled, they never afterwards played an important
part in the political affairs of Ireland.

The following year Flood made another attempt
at reform, and again he was supported by Grattan,
but the Irish government successfully resisted all
attempts at improvement. The volunteers, deserted
by their leaders, now formed themselves into clubs
and associations and held secret meetings. In the
leading cities they began to drill men in the use of
arms, Catholics as well as Protestants, whereupon
the government increased the army to 15,000 men
and took measures to revive the militia and make it
a force in the service of the crown. But the people
hated the militia and the country became greatly
disturbed. Scenes of violence occurred everywhere.
Even in Dublin mobs marched through the streets,
attacked soldiers, broke into shops, and ill-treated
those who sold English goods.

The commercial arrangements between England
and Ireland needed reform almost as much as did the
Irish Parliament, for the laws regarding imports and
exports were all unfair to Ireland. There were still
exorbitant duties on many kinds of Irish goods ex-
ported to England, but little or no tax on English






CHAPTER LVII.
THE UNITED IRISHMEN.

The Catholics were still held down by the penal
laws, and the farmers were harassed by middlemen.
But tithes and tithe collectors were perhaps the
leading influence for disturbance during the first
years of Grattan’s parliament. All householders,
Catholics and Dissenters, as well as Anglicans, had
to pay tithes for the support of the clergy of the
established church.

These tithes probably would have been quietly
paid but for the action of the collectors, who gath-
ered them for absentee clergymen, or for those who
were resident but who, for various reasons, were un-
willing personally to collect them. These collectors
usually received a fixed percentage of the tithes for
their services, thus making it to their interest to raise
as much money as possible, and they were accus-
tomed to extort from the poor peasantry contribu-
tions far beyond what the law warranted.

As grazing lands were exempt, the tithes fell
chiefly on the poor cotters. A rich grazier paid no
tithes, while a half-starved cotter had to pay them
on his little plot, and this, of course, discouraged
tillage and tended to make grass land of the whole
country. The people of all faiths also had to pay
church-rate, a tax to keep the established churches
in repair. ‘The payment of tithes and church-rate
was resented by the Dissenters as bitterly as by the
Catholics. Although it would not have been diffi-
cult to provide a substitute for tithes, the Irish gov-






412 HISTORY OF IRELAND

state of the country, and there were long and anx-
ious discussions as to the best means of restoring
peace. Fitzgibbon, the attorney-general, who was
now the leading influence against remedial measures
of any kind, attempted to put down the disturbances
by causing the government to pass a drastic coercion
law giving the authorities more power to arrest and
punish the disturbers.

Grattan, convinced of the necessity for some
such measure, wished for one much less severe, and
succeeded in having stricken from the bill some
very dangerous clauses and limiting its duration to
three years. He also endeavored to have a parlia-
mentary inquiry into the causes of the discontent
and disorders, with a view to their remedy, but he
was overruled, and his ‘‘engine of redress,”” as he
called it, was rejected.

The Patriots in parliament continued as vigilant
and active as ever and gave the government great
trouble. The usual means were employed to over-
come their influence. Probably at no previous
period was there so much political corruption as
during the administration of Buckingham, the lord-
lieutenant from 1787 to 1790. He bribed openly
and unsparingly wherever he thought it would pur-
chase supporters for the government party, and he
dismissed all holders of office under the government
who showed a disposition to oppose him. Many
persons were made peers and baronets and numbers
of peers were promoted, and a large amount was
added to the pension list, which had grown to the
enormous sum of £100,000 annually. Finally
Buckingham became so unpopular that when he re-
tired from office he deemed it prudent to steal away
from Dublin in the night.

During 1790 Ulster was far more disturbed than
Munster. The Peep-o’-day Boys and the Defend-
ers increased and extended and continued their out-
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They were canvassed by all classes, and especially
by the younger members of the Irish bar. They
were eagerly seized upon by the remmnant of the
Ulster volunteers and the political clubs that had
sprung from them.

The steady sympathy shown for America by the
Dissenters had led to the growth of liberal ideas in
the manufacturing towns of the North, and associa-
tions were formed with the object of promoting par-
liamentary reform and extending the franchise to
the Catholic population. These proceedings gave
great uneasiness to the government, which, with the
- example of France before it, looked on such move-
ments with apprehension.

Theobald Wolfe Tone, a man of great determi-
nation, unselfish, and of remarkable persuasive
power, was one of the prominent leaders of public
opinion at this time. Though a Protestant, he was
appointed secretary to the Catholic committee in
Dublin, which brought the Catholics into closer rela-
tions with the Dissenters. He conceived the idea of
uniting the Catholic interest with the radical reform-
ers of the North, and accordingly wrote a pamphlet
on this scheme. He visited Belfast in 1791 and
founded in October of that year the ‘‘Society of
United Irishmen,’”’ the objects of which were to
unite the people of all classes and religions in one
great organization, to reform parliament so as to
obliterate the corrupting influence of the govern-
ment, and to remove the grievances of all Irishmen,
regardless of creed.

The aim was to repeal all laws against Catho-
lics and Dissenters, the leaders believing that if the
people as a whole were united their demand for re-
form would not be ignored. Tone next formed a
branch of the society in Dublin, under the auspices
of the Catholic committee. James Napper Tandy,
a Protestant merchant of Dublin, was appointed its






[CHAPTER LVIII.
PARTIAL EMANCIPATION OF THE CATHOLICS.

It was inevitable that the widespread dessemi-
nation of the doctrines which led to the French
Revolution should have a marked influence upon
the Catholic population of Ireland. While the
principles of liberty and equality were being enun-
ciated on every hand the Catholics of Ireland were
acutely reminded of the fact that they still were
debarred from the exercise of the franchise, that
they still were oppressed by numberless burdens
and restrictions, hence the time naturally appeared
opportune for making an attempt to obtain a re-
moval of these disabilities.

Accordingly, in February, 1791, a committee
was organized in Dublin, whose business it was to
undertake the agitation necessary for the attainment
of the objects sought. Various circumstances were
favorable to the aim of the Irish Catholics. It was
an event decidedly in their favor that at this time a
bill was passed by the English Parliament admitting
Catholics to municipal offices, to the bar, and to the
lesser government positions. What had been granted
to the English Catholics could not reasonably be
denied to the Irish Catholics.

The support that came to them from their old
friend in England, Edmund Burke, was of material
advantage. He still was as ardent a defender of the
Catholics as formerly, when by pen and speech he had
first advocated Catholic emancipation. Burke’ssup-
port at this time was the more significant in that he
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the aristocratic element wished to postpone to some
future time.

In December, 1792, the committee convened a
meeting of Catholics from different parts of Ireland
in Back Lane, Dublin (from which this assembly
is sometimes called the ‘‘Back Lane Parliament’’),
at which a petition to the king was proposed, asking
for admission to all the rights and privileges of citi-
zenship. Many of the seceders had rejoined the
committee. The petition was signed by Dr. Troy,
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin; by Dr. Moylan,
Catholic Bishop of Cork, and by all the country
delegates.

As they had good reason to believe that the
English government was better disposed towards
them than the Irish, they commissioned John Keogh
and four other delegates to present the petition to
the king direct instead of following the usual course
of sending it through the Irish authorities. On
their way the delegates passed through Belfast,
where they were given a grand reception. The
Presbyterian populace unhitched the horses from their
carriage and drew Keogh and his companions in
triumph through the streets. In January, 1793,
the petition was presented to King George III., who
received it graciously.

Meanwhile Burke had issued his celebrated let-
ter ‘‘On the Subject of the Roman Catholics in Ire-
land,”’ in which he severely criticised former legis-
lation and characterized it as being at variance with
the laws of nature and of nations, and opposed both
to the constitution and the interests of Ireland, at
the same time making a stirring appeal in favor of
Catholic emancipation. ‘This letter, in the form of
a pamphlet, was widely circulated throughout Eng-
land and Ireland and was the means of gaining
many new friends for the cause.

Numerous petitions were now addressed to the
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the consideration of this matter to the wisdom and
liberality of his parliament.”” This passage natur-
ally aroused the indignation of Fitzgibbon, who re-
cently had been elevated to the peerage under the
title of Lord Clare, as well as of other leaders of the
Anglican Church party, revealing, as it did, that
the principles which they professed suddenly had
been disavowed in England. Nevertheless, the ad-
dress in reply to the speech, which was supported by
Grattan, and expressed the readiness of the House
to proceed to the work of Catholic emancipation,
obtained the assent of the majority. In the House
of Lords the opposition to the bill was led by Lord
Clare, who prophesied that the final consequence of
the measure would be the complete separation of
Ireland from England.

In April, 1793, mainly through the influence
of Burke and the English government, aided by
the powerful advocacy of Grattan and his party, but
much against the wish of the Irish government, a
bill was passed by the parliament of Ireland which
granted to the Catholics a substantial measure of
relief. ‘The franchise was restored to them, so that
all who were forty shilling freeholders had the right
to vote for members of parliament, and as these free-
holders had grown very numerous, this enactment
gave the Irish Catholics considerable influence.
They were also permitted to enter Trinity College,
Dublin, and take degrees; many civil and military
positions were opened to them; they could serve as
jurors and justices of the peace, and the higher class
of Catholics were permitted to carry arms. An
effort was made to insert a clause allowing them to
sit in parliament, but this provision the Irish gov-
ernment succeeded in defeating.

But many disabilities remained, the more im-
portant of which were, aside from being debarred
from sitting in parliament, that no Catholic could
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greatly excited when it was known that Pitt had de-
cided to adopt the policy of conciliation, to drop
coercion, and to grant the Catholics complete eman-
cipation. Lord Fitzwilliam, a just and liberal man,
having large estates in Ireland, went over as lord-
lieutenant in January, 1795, with full authority to
completely emancipate the Catholics. When he
reached Dublin there was general rejoicing and he
was received with great enthusiasm.

There was to be a complete change of men and
measures and the government of Ireland was to be
intrusted to the leaders of the Irish Patriotic party.
The proposed measure would, it was believed, attach
the great majority of the Catholics to the empire, a
thing considered of vital importance, for the French,
at this time, were everywhere victorious, and there
were fears of a French invasion. Innumerable ad-
dresses and petitions poured in from Catholics and
Protestants alike from every part of Ireland. One
of the strongest addresses in favor of the measure
came from the Protestant corporation of Derry.

‘‘Not to grant cheerfully,’”’ wrote the new lord-
lieutenant, ‘‘all that the Catholics wish, will not
only be exceedingly impolitic but perhaps dangerous.
In doing this no time is to be lost. The disaffection
among the lower orders is universal.”’ Fitzwilliam
at once removed Edward Cooke from the post of
under-secretary, and also John Beresford, the com-
missioner of customs, whose relatives held most of
the lucrative positions in his department. Both of
these officials had been identified with the system
Lord Fitzwilliam had come over to destroy.

Attorney General Wolfe and Solicitor General
Toler were told that they would have to give way to
George Ponsonby and Curran. Grattan refused
office, but gave general support to the new adminis-
tration. In joy of the good news parliament, on
motion of Grattan, voted £200,000 for the ex-
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Emancipation was abandoned, Beresford and
his friends were restored, and the old policy of hos-
tility to Catholics was resumed. The body of the
Catholics had been led to believe that the bill on
which their highest hopes were concentrated would
be carried by the government. The Irish Commons
had been led to believe that Lord Fitzwilliam, with
a changed system, would repeal all obnoxious laws.
A reform bill, it was admitted on all sides, would be
the necessary corollary of emancipation; and on the
strength of these promises the House had voted the
generous sum for the mnavy and the large force for
the army.

The country felt that it had been duped. The
cup which had been placed to its lips had been
dashed to the ground, and the hopelessness of de-
spair settled on the hearts of those who had fondly
believed that a new order of things was about to be
inaugurated. Catholics and Dissenters alike de-
plored the act of the British government. Lord
Fitzwilliam was recalled and left Ireland in March.
It was a day of general gloom. The shops in Dub-
lin were closed, all business was suspended, and the
city put on mourning. The parting viceroy’s car-
riage was drawn through the streets by the leading
citizens.

The king’s objections to emancipation were gen-
erally given as the reason for the sudden change of
front, but not a few believed that the whole scheme
was engineered by Pitt simply to obtain large sup-
plies from the Irish Parliament.

On the arrival in Dublin of Lord Camden, Fitz-
william’s successor, Fitzgibbon’s carriage was fol-
lowed by a threatening mob, stones were thrown,
and he escaped with difficulty serious injury. The
mob then turned to attack the houses of Beresford
and the speaker of the House of Commons, and
were only dispersed by the militia. All hope either
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tion bill’’ was introduced, which was intended to in-
vest officials with fuller powers for the suppression
of outrages. This act, which was passed by an
overwhelming majority, conferred upon the officials
the right to declare a county to be in a state of in-
surrection, and empowered them to intrude into any
house in search of arms, and to imprison every per-
son found abroad between sunset and sunrise. The
result of this measure was to make English rule in
Ireland more hateful and to drive fresh recruits into
the ranks of the United Irishmen.

The independent parliament was little more
than a farce. Not one-quarter of its members were
chosen by the people, the remainder being a venal
crew of placemen paid to pass measures dictated by
the British government. Reform was hopeless and
independence but a name. Disheartened and weary,
many of the Patriots failed to attend the sittings of
parliament in 1796. The next year Grattan and
his party made one last effort to induce the govern-
ment to temper coercion with conciliation. They
had taken the important step of ascertaining from
some of the leaders of the United Irishmen what
measure of reform would be acceptable to them, and
the latter declared that the following concessions
would satisfy them:

“‘A full representation of the people of Ireland,
without any religious distinction, based upon a prop-
erty qualification which parliament should deter-
mine; equal electoral districts, each containing six
hundred houses and returning two members; and a
provision that Roman Catholics should be equally
eligible with Protestants to seats in the House of
Commons and all offices of state.”’

This they asserted would put an end to agita-
tion. A reform bill was accordingly prepared em-
bodying these very reasonable demands. But the
House of Commons, which was merely the tool of
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